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ALL   ABOUT  EDUCATION 

•will  be  contained  in  our  Educational  Number,  to  be  published 
next  Saturday,  September  6.  It  will  deal  with  pharmacy 
schools  and  examinations,  and  with  the  curricula  and 
qualifications  in  medicine,  dentistry,  veterinary  surgery,  and 
science.  We  want  all  those  interested  to  send  us  prospec- 
tuses or  similar  information.  As  the  number  will  be  specially 
circulated  to  colleges  and  hospitals  it  will  give  manufac- 
turers, agents,  and  wholesalers  an  excellent  opportunity  of 
calling  attention  to  goods  required  or  used  by  colleges  and 
hospitals. 


Halp-a-dozen  Marriages  are  reported  on  p.  387. 

A  New  Process  for  estimating  caffeine  is  explained  on  p.  388. 

There  is  more  about  the  Garlic-cure  of  consumption  on  p.  380. 

Some  Facts  about  poisoning  in  India  during  1901  are  given  011 
p.  394. 

The  Serum-treatment  is  now  recommended  for  carbuncles 
(p.  381). 

"  Xrayser  "  is  rather  sarcastic  about  the  Federation  and  its 
work  (p.  389). 

A  Case  arising  from  payment  of  accounts  to  travellers  is  re- 
ported on  p.  384. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  has  at  Plymouth  voiced  the  claims  of  the 
Drug-trade  Appeal  Fund  (p.  397). 

Only  Eight  Students  reported  on  the  last  salts-analysi3. 
Another  competition  is  announced  (p.  376). 

Mother  Job's  Liquid-fruit  has  been  in  the  coroner's  court,  and 
the  Coroner  made  some  strong  comments  upon  it  (p.  379). 

A  Pharmacist's  Pilgrimage  is  continued  on  p.  395.  The 
writer  deals  with  pharmacy  in  Bordeaux,  Toulouse,  and  Montpellier. 

A  Hackney  Oil  and  Colour  Firm  has  bean  fined  10/.  and 
costs  for  selling  nut  oil  for  olive  oil,  which  was  regarded  as  a  food 
(p.  384). 

An  Instructive  Anti-cutting  Lesson  is  furnished  by  Bor- 
deaux pharmacists.  They  act  on  the  "  as  one  man "  principle 
(p.  395). 

American  Drugs  are  likely  to  become  dearer,  owing  to 
devastation  of  the  growing-areas  in  U.S.A.  and  labour-difficulties 
(p.  392). 

Dr.  F.  B.  Power  is  to  act  as  a  U.S.A.  delegate  at  the  Inter- 
national Conference  regarding  the  unification  of  heroic  medicines 
(p.  382.) 

One  Reason  why  druggists'  goods  are  pilfered  on  exportation 
is  that  the  names  of  the  articles  are  put  on  the  packing-cases 
(p.  393). 

London  Chemists  should  observe  the  warning  note  on  p.  399 
regarding  a  trick  which  is  being  played  at  present  on  chemists  in 
the  suburbs. 

The  Standards  Question  was  discussed  at  Exeter  this  week 
on  Mr.  Gadd's  paper  (p.  406).  We  refer  to  a  critical  phase  of  it 
in  a  note  on  p.  391. 

For  Selling  Tablets  as  Tabloids,  anl  thereby  infringing 
the  "  Tabloid  "  trade-mark,  a  chemist  has  consented  to  a  High  Court 
perpetual  injunction  (p.  384). 

The  British  Academy  contains  at  least  one  original  member 
who  is  not  unfamiliar  with  pharmacy — Mr.  G.  J.  Frazer,  son  of  the 
late  Mr.  Daniel  Frazer,  of  Glasgow  (p.  339). 

A  Parcel-post  has  been  arranged  for  from  the  United  Kingdom 
to  the  United  States.  The  U.S.A.  Government  has  nothing  to  do 
with  it,  and  the  scheme  is  highly  protective  (p.  377). 

The  warehousemen  implicated  in  the  saccharin  prosecutions 
again  appeared  at  Southwark  Police  Court,  and  were  once  more 
remanded  (p.  384).  The  saccharin  was  apparently  imported  as 
"  aniline  dyes." 

The  title-question  brings  letters  from  Mr.  Broadhead,  of  Batley, 
and  Mr.  Keen,  of  Penzance  (p.  398).  It  was  also  dealt  with  by  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones  in  his  address  at  Exeter  (p.  397),  and  "  Xrayser  "  has 
something  to  say  about  it  (p.  389). 

Dr.  T.  E.  Thorpe,  principal  of  the  Government  laboratories, 
reports  upon  his  year's  work,  which  has  almost  doubled  owing  to 
the  sugar-duties.  A  committee  has  been  appointed  to  decide 
which  is  the  best  test  for  arsenic  in  beer  (p.  390). 

An  exposition  of  the  poisons  law  was  given  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn- 
Jones  to  an  open  meeting  of  the  Public  Health  Congress  at  Exeter 
on  Tuesday,  and  resolutions  regarding  the  Pharmacy  Bill  and 
enlarging  the  Poisons  Schedule  were  passed  (p.  406). 

Business  is  inexpressibly  dull,  and  there  is  an  absence  of  any 
important  features.  Areca,  saffron,  pepper,  and  star-aniseed  oil 
are  higher.  Menthol  and  chamomiles  are  lower.  Japanese  and 
American  peppermint  oils  are  tending  easier  (p.  402). 

We  extract  from  the  report  of  the  chief  officer  of  the  Public 
Control  Department  of  the  London  County  Council  some  interest- 
ing particulars  regarding  coroners'  inquests  in  London  and  the 
administration  of  the  Weights  and  Bleasures  Acts  (p.  392). 
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Comer  for  Stufcenta. 

Conducted  by  Leonard  Dobbin,  Ph.D. 


Students,  please  note.  All  communications  should  be  ad- 
dressed to  the  Editor  of  "  The  Chemist  and  Druggist," 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C. 

All  communications  and  reports  must  bear  the  names  and 
addresses  of  the  writers,  not  necessarily  for  publication. 
The  reports  of  those  who  ignore  this  rule  are  liable  not 
to  be  dealt  with. 


Qualitative  Analysis. 

A MIXTURE  of  not  more  than  three  salts  will  form  the 
subject  of  the  next  exercise  in  qualitative  analysis. 
The  mixture  is  to  be  submitted  to  a  thorough  systematic 
examination,  all  its  constituents  are  to  be  detected,  and 
proof  is  to  be  given  that  the  substances  detected  are  the 
only  constituents  of  the  mixture. 

Students'  applications  for  porbions  of  the  mixture  of  salts 
(accompanied  by  a  stamped  and  addressed  envelope,  not  a 
stamp  merely)  will  be  received  up  to  Tuesday,  September  2, 
and  the  samples  will  be  posted  on  the  following  day. 

Students'  reports  will  be  received  up  to  Saturday,  Septem- 
ber 13.  Each  report  should  contain  a  concise  account  of 
the  work  done,  and  should  include  a  list  of  the  constituents 
detected.  In  this  list  any  substance  regarded  as  an  acci- 
dental impurity  should  be  distinguished  from  the  essential 
constituents  of  the  salts  composing  the  mixture. 

Reports. 

The  powder  distributed  to  students  on  July  30  contained 
1  part  of  cupric  hydrogen  arsenite  (Scheele's  green)  and 
9  parts  of  potassium  chromic  sulphate  (chrome  alum). 

The  calculated  composition  of  such  a  mixture  is — 


Cu  . 
Cr  . 
K  .. 

As03 
S04  .. 
H  ., 
H20  .. 


34 
94 
7-1 
6-55 

34-6 
0-05 

33-9 

100-0 


The  powder  was  practically  free  from  impurities,  contain- 
ing only  very  slight  traces  of  iron  and  of  chlorine. 

Samples  of  the  powder  were  distributed  to  16  students, 
and  8  reports  were  sent  in  for  examination 

Chromium  and  the  sulphuric-acid  radical  were  detected 
by  all  who  sent  in  reports.  The  failures  in  the  detection  of 
the  other  constituents  of  the  powder  were :  Copper,  2 ; 
potassium,  2  ;  arsenious-acid  radical,  3  ;  water,  2. 

This  month's  exercise  was  a  comparatively  simple  one,  and 
did  not  present  any  analytical  complications.  The  judicious 
application  and  intelligent  interpretation  of  a  few  of  the 
most  usual  preliminary  tests  enabled  several  correspondents 
to  conclude  with  tolerable  certainty  regarding  the  presence 
of  copper,  arsenium,  chromium,  potassium,  sulphur  in  some 
form  of  combination,  and  water,  and  cleared  the  way  for  the 
systematic  separation. 

When  excess  of  hydrogen  sulphide  was  passed  into  the 
solution  of  the  powder  in  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  the  copper 
and  arsenium  were  completely  precipitated  as  sulphides. 
As  there  seems  to  be  such  misapprehension  in  the  minds  of 
a  number  of  students  regarding  the  procedure  in  precipitating 
the  sulphides  of  the  copper  and  arsenium  groups  by  means 
of  hydrogen  sulphide  when  arsenium  is  present,  as  might 
lead  to  serious  analytical  errors,  the  necessary  precautions 
may  perhaps  usefully  be  stated  here.  When  arsenium  is 
present  in  a  solution  wholly  in  the  form  of  an  arsenious 


compound,  it  can  be  completely  precipitated  as  sulphide  by 
adding  excess  of  hydrochloric  acid  and  passing  hydrogen 
sulphide  in  the  cold ;  but  if  present  as  an  arsenic  compound 
it  is  only  precipitated  exceedingly  slowly  under  the  same 
conditions,  the  arsenic  compound  gradually  undergoing 
reduction  by  means  of  the  hydrogen  of  part  of  the  hydrogen 
sulphide,  with  separation  of  sulphur  which  is  precipitated 
along  with  the  arsenious  sulphide  eventually  produced.  This 
reduction  and  precipitation  can  be  very  greatly  accelerated 
by  heating,  hence  it  is  usual  (since  the  student  cannot 
always  be  certain  that  some  arsenic  compound  may  not  be 
present)  to  pass  hydrogen  sulphide  for  a  considerable  time 
through  the  hot  solution  so  as  to  ensure  that  the  operation 
shall  be  complete.  Bub  the  heating  of  the  acidulated 
solution  for  this  purpose  seriously  interferes  with,  and  may 
entirely  prevent,  the  precipitation,  as  sulphides,  of  any  lead, 
cadmium,  and  bismuth  that  may  be  present,  and  steps  must 
be  taken  to  secure  complete  precipitation  of  these  also. 
To  this  end,  the  hot  liquid  is  filtered;  a  small  portion  of  the 
filtrate  is  rapidly  cooled,  largely  diluted  with  aqueous 
solution  of  hydrogen  sulphide,  and  finally  (if  these  operations 
have  failed  to  produce  any  further  precipitation)  heated  again 
for  some  time  to  make  quite  certain  that  the  last  traces  of 
any  arsenic  compound  have  been  reduced  to  the  arsenious 
condition  and  precipitated.  Should  this  treatment  of  the 
small  portion  of  the  filtrate  yield  a  precipitate  at  any  stage, 
the  whole  of  the  remainder  must  be  treated  in  the  same 
manner,  whereas  if  no  precipitate  is  formed  at  any  stage,  the 
examination  of  the  remainder  of  the  filtrate  for  metallic 
radicals  belonging  to  other  analytical  groups  may  be  at  once 
proceeded  with. 

Frequent  reference  has  been  made  in  this  column  to  the 
superiority  of  a  saturated  solution  of  sodium  hydrogen 
tartrate  over  a  solubion  of  tarbaric  acid  as  a  reagsnb  in 
testing  for  potassium.  We  would  refer  those  students  who 
still  employ  the  latter  reagent  to  the  explanation  of  the 
reason  for  its  inferiority,  given  in  the  C.  <$•  B.,  for  May  31, 
1902,  page  826. 

Some  of  our  correspondents  occasionally  exhibit  a  dis- 
position to  jump  to  conclusions  regarding  the  presence  of 
constituents  which  may  possibly  be  present  in  certain  pre- 
cipitates, without  taking  the  precaution  to  fully  examine 
these  precipitates.  This  is  an  exceedingly  undesirable  habit 
to  acquire,  and  it  should  be  rigidly  avoided.  Students  who 
desire  to  attain  any  real  proficiency  in  analysis  must  be 
assiduous  in  cultivating  habits  of  close  and  accurate  observa- 
tion, and  they  must  not  take  anything  for  granted  when  they 
have  not  applied  the  necessary  tests  and  obtained  reliable 
evidence.  It  is  well  to  remember  that  in  chemical  analysis 
there  is  abundant  scope  for  the  exercise  of  the  observational 
and  reasoning  powers,  but  very  little  for  that  of  the 
imagination. 

Prizes. 

The  First  Prize  for  the  best  analysis  has  been  awarded  to 

Fred.  Watt,  Hingham,  Attleborough. 
The  Second  Prize  has  been  awarded  to 

Charles  J.  Still,  6  Milsom  Street,  Bath. 

First  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  that  is  published  at  a  price 
not  greatly  exceeding  half-a-guinea  may  be  taken  as  a  first  prize. 

Second  Prize. — Any  scientific  book  which  is  sold  tor  about  five 
shillings  may  be  taken  as  a  second  prize. 

The  students  to  whom  prizes  are  awarded  are  requested  to 
write  at  once  to  the  Publisher  naming  the  book  or  books  they 
select. 

Marks  awarded  for  Analyses. 


Fred.  Watt . 
C.  J.  Still  . 
Meconic 
Xanthaline  . 


97 
96 
94 
90 


J.  H.  Williams 
Sulorac 
E.  F.  Cartel- 
Damocles  ... 


63 
63 
59 
54 


August  30,  1902 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


377 


To  Correspondents. 

Fred.  Watt. — In  examining  the  solution  obtained  by  heating 
the  copper-group  sulphide  precipitate  with  nitric  acid,  you  do  not 
appear  to  have  proved  the  absence  of  bismuth.  Read  the  note  in 
the  general  remarks  with  reference  to  the  use  of  sodium  hydrogen 
tartrate  rather  than  tartaric  acid  in  testing  for  potassium. 

Charles  J.  Still. — The  presence  of  copper  in  small  quantity 
in  the  solution  obtained  by  digesting  the  original  hydrogen- 
sulphide  precipitate  with  yellow  ammonium  hydrosulphide  was 
due  to  the  slight  solubility  of  cupric  sulphide  in  the  latter  reagent. 
Film  tests  are  not  as  a  rule  easily  obtained  from  sulphides ;  hence 
it  is  advisable  to  oxidise  the  latter,  by  heating  with  concentrated 
nitric  acid,  before  applying  these  tests.  The  reaction  that  led  you 
to  suppose  that  a  trace  of  aluminium  was  present,  was  very  likely 
due  to  the  presence,  as  impurity,  of  some  sodium  silicate  in  the 
solution  of  sodium  hydroxide  which  you  employed  in  testing  for 
aluminium. 

Meconic. — The  odour  which  you  mistook  for  that  of  sulphurous 
anhydride  (observed  on  heating  the  powder  with  dilute  hydro- 
chloric acid)  was  due  simply  to  the  volatilisation  of  some  hydro- 
chloric acid.  Heat  some  dilute  hydrochloric  acid,  and  observe  the 
pungent  odour  evolved.  You  give  a  slender  account  of  your  exami- 
nation for  acid  radicals.    See  last  sentence  of  reply  to  Fred.  Watt. 

Xanthaline. — Read  the  general  remarks  with  respect  to  passing 
hydrogen  sulphide  through  hot  and  cold  solutions.  You  ought  to 
have  ascertained  whether  the  arsenium  was  present  as  an  arsenite 
or  an  arsenate.    See  last  sentence  of  reply  to  Fred.  Watt. 

J.  H.  Williams. — You  do  not  state  what  tests  you  applied  in 
examining  for  the  presence  of  the  alkali  metals,  so  that  it  is  not 
possible  to  ascertain  how  you  failed  to  detect  the  presence  of  the 
considerable  quantity  of  potassium  which  the  powder  contained. 
The  tests  you  employed  did  not  justify  you  in  concluding  that  the 
arsenium  was  present  in  the  form  of  an  arsenate. 

Sulorac. — We  are  quite  unable  to  understand  (1)  how  you  ob- 
tained a  slightly  yellowish  gas  on  heating  the  powder  in  a  dry  tube  ; 

(2)  what  the  deflagration  on  charcoal  that  you  describe  was  due  to  ; 

(3)  how  you  recognised  (without  testing  it)  that  the  arsenious 
sulphide  precipitated  by  adding  hydrochloric  acid  to  the  ammonium- 
carbonate  solution,  was  mixed  with  sulphur  or  how  this  supposed 
admixture  might  probably  be  due  to  chromium,  present  in  the 
powder  as  chromic  salt ;  (4)  what  was  the  nature  of  the  precipitate 
which  you  mistook  for  bismuth  hydroxide ;  and  (5)  how  you 
recognised  from  the  colour  alone  (again  without  testing  it)  that  the 
precipitated  chromic  hydroxide  did  not  contain  any  aluminium  or 
ferric  hydroxide.  From  some  of  your  methods  of  working 
and  of  arriving  at  conclusions,  we  fancy  you  carry  out  your 
analyses  without  the  assistance  of  a  teacher  and  without  a 
trustworthy  text-book.  It  is  easily  possible  to  do  good  work  with 
only  one  of  these  aids,  but  it  is  scarcely  possible  without  either. 

E.  F.  Carter. — More  minute  observation  than  you  seem  to 
have  bestowed  on  the  analysis  should  have  shown  you  that  the 
powder  was  not  wholly  soluble  in  water,  and  that  the  original 
precipitate  with  hydrogen  sulphide  was  partly  soluble  in  ammonium 
hydrosulphide.  Had  you  taken  any  effective  steps  to  ascertain 
the  latter  fact,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  the  presence  of  arsenivim 
could  have  escaped  your  notice.  We  are  unable  to  explain  how 
you  were  misled  into  supposing  a  mercuric  salt  to  be  present.  So 
far  as  it  is  possible  to  judge  from  your  report,  you  appear  to  have 
left  copper,  bismuth,  cadmium,  arsenium,  antimony,  tin,  iron, 
aluminium,  sodium,  lithium,  and  ammonium  all  alike  untested  for. 

Damocles. — It  is  a  mistake  to  leave  untested  a  precipitate 
which  looks  like  sulphur,  but  which  may  contain  arsenium 
sulphide,  as  in  the  present  instance.  You  must  try  to  explain  for 
yourself  how  you  found  mercury  and  missed  copper.  In  testing 
for  acid  radicals,  you  boiled  some  of  the  powder  in  water  with 
sodium  carbonate,  filtered,  and  neutralised  the  filtrate  with  acetic 
acid.  In  the  solution  so  obtained  it  is  not  surprising  that  you 
obtained  evidence  of  the  presence  of  an  acetate. 


"Practical  Methods  of  Urine  Analysis."  A  Book  Written 
by  a  Druggist  for  Druggists,  with  Notes  on  the  Composition  of  the 
Normal  and  Abnormal  Renal  Secretions.  Second  and  Enlarged 
Edition.  Published  at  the  Office  of  The  Chemist  and  Druggist, 
42  Cannon  Street,  London,  E.C.  Price  2s.  6d. — The  present 
edition  of  this  book  covers  about  the  same  ground  as  the  first,  but 
it  has  been  in  a  great  measure  re-written,  in  order  to  emphasise 
essentials,  and  to  render  more  clear  the  interdependence  of  many 
of  the  pathological  conditions.  The  book  is  primarily  a  guide  to 
chemists  and  druggists  in  a  branch  of  work  which  is  becoming 
more  necessary  to  medical  diagnosis,  more  precise  and  refined  in 
its  executions,  and  which,  therefore,  calls  for  the  skill  and  expe- 
rience of  specialists.  No  class  of  men  is  better  fitted  to  fill  this 
office  than  are  pharmacists.  The  book  does  not  enter  into  specu- 
lative matter,  nor  does  it  trouble  the  beginner  with  obscure 
urinary  ingredients  of  ill-defined  or  doubtful  import.  Everything 
is  explained  so  fully  and  carefully  that  it  is  possible  for  even  the 
beginner  to  obtain  accurate  results  in  all  the  operations  connected 
with  urine  analysis. — Drug  Topics. 


lEnolteb  mem 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Brevities, 

Mr.  F.  Wallis  Sfcoddart,  F.I.C.,  Bristol,  has  been  appointed 
public  analyst  for  the  borough  of  Bridgwater. 

A  Southport  trader  has  been  fined  20s.  and  costs  for  selling 
lard  certified  to  contain  50  per  cent,  of  cottonseed  oil. 

The  stock-in-trade  of  a  tramp  who  was  fined  at  Halifax 
last  week  for  hawking  without  a  licence  was  found  to  consist 
of  small  packets  of  bran  slightly  scented.  These  he  was 
selling  as  lavender  sachets. 

A  fire  broke  out  in  the  basement  of  the  premises  of  Messrs. 
Boots  (Limited)  in  St.  Ann's  Street,  Manchester,  on  August 
21,  but  was  extinguished  by  the  fire-brigade  before  any 
serious  damage  had  been  done. 

A  tramp  named  Bracknell  was  sentenced  to  fourteen  days' 
hard  labour  at  Daventry  on  August  20  for  stealing  two 
bottles  of  scent,  value  4s.  6i.,  from  the  shop  of  Mr.  J.  W. 
Barrett,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Sheaf  Street,  Daventry. 

When  the  King  sailed  from  Ramsey  Bay  on  Tuesday 
morning,  before  6  o'clock,  it  was  supposed  nobody  saw  him ; 
but  Mr.  Oliver  L.  Jackson,  chemist,  of  Blackpool,  was  on 
the  promenade,  and  in  the  distance,  he  tells  us,  was  another 
man. 

Overheating  an  ointment  caused  a  fire  on  the  premises  of 
Mr.  J.  W.  Goodwin,  druggist,  in  Park  Street,  Stockport,  on 
August  19,  but  the  flames  were  quickly  subdued  by  means  of 
bags  of  sand.  Damage  to  the  extent  of  about  10Z.  was 
done. 

At  an  inquest  held  at  Westminster  on  the  body  of  a 
coachman  who  died  from  fracture  of  the  skull,  one  of  the 
witnesses  said  deceased  had  suffered  from  giddiness,  but 
preferred  to  doctor  himself.  He  took  all  kinds  of  patent 
medicines  and  pills,  and  "his  room  looked  like  a  chemist's 
shop." 

A  plumber  named  Howey,  prosecuted  at  the  instance  of 
the  Jockey  Club,  was  sentenced  to  eight  months'  hard  labour 
at  the  Surrey  Quarter  Sessions,  on  August  26,  for  throwing 
an  empty  beer-bottle  while  at  Lingfield  Races,  and  injuring 
Mr.  Otto  Portman  Rubeck,  essential-oil  merchant,  of  Mark 
Lane,  E.C. 

In  his  quarterly  report  to  the  Kent  County  Council  on 
August  20,  the  public  analyst  (Mr.  M.  A.  Adams)  states  that 
of  thirty-eight  samples  of  drugs  analysed  by  him  three  only 
were  adulterated.  A  sample  of  olive  oil  was  found  to  be  a 
paraffin  oil,  while  two  samples  of  liniment  of  camphor  were 
deficient  in  camphor. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Godstone  Board  of  Guardians  on 
August  22,  the  Visitor  reported  that  it  was  desirable  that 
poisons  should  be  kept  away  from  the  food  at  the  workhouse, 
and  it  was  decided  that  a  lock-up  poison-cupboard  should  be 
immediately  procured  and  the  key  left  in  the  custody  of  the 
Master  of  the  institution. 

The  hens  of  Carmarthenshire  appear  to  be  fully  cognisant 
of  the  fact  that  the  artificial-egg  industry  is  threatening 
their  market.  At  least,  that  is  the  conclusion  come  to  by  Mr. 
Arthur  Arthur,  chemist  and  druggist,  Carmarthen,  who 
cracked  two  eggs  in  succession  the  other  day,  and  found  that 
each  contained  three  fine  yolks. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  Dover  Town  Council  on  August  21, 
Councillor  Thorpe  expressed  surprise  at  spirit  of  salt  being 
obtained  from  an  ironmonger  and  not  from  the  chemist 
contractor.  Alderman  Pepper :  You  get  better  quality  from 
an  ironmonger.  (Laughter.)  Councillor  Thorpe  :  That  is  an 
explanation ;  but  is  it  so  ?  The  surveyor  said  that  it  was  the 
commoner  quality  that  they  got  from  the  ironmonger. 

Parcel-post  to  the  United  States. 
On  and  after  September  1  parcels  will  be  accepted  at  any 
;  post-office  in  the  United  Kingdom  for  transmission  to  the 
I  United  States,  an  arrangement  having  been  made  by  the 
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British  Post  Office  with  the  American  Express  Company. 
The  postal  charges  are  :  (a)  for  New  York  City,  Brooklyn, 
Jersey  City,  or  Hoboken,  not  over  3  lbs.,  Is. ;  from  3  to  7  lbs., 
2s.  ;  from  7  to  11  lbs.,  3s.  (b)  For  any  other  part  of  the 
United  States,  not  over  3  lbs.,  2  s. ;  from  3  to  7  lbs.,  3s. ;  from 
7  to  11  lbs.,  4s.  Further  charg'es  for  (1)  the  clearance  of 
parcels  through  the  United  States  Customs  will  be  made  of 
1«.  each  parcel,  and  (2)  Is.  each  the  United  States  Govern- 
ment "sample-office  fee"  t>r  "  storage-fee,"  These  fees  can 
be  either  prepaid  or  left  to  be  collected  from  the  addressee. 
The  limits  of  size  and  weight  will  be  those  of  the  inland 
parcel-post. 

A  "Window-attraction. 

Mr.  C.  Brown,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  161  Bury  New 
Boad,  Manchester,  is  now  displaying  in  his  shop-window  an 
interesting  collection  of  army-badges  worn  by  men  who  died 
during  the  war  in  South  Africa.  There  are  over  fifty  of  these 
badges,  with  Mauser  bullets,  shrapnel  bullets,  Dum-Dums, 
revolver  and  poisoned  bullets,  &c.  Mr.  Brown  acted  as  a 
dispenser  for  twelve  months,  and  had  charge  of  the  Princess 
Christian  Hospital  at  Pinetown  Bridge,  Natal.  In  his  new 
business  in  Bury  New  Boad  he  is  among  a  Jewish  colony, 
but  he  states  that  he  finds  the  Jews  more  liberal  in  their 
purchases  than  the  natives. 

Congratulations. 

Mr.  James  Bailey,  a  partner  in  the  firm  of  Spooner  & 
Bailey  (Limited),  manufacturing  chemists,  of  Eling,  Hants, 
last  week  completed  the  fiftieth  year  of  his  association  with 
the  firm,  and  by  way  of  celebration  entertained  at  dinner 
employes  and  friends  to  the  number  of  about  forty.  During  the 
evening  Mr.  Bailey  was  presented  with  a  gold-mounted 
umbrella,  suitably  inscribed,  as  a  memento  of  the  occasion. 

Lieut.  C.  K.  Potter,  a  member  of  the  firm  of  Messrs.  E.  P. 
Potter  &  Co.,  chemical-manufacturers,  Little  Lever,  met  with 
an  enthusiastic  welcome  on  August  22,  on  his  return  from 
South  Africa,  where  he  has  been  with  the  service  company 
of  the  2nd  Volunteer  Battalion  Loyal  North  Lancashire 
Regiment.  He  was  escorted  to  the  chemical-works  by  the 
Little  Lever  Band,  and  presented  by  the  firm's  employes  with 
a  silver  cup. 

Outings. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Jesse  Boot  on  Saturday  entertained  the 
lady-clerks  and  warehouse-staffs  at  the  Nottingham  estab- 
lishments of  Boots  (Limited)  to  an  outing  to  Skegness.  The 
party  numbered  about  five  hundred,  and  were  conveyed  in 
nineteen  special  saloons. 

On  August  23  the  employes  of  Messrs.  Evans,  Lescher  & 
Webb,  of  60  Bartholomew  Close,  E.C.,  went  for  an  afternoon's 
outing.  Leaving  Liverpool  Street  at  2.25  p.m.  they  travelled 
by  train  to  Chingford,  where  they  mounted  the  brakes  which 
awaited  their  arrival,  and  drove  through  the  Forest.  An 
excellent  tea  at  the  King's  Oak,  High  Beech,  was  done  full 
justice  to,  and  a  much-appreciated  concert  followed.  Full  of 
merriment  the  party  returned  to  town,  their  one  regret  being 
that  the  day  had  ended. 

The  Council's  Triumph. 

.  Mr.  E.  Wightman  Bell,  F.C.S.,  pharmaceutical  chemist, 
Spalding,  around  whose  head  there  has  been  a  controversy 
with  the  Board  of  Agriculture  for  some  years,  has  at  last 
been  recognised  by  the  Department  as  analyst  under  the 
Fertilisers  and  Feeding-stuffs  Act  for  the  Holland  Division 
of  Lincolnshire.  Mr.  Bell  was  first  appointed  by  the  County 
Council  several  years  ago,  but  the  Board  declined  to  confirm 
his  appointment,  the  chief  official  objection  apparently  being 
that  he  was  a  local  man.  The  County  Council,  however,  had 
full  confidence  in  his  abilities,  and  when  requested  to  make 
some  other  appointment  steadfastly  refused,  with  the  result 
that  a  deadlock  had  ensued.  After  a  recent  discussion  by 
the  county  authorities  it  was  resolved  to  once  more  send  up 
Mr.  Bell's  name,  with  an  intimation  that  if  it  was  not 
approved  the  local  M.P.'s  should  be  asked  to  raise  the  ques- 
tion in  Parliament.  Mr.  Mansfield,  M.P.,  has  since  seen  the 
Minister  of  Agriculture,  and  the  Department  has  now  con- 
firmed Mr.  Bell's  appointment —a  step  which  has  given  general 
satisfaction. 


Birmingham  Notes. 

The  Birmingham  University  buildings,  which  are  to  be 
commenced  at  once,  will  take  seven  years  to  complete.  The 
clerk  of  the  works  occupied  a  similar  position  during  the 
building  of  Owens  College,  Manchester. 

Mr.  Alfred  Bird  (Bird  &  Sons,  Worcester  Street)  has 
recently  bought  Tudor  Grange,  Solihull,  and  proposes  to 
divert  a  road  near  the  property,  but  the  ratepayers,  in  meet- 
ing assembled,  condemned  the  proposal. 

Mr.  H.  D.  Adcock,  pharmacist,  Alcester,  in  his  capacity  as 
High  Bailiff  of  the  town,  had  the  honour  of  presenting  an 
address  of  welcome  to  Admiral  Sir  Edward  Hobart  Seymour 
on  the  occasion  of  his  visit  to  the  town  on  Monday  last. 

The  police  are  making  investigations  concerning  emplas- 
trum  plumbi,  the  sale  of  which  has  increased  largely  in 
recent  times.  It  is  used  for  other  purposes  than  as  a  plaster, 
the  inquiries  being  on  account  of  its  use  in  attempting  to 
procure  abortion. 

Dr.  Coole  Kneale,  a  former  pharmacist,  Chairman  of  the 
Yardley  School  Board,  informed  the  meeting  last  week  that 
he  believed  the  Board  of  Education,  with  the  approval  of 
Lord  Roberts,  were  drawing  up  a  scheme  of  physical  educa- 
tion for  primary  schools. 

A  new  order  of  things  appears  on  the  horizon.  Medical 
men  are  advertising  in  the  daily  Press  for  ladies  to  learn 
dispensing.  The  conditions  are  that  they  serve  one  year,  and 
pay  a  premium.  The  amount  is  not  usually  stated,  but 
ranges  from  five  to  twenty  guineas. 

At  the  Tring  show  Mr.  A.  Mathews  called  attention  to  a 
remarkable  instance  of  a  Shorthorn  cow  producing  milk  of 
pjoor  quality.  Only  1  per  cent,  of  butter-fat  was  recorded,  and 
only  1\  oz.  of  butter  from  36y  lbs.  of  milk.  Shorthorns 
average  53|  lbs.  of  milk,  yielding  2  lbs.  butter. 

The  demurrage  question  of  the  railway  companies  is  another 
irritating  pinprick  which  pharmacists  have  to  put  up  with. 
In  future  where  consignments  are  broken  up  into  a  number 
of  smaller  deliveries  a  penny  booking-fee  is  to  be  charged 
for  each  delivery  by  the  Midland  and  other  railways. 

The  Chemist's  Promptitude. 

On  August  16,  a  butcher  named  Shurgold,  living  at  Bourne 
End,  was  charged  before  the  Wycombe  Magistrates  with 
trying  to  commit  suicide.  Evidence  was  given  by  Mr.  Charles 
Hughes,  manager  at  Bourne  End  for  Mr.  C.  Page  Dye, 
chemist,  of  Great  Marlow.  Mr.  Hughes  stated  that  Shur- 
gold came  to  his  shop  and  asked  for  some  poison  to  kill  a 
dog.  He  told  Mr.  Hughes  that  he  was  the  son  of  a  veterinary 
surgeon,  and  requested  that  strychnine  should  be  supplied. 
The  chemist  recommended  prussic  acid,  and  ultimately  sold 
prisoner  \\  dr.,  in  a  bottle  which  he  labelled  "Poison." 
He  entered  the  sale,  and  prisoner  signed  the  poisons-book. 
In  consequence  of  what  he  heard  witness  afterwards  went  to 
the  prisoner's  house.  He  had  previously  looked  up  the  anti- 
dote to  prussic  acid,  and  took  with  him  a  bottle  of  strong 
ammonia,  which  he  held  to  prisoner's  nose  until  the  arrival 
of  the  doctor.  He  stayed  with  the  doctor  about  two  hours, 
and  after  the  stomach-pump  and  other  remedies  had  been 
used  prisoner  eventually  recovered.  Dr.  H.  C.  Nicholls  said 
the  chemist's  treatment  with  ammonia  was  useful  and 
proper,  and  the  Magistrates,  at  the  conclusion  of  the  hearing, 
commended  the  promptitude  of  the  chemist. 

North  Wales  Notes. 

A  pharmacist  who  has  been  looking  up  his  brethren  in 
North  Wales  seaside  health-resorts,  and  finds  much  of 
interest  to  his  inland  confreres,  sends  us  the  following  notes. 

The  C.  4'       I  found,  could  always  be  consulted  wherever 
the  chemist  has  a  shop,  however  small. 

The  niggers  on  the  sands  do  not  forget  to  mention  the 
chemist  as  one  who  chems,  and  Mr.  Owen  Lloyd's  name  is 
referred  to  for  perfume,  soap,  or  other  speciality  in  the 
patter. 

In  the  boarding-houses  the  pharmacist  displays  his  wares 
before  the  eyes  of  the  visitors  by  judicious,  neat,  and  sweet 
advertisements,  and  upon  all  the  prominent  hoardings 
pharmacy  is  represented. 
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In  Prestatyn  and  district  most  of  the  householders  have 
received  samples  of  an  eau-de-Cologne  soap,  made  and  sold 
by  a  well-known  London  firm  (J.  C.  &  J.  Field).  As  the 
price  is  Is.  per  box  of  three,  and  there  is  the  postage  to  con- 
sider, it  is  practically  an  advertising-gift  of  61. 

I  am  told  the  present  season  has  been  a  very  bad  one.  So 
far  there  has  been  no  need  for  iced  drinks,  effervescing  pick- 
me-ups,  and  the  like,  from  the  sale  of  which  the  pharmacist 
expects  much  profit.  During  the  past  three  weeks,  however, 
there  has  been  just  a  little  spurt.  The  season  extends  to  the 
end  of  September,  but  Colwyn  and  Llandudno  have  a  good 
many  visitors  all  the  year  round. 

Turning  from  the  retailer  one  notes  in  travelling  magnifi- 
cent grounds  and  baronial  halls  which,  strange  to  say,  are 
the  homes  of  people  familiar  to  pharmacists.  Not  far  from 
Rhyl  Mr.  Tate  (of  Tate's  sugar  fame)  has  such  a  one,  and 
so,  too,  has  Mr.  Pochin,  of  alum  fame.  To  see  these  places 
it  makes  one  feel  that  chemistry  and  pharmacy  have  still 
much  in  them  when  stroked  the  right  way. 

One  scarcely  knows  how  greatly  pharmacists  are  appre- 
ciated until  one  goes  afield.  During  a  visit  to  St.  Asaph  I 
noticed  in  the  backyard  of  an  hotel  a  certificate  of  analysis 
in  English  and  Welsh  of  somebody's  cattle-food,  which  said 
analysis  had  the  additional  merit  of  being  made  after  a 
careful  study  and  inspection  of  the  recipe  from  which  the 
food  was  prepared.  To  all  this  was  appended  a  well-known 
B.Sc.  and  F.C.S.'s  name — J.  Barclay. 

At  Rhyl  a  popular  plan  is  to  perfume  the  pharmacy  some- 
what loudly,  and  put  out  a  placard  announcing  that  the  shop 
is  scented  with  Mr.  John  Jones's  celebrated  bouquet.  It  is 
found  that  this  plan  sells  much  perfume.  In  some  streets 
of  this  Birmingham-by-the-Sea  the  chemists'  shops  are  not 
distinguishable  from  the  high-class  barbers',  for  all  sell 
bathing-requisites  and  the  like.  The  stores,  like  the  poor, 
are  always  with  us.  Here  the  stores  evidently  cater  for  the 
poor,  as  seidlitz-powders  (Dr.  Howard's)  are  sold  at  10±d.  per 
dozen,  a  price  which  should  appeal  to  the  sparse  purse. 

An  Unprofitable  Customer. 

At  the  Blackpool  Police  Court  on  August  22,  Alfred  Todd 
was  charged  with  being  drunk  and  disorderly,  and  with  doing 
wilful  damage  in  the  shop  of  Mr.  Thexton,  chemist,  2  Ade- 
laide Place,  Blackpool.  Mr.  Thexton  said  Todd  came  into 
his  place  to  have  his  eye,  which  was  bleeding,  attended  to. 
His  assistant  did  this  while  witness  attended  to  another 
customer.  Witness  alleged  that  defendant  annoyed  this 
customer,  and  eventually  the  latter  attempted  to  put  him 
out  of  the  shop.  During  the  struggle  a  number  of  bottles 
were  smashed,  and  a  quantity  of  perfume  was  sent  across  the 
counter,  doing  damage  to  the  extent  of  2?.  Defendant  was 
fined  5s.  6:1.  and  costs,  and  ordered  to  pay  the  amount  of 
damage  done,  Mr.  Thexton  having  agreed  to  accept  11. 

Fatal  Play. 

On  August  25,  Mr.  George  Bailey  Baughan,  of  Messrs. 
Baughan  &  Co.,  chemists'  shopfittcrs,  Erskine  Road,  Wal- 
thamstow,  while  on  a  visit  to  Southend  was  playing  with 
two  children,  when  he  slipped  on  the  doorstep.  His  head 
struck  the  doorpost,  causing  injuries  so  serious  that  he  died 
before  medical  aid  could  be  obtained. 

The  Coroner  and  Mother  Job. 

Mr.  John  Troutbeck  held  an  inquiry  at  the  Westminster 
Coroner's  Court  on  August  22,  concerning  the  death  of  George 
Stanley  Loffhigea,  aged  four  months,  who  was  found  dead  in 
bed.  The  mother  stated  that  the  child  was  in  good  health, 
but  having  a  slight  cough  she  gave  him  some  of  "  Mother 
Job's  liquid  fruit,  a  lightning  cure  for  all  kinds  of  coughs." 
The  Coroner :  I  see,  according  to  the  label  on  the  bottle,  that 
Mother  Job  was  burned  at  the  stake  in  1735.  I  suppose  that 
was  because  her  remedy  failed.  This  recipe  is  over  two 
hundred  years  old,  and  on  the  face  of  it  it  is  a  very  dishonest 
remedy.  I  see,  too,  according  to  the  label,  it  professes  to 
cure  various  complaints  and  to  destroy  the  germs  and  bacilli 
of  consumption.  It  is  astonishing  that  anybody  should 
believe  such  a  thing.  Dr.  Clarke,  of  Gerrard  Street,  Soho, 
said  death  was  due  to  convulsions.  He  thought  the  mixture 
referred  to  had  "  turned  "  the  milk  in  the  child's  stomach.  In 
summing  up,  the  Coroner  said  it  might  be  that  the  so-called  I 


erne  was  harmless,  but  it  was  perfectly  clear  that  the 
advertisement  on  the  bottle  was  extremely  dishonest,  ami  he 
would  have  thought  that  educated  and  intelligent  people 
like  the  parents  were  too  wary  to  be  taken  in.  Unfortu- 
nately, the  State  made  a  good  deal  of  money  out  of  such 
nostrums,  and  many  poor  people  thought  the  Government 
stamp  was  a  State  guarantee  of  the  efficacy  of  the  medicine. 
That  meant  that  the  Government  made  money  out  of  dis- 
honest advertising. 

Bills  of  Lading. 

At  the  monthly  meeting  of  the  Liverpool  Chamber  of 
Commerce  on  Tuesday,  it  was  stated  that  the  committee's 
attention  had  been  called  to  a  recent  case  of  damage  to 
goods  on  shipboard,  and  it  was  pointed  out  that  there 
were  so  many  clauses  in  bills  of  lading  exempting  ship- 
owners from  responsibility  for  damage  to  goods  that  the 
shipper  had  often  to  rely  simply  on  the  good  will  of  the 
shipowner.  Particulars  of  the  case  in  question  were 
forwarded  to  the  Executive  Council  of  the  Association  of 
Chambers  of  Commerce,  who  are  considering  the  general 
question  of  bills  of  lading,  and  as  a  result  of  the  delibera- 
tions a  letter  had  been  sent  to  the  Board  of  Trade  stating, 
"  That  the  Council  of  the  Association  recognise  that  the 
subject  is  one  of  great  difficulty,  and  that  the  efforts  made 
on  various  occasions  in  this  country  to  obtain  uniformity  in. 
bills  of  lading  have  not  met  with  any  great  measure  of 
success.  They  are,  however,  of  opinion  that  if  an  inter- 
national conference  should  be  held  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
sidering this  question,  it  would  be  desirable  that  Great 
Britain,  with  its  vast  commercial  shipping  interests,  should 
be  represented." 

The  "Week's  Poisonings. 

The  total  of  poisoning  fatalities  since  our  last  report, 
although  not  so  heavy  as  in  the  previous  week,  has  yet  been, 
above  the  normal.  Sixteen  fatalities  are  recorded,  only  two 
of  which  were  caused  by  unscheduled  poisons.  A  young 
woman  at  Barnsley  inadvertently  drank  a  mixture  of  hydro- 
chloric acid  and  nitric  acid  in  mistake  for  whisky,  and  died 
in  agony.  A  party  of  children  at  Portsmouth  gathered  some 
berries  from  the  deadly  nightshade  and  ate  them,  one  of 
them,  a  boy  of  11,  dying  as  a  consequence.  Seven  deaths 
were  caused  by  laudanum,  one  each  at  Hull,  Sheffield,  Brad- 
ford, Finedon,  and  London,  and  two  at  Doncaster.  At  the 
latter  place  a  widow  was  one  of  the  victims,  the  other  being 
an  octogenarian  named  Wra.  Holmes,  who  on  August  21  pur- 
chased Is.  worth  of  laudanum  at  the  shop  of  Mr.  W.  H. 
White,  chemist  and  druggist,  Copley  Road,  Doncaster, 
saying  that  he  wanted  it  for  external  use.  Referring 
to  a  recent  poisoning- case,  Mr.  White  said  to  the  deceased, 
"  You  must  not  take  this  like  that  woman  did  in  Park  Road," 
and  deceased  replied,  "  Do  you  think  I'm  so  stupid  1 "  He, 
however,  drank  the  whole  of  the  laudanum  after  reaching 
home.  Dr.  Graham,  who  attended  deceased,  expressed  the 
opinion  that  a  restriction  ought  to  be  placed  on  the  sale  of 
laudanum,  and  suggested  that  chemists  should  not  be 
allowed  to  sell  the  drug  without  a  doctor's  prescription. — 
Carbolic  acid,  oxalic  acid,  and  prussic  acid  were  responsible 
for  two  deaths  each,  the  prussic  acid  being  taken  by  a 
jeweller  in  the  Old  Kent  Road,  S.E.,  and  by  a  gentleman, 
named  Wilkinson  who  lived  in  Leinster  Square,  W.  In  the 
latter  case  a  chemist  stated  that  the  deceased  had  bought 
1  oz.  of  prussic  acid  from  him  on  the  day  of  his  death, 
presumably  to  poison  a  dog. — The  remaining  fatality  occurred 
at  Charlton-cum-Hardy,  where  a  betting-man  poisoned  him- 
self with  chlorodyne. 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Theft  Charge. 
In  the  Belfast  Custody  Court  on  August  25,  two  lads,  aged 
14  and  13  years  respectively,  were  charged"  with  having 
broken  into  the  shop  of  Mr.  James  K.  Miskelly,  druggist, 
Castlereagh  Road,  and  stealing  therefrom  a  quantity  of 
goods.  The  case  was  adjourned  for  three  months  on  the 
undertaking  of  the  parents  to  pay  compensation. 


380 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


August  30,  1902 


Business  Change. 

Mr.  J.  Gorry,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  Naas,  Ireland,  has 
had  his  new  premises  completely  fitted  by  Messrs.  Evans, 
Sons  &  Co.,  Liverpool,  in  excellent  style,  including  the  shield- 
recess  shop-rounds. 

Overdue  Account. 

The  Guardians  of  the  Cavan  Union  have  received  a  letter 
from  Mr.  J.  J.  Cole,  chemist,  Cavan,  threatening  proceedings 
if  not  paid  the  amount  of  his  account.  The  Chairman  said 
that  Mr.  Cole  took  the  contract  subject  to  the  sanction  of 
the  Local  Government  Board,  and  until  that  was  received 
the  account  could  not  be  paid. 

Doctor's  Delay. 

The  Cavan  Guardians  at  their  last  meeting  received  a 
letter  from  the  Local  Government  Board  asking  to  be 
informed  why  Dr.  Grier,  medical  officer  of  Ballinagh,  had 
delayed  sending  medicine  for  analysis.  The  Chairman :  If 
the  doctors  do  not  send  the  medicines  for  analysis  we  will 
not  be  allowed  half  the  cost.  The  Clerk  :  We  do  not  know 
what  day  Dr.  Grier  got  the  medicines.  The  Chairman  :  The 
djctors  know  the  difference  between  two  and  three  guineas. 

The  Dublin  Horse-show. 

Amongst  the  exhibits  at  the  Dublin  Show,  which  has  been 
held  during  the  week,  are  by  of  Messrs.  Day,  Son  &  Hewitt, 
Baker  Street,  London,  whose  Dublin  agent  is  Mr.  John 
Seton,  55  Middle  Abbey  Street.  The  veterinary  medicines 
included  the  "  Stock-breeder's  Medicine-chest."  At  Stand  134 
Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd,  Bride  Street,  Dublin,  showed  drugs 
and  pharmaceutical  preparations,  together  with  sulphate  of 
copper,  which  is  one  of  the  ingredients  of  the  firm's  spraying- 
rjowder,  "  Solan  Salvo,"  a  capital  preventive  of  potato-blight. 
The  firm  are  the  only  makers  in  Ireland  of  methylated  spirit, 
and  naturally  large  quantities  are  daily  sent  out.  White's 
saccharised  magnesia  and  Watts's  remedies  for  the  horse 
also  occupied  places  on  Messrs.  Boileau  &  Boyd's  stand. 

Both  the  Whip  and  the  Reins. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Cootehill  Guardians  Mr.  Duffy 
(Guardian)  referred  to  the  Local  Government  Board's  letter 
about  the  medicine-contractor,  Mr.  Armstrong,  not  offering 
as  good  terms  as  other  Unions  got.  Was  not,  he  asked,  Mr. 
Armstrong's  tender  the  lowest?  The  Clerk:  He  gave  the 
highest  abatement.  Mr.  Duffy :  He  had  a  right  to  the  con- 
tract. He  gave  genuine  drugs  at  a  reasonable  figure.  The 
Chairman  :  The  Local  Government  Board  have  ideas  of  their 
own,  and  a  lot  of  them  are  not  just  or  fair  to  the  ratepayers. 
Mr.  Eeany :  What  fault  could  they  find  for  accepting  the 
lowest  tender  1  The  Chairman :  They  always  find  faults. 
They  want  to  hold  both  the  whip  and  reins  in  their  own 
hands.  Mr.  Reany :  Better  for  us  to  ask  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board  to  send  us  down  bidders  in  the  future  for  the 
medicine.  The  Chairman  :  They  want  to  leave  us  nothing  to 
do  or  say. 

The  Garlic-cure. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Bailieboro'  Board  of  Guardians 
the  following  letter  was  read  from  Dr.  James  Clarke,  The 
Cottage,  Mullagh  :— 

I  would  thank  you  to  forward  the  garlic  treatment  as  requisi- 
tioned by  me.  As  some  words  appear  to  have  been  expressed 
against  this  treatment  at  your  Board,  more  bombastic  than 
dignified,  I  must  now  call  your  attention  to  the  mention  by  that 
great  authority,  Professor  Whitla,  in  his  1898  edition  of  one  of  his 
works,  of  the  treatment  of  consumption  by  garlic,  or  rather  by  an 
oil  derived  from  garlic,  named  sulphide  of  allyl.  Further,  gentle- 
men, garlic  is  an  honoured  drug  of  the  United  States  Pharma- 
copoeia, and  is  used  largely  by  distinguished  medical  men  all  over 
the  world.  Further  remarks  are  unnecessary,  unless  that  you 
may,  now  knowing  the  truth,  hesitate  no  longer  to  unselfishly 
offer  the  benefit  of  this  treatment  to  the  poor  afflicted  with  this 
disease.  P.S. — Further  authorities  quoted  for  the  benefit  of  the 
Guardians  are  the  following  distinguished  professors :  Professor 
Cardizzani  and  Professor  Poore.  Good  results  and  undoubted 
cures  are  signed  by  Dr.  Kingwood,  of  Kells ;  Dr.  Mhichin,  of 
Kells ;  and  others. 

The  Clerk:  The  Local  Government  Board  have  written  to 
say  that  they  cannot  allow  recoupment  out  of  the  Local 
Taxation  Account  for  garlic,  as  it  is  not  contained  in  the 
prescribed  list  of  medicines. 


Analysis  Doubted. 

At  the  last  meeting  of  the  Enniscorthy  Guardians  the 
following  letter  was  read  from  Messrs.  Thacker  &  Hoffe, 
Dublin  :— 

We  beg  to  acknowledge  receipt  of  your  letter  and  Sir  C.  A. 
Cameron's  report  on  aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia.  This  article 
we  do  not  make,  but  purchase  it  from  Messrs.  Howard  &  Sons, 
Stratford,  London,  who  guarantee  its  standard  strength.  We  are 
forwarding  the  analysis  to  them  for  their  remarks.  When  we 
hear  from  them  we  shall  give  you  their  explanation.  We  may  say 
that  this  article  has  been  analysed  several  times  within  the  past 
month,  and  it  has  been  reported  in  every  case  correct,  with  this 
exception. 

The  letter  was  marked  "  Bead." 


Scotcb  IRem 


Local  newspapers  containing  marked  items  of  news  interesting 
to  the  trade  are  always  welcomed  by  the  Editor. 


Personal. 

Mr.  Robert  Mathieson,  chemist  and  druggist,  Innerleithen, 
has  been  appointed  a  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  the  county  of 
Peebles. 

Poisoning. 

On  August  23  a  Dysart  miner  drank  a  poisonous  lotion  in 
mistake  for  medicine,  and  died  before  medical  aid  could  be 
obtained. 

Glasgow  Notes. 

On  Friday,  August  22,  Mr.  R.  Ritchie,  chemist  in  Lord 
Overtoun's  chrome-works  at  Rutherglen,  dropped  dead  just  as 
he  emerged  from  his  house  to  go  to  the  laboratory. 

A  Glasgow  romancist  makes  his  hero,  a  medical  student, 
escape  from  gaol  by  means  of  "  chloroform-pellets,"  which 
he  administers  to  the  gaoler  in  wine.    Rudyard  has  rivals. 

A  suburban  chemist  has  issued  a  circular  in  which  he 
boldly  claims  that,  being  a  qualified  chemist  and  not  a 
storekeeper,  he  can  personally  vouch  for  the  strength  and 
purity  of  the  drugs  and  chemicals  offered  by  him. 

A  censorious  medical  gentleman,  in  a  newspaper  letter, 
calls  for  the  reform  or  abolition  of  the  Glasgow  Faculty  of 
Physicians  and  Surgeons,  on  the  ground  that,  as  at  present 
constituted,  it  is  an  anachronism  and  a  nuisance. 

Local  chemists  are  wondering  why  the  envoy  from  the 
Glasgow  Trade  Association  did  not  put  in  an  appearance  at 
the  Dundee  meeting  of  Pharmaceutical  Associations,  and 
why  nothing  was  said  of  the  programme  and  progress  of  the 
new  undertaking.    Has  the  Executive  gone  to  sleep  1 

Mr.  J.  Graham  Keir,  M.A.,  has  received  the  appointment 
of  Professor  of  Natural  History  in  Glasgow  University, 
rendered  vacant  by  the  resignation  of  Professor  John 
Young,  M.D.  Mr.  Keir  had  a  brilliant  career  at  Edinburgh 
University,  and  as  naturalist  to  an  expedition  sent  out  to 
Grand  Chaca  by  the  Argentine  Government  he  suffered 
great  hardships,  but  saved  the  expedition  from  disaster  when 
it  was  deserted  by  its  leaders. 


jfrencb  mem 

(From  our  Paris  Correspondent.) 


Milk. — MM.  Bordas  and  Raczkowski  have  communicated 
to  the  Paris  Academy  of  Sciences  the  result  of  interesting- 
researches  made  by  them  on  milk.  They  have  given  special 
attention  to  the  practice  of  skimming  milk,  and  insist  on 
the  necessity  of  more  stringent  measures  for  the  supply  of 
pure  milk,  especially  to  children.  They  have  also  studied 
the  subject  of  mechanically  milking  cows,  for  which  india- 
rubber  tubes  are  used.  They  draw  attention  to  the  fact 
that  it  suffices  for  a  little  milk  to  have  remained  in  one  of 
these  tubes  to  bring  about  the  fermentation  of  the  whole  of 
the  next  milking. 
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Microbe  of  Dysentery.— Professor  Chantemesse,  in  the 
Academie  des  Sciences,  discoursed  on  the  discovery,  in  1888, 
by  Cornil  and  Widal,  of  the  dysentery-bacillus,  and  related 
various  experiments  in  connection  with  it  which  have  since 
been  made.  He  is  of  opinion  that  the  time  has  not  yet 
arrived  to  give  it  a  name,  as  the  investigations  are  not  yet 
complete,  although  there  is  little  doubt  as  to  its  existence. 

"  Le  Journal  des  Savants,"  that  oldest  of  French  journals 
— for  it  holds  a  record  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven  years 
of  existence — is  to  be  rejuvenated  and  brought  more  or  less 
up  to  date.  Hitherto  its  sole  contributors  have  been  members 
of  the  French  Institute,  comprising  the  five  Academies,  but 
next  year  articles  will  be  received  from  minor  lights  of 
the  scientific  world  who  have  not  attained  to  Academic 
honours.  M.  Gaston,  Paris,  will  be  editor-in-chief,  and  he 
will  be  assisted  by  several  well-known  men,  including 
M.  Berthelot,  the  famous  chemist.  Four  pages  will  be 
reserved  for  a  "  Chronicle  of  the  Institute,"  in  which  the 
meetings  and  work  of  the  Academies,  including  medicine  and 
science,  will  be  analysed  for  the  public  benefit. 

A  Dentist's  Advertisement. — Being  at  St.-Quentin  a 
few  days  ago,  I  noticed  in  the  general  waiting-room  and 
booking-office  of  the  railway-station  a  glass  case  containing 
a  dentist's  advertisement.  It  was  a  very  ornate  affair.  In 
the  centre  was  the  practitioner's  photograph  in  a  white- 
metal  frame,  while  all  around  were  sets  of  teeth,  bridges, 
moulds,  and  such  like  attributes  of  a  dentist's  stock-in-trade. 

Many  were  marked  "  This  style  costs  "  with  the  price. 

The  showcase  was  held  in  place  by  gaudy  gilt  supports.  In 
addition  to  the  articles  already  mentioned,  it  also  contained 
the  face,  in  wax,  of  a  smiling  lady  wearing  a  gorgeous  golden 
crown,  but  with  several  teeth  missing  from  the  upper  jaw 
of  her  open  mouth,  presumably  to  show  how  youth  and 
beauty  are  marred  by  an  incomplete  set  of  teeth.  A  few 
medals  and  such  like  trifles  completed  the  display. 

From  Politics  to  Business. — In  the  heart  of  Montmartre, 
Paris,  and  well  within  a  hundred  miles  of  the  Moulin  Rouge, 
the  passer-by  is  just  now  attracted  by  a  huge  band  of  calico 
nailed  over  the  front  of  a  shop,  bearing  an  inscription  which 
reads  :  "  Charles  Bernard's  popular  pharmacy  will  be  opened 
shortly."  It  is  in  the  rue  Duhesme,  and  to  the  uninitiated  this 
may  mean  simply  "  another  cutting  pharmacy,"  but,  as  a 
matter  of  fact,  it  signifies  that  a  former  member  of  the 
French  Parliament,  who  was  defeated  at  the  last  General 
Election,  intends  transferring  his  parliamentary  eloquence  to 
the  pharmacy-counter.  M.  Bernard  was  one  of  the  repre- 
sentatives for  Bordeaux  in  the  last  Parliament,  and  had  a 
reputation  as  something  of  a  fire-eater.  He  sat  on  the 
opposition  benches  as  a  Nationalist,  and  having  transferred 
his  political  aspirations  to  the  Eighteenth  Arrondissement  of 
Paris,  in  which  his  new  pharmacy  is  situated,  was  defeated 
there  by  M.  Rouanet,  a  Socialist.  It  may  be  that  M.  Bernard 
is  settling  in  the  district  with  a  view  to  parliamentary 
honours  in  the  future,  and  if  energy  and  eloquence  go  for 
anything  he  has  hope  of  better  luck  next  time. 

Serum  Treatment  for  Anthrax. — Dr.  Doyen  has  laid 
before  the  Paris  Academy  of  Medicine  the  fact  that  boils, 
carbuncles,  and  anthrax  may  be  successfully  submitted  to  the 
serum  treatment.  He  showed  the  meeting  an  albuminous 
liquid,  which,  administered  in  doses  of  5  to  10  c.c,  is  effica- 
cious against  the  staphylococcus  microbe.  In  fifty  cases  a 
deep  intramuscular  injection  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the 
eruption,  practised  before  the  formation  of  a  core  in  the 
boil,  resulted  in  immediate  relief  and  a  speedy  cessation  of 
pain,  followed  by  the  collapse  of  the  tumour  and  a  final  cure 
within  from  twenty-four  to  forty-eight  hours.  If  the  core  of 
the  boil  has  already  been  formed,  the  spread  of  the  inflam- 
mation is  immediately  checked  by  the  injection ;  the  core  is 
eliminated  in  two  or  three  days  without  pain,  the  pus  being 
allowed  to  issue  in  drops  through  an  epidermic  puncture, 
and  cicatrisation  takes  place  in  from  two  to  four  days.  In 
instances  where  the  core  had  attained  large  proportions 
the  grave  symptoms  began  to  disappear  after  one  injection 
of  10  c.c.  of  serum.  In  less  than  twelve  hours  the  suppura- 
tion diminishes,  the  diseased  parts  soften  and  issue  through 
orifices  in  the  skin ;  and  in  four  or  five  days  the  wound  is 
reduced  to  an  epidermic  opening,  and  cicatrises  in  a  rela- 
tively short  time.  The  largest  carbuncles  cure  without  any 
incision  or  cauterisation,  yielding  to  a  simple  emollient  and 


aseptic  dressing.  The  injections,  about  two  hundred  in 
number,  made  by  Dr.  Doyen,  and  fully  specified  by  him,  have 
never  produced  an  abscess. 

A  Poetic  Description  of  Pasteur's  Tomb. — I  quote 
the  following  from  M.  Michel  Corday's  recent  novel,  "Venus, 
ou  les  deux  risques"  : — 

The  doctor  says  to  his  friend,  "Lat  us  go  to  the  concierge 
(porter)  and  ask  him  to  admit  us  to  the  mister's  tomb.  For  you 
know  that  Pasteur  reposes  here,  under  his  Institute.  The  concierge 
himself  is  illustrious.  It  is  Jupille,  you  know,  the  little  shepherd, 
bitten  while  he  fought  weaponless  against  a  mil  dog — Pasteur's 
first  care.  Here  is  the  bronze  group,  the  animal  and  the  lad, 
which  immortalises  the  struggle  and  the  date.  Jupille  is  the  only 
concierge  in  the  world  who  has  his  statue  in  front  of  his  lodge.".  . . 
Jupille  brought  the  keys  and  opened  the  gate  chiselled  on  the 
blackness  of  the  tomb.  He  turned  a  switch,  and  four  electric 
lamps  were  lighted  on  the  ends  of  candelabra  supported  by 
bronze  brackets.  On  the  mosaic  pavement  of  a  Byzantine  crypt 
lay  a  massive  black  shiny  slab,  which  was  halved  with  light  by  the 
white  marble  altar  on  the  end  wall.  Thus  the  immortal  savant 
sleeps  beneath  this  ponderous  granite  before  the  emblem  of 
religion,  among  the  frescoes  which  recount  the  work  of  Science 
and  Charity.  And  the  stones  which  go  to  make  up  the  mosaics 
are  less  numerous  than  the  existences  saved  by  the  master.  Sowing 
redemption  unto  the  last,  he  fully  accomplished  his  life,  and  passed 
away  in  an  apotheosis.  And  now  his  glory,  granite,  of  bronze,  of 
marble,  reposes  eternal  and  unshaken  in  the  halo  of  the  religious 
sign,  among  the  world's  veneration. 

The  Chapter  of  Accidents. — It  is  curious  to  contrast 
the  minute  precautions  with  which  the  law  (and  the  ex- 
perienced pharmacist's  own  jealous  supervision)  surrounds 
the  sale  of  poisons  and  the  shocking  carelessness  of  people 
not  always  belonging  to  the  uneducated  classes.  Take  for 
instance  this  tragedy  in  the  rue  St.-Maur,  Paris,  last  week. 
Mme.  Mestre,  the  wife  of  an  optician,  being  somewhat 
feeble,  was  prescribed  a  potion,  said  to  contain  gentian  and 
strychnine,  to  sharpen  her  appetite.  The  pharmacist  who 
dispensed  the  medicine  delivered  it  in  a  proper  bottle,  but  a 
relative  who  brought  it,  "  wishing  to  keep  the  little  bottle," 
seems  to  have  poured  it  into  the  first  empty  bottle  he  found 
handy.  This  happened  to  be  the  receptacle  in  which  a  little 
weak  claret-and-water  (the  "Eau  Rougee,"  which  is  the 
habitual  beverage  of  French  children)  was  kept.  The  con- 
sequence may  be  foreseen.  While  the  mother  was  busy  in 
another  room  a  child  of  3  asked  for  a  drink,  and  a  boy  of  11 
poured  out  a  draught  from  the  eau  rougee  bottle.  Soon 
after,  the  little  victim  was  carried  to  the  nearest  hospital  in 
a  terribly  precarious  state,  and  for  the  time  being  impreca- 
tions were  heaped  on  everyone  (including  the  pharmacist 
and  doctor),  except,  of  course,  the  mean  relative  who  wanted 
"  the  little  bottle." 

Danval. — The  following  is  an  account  given  by  Danval, 
the  ex-convict  pharmacist,  of  his  experiences  in  the  convict 
settlement : — ■ 

"I  cannot  sit  still,"  he  said.  "  Since  I  am  back  in  France  my  blood 
seems  to  flow  quicker  in  my  veins.  Formerly  I  had  an  excellent 
constitution.  In  fact,  soon  after  my  arrival  at  the  convict  station. 
I  went  to  sleep  one  night  in  my  clothes,  which  were  wet  through, 
in  the  hope  of  catching  a  congestion  of  the  lungs  and  dying — at 
that  moment  death  was  my  fixed  idea.  I  was  taken  ill  as  a  result, 
but  not  very  seriously.  Now  I  am  getting  on  in  years.  If  my 
pardon  had  been  delayed  a  little,  I  should  have  been  unfit  for  hard 
manual  labour,  and  my  means  of  livelihood  would  have  disap- 
peared, which  meant  misery  for  myself  and  family."  Asked  if  the 
life  in  New  Caledonia  was  very  hard,  he  said,  "  No  ;  I  was  always 
well  treated.  If  I  had  not  felt  the  feeling  of  revolt  of  an  innocent 
man  unjustly  condemned,  my  existence  would  have  been  very 
bearable.  Guilty,  I  should  certainly  have  been  happy  enough. 
After  having  to  work  for  several  months  as  a  navvy,  I  was 
employed  as  bookkeeper  at  a  rum  distillery  at  Bacouya,  and 
later  an  officer  of  the  garrison  engaged  me  as  tutor  to  his  son.  I 
afterwards  became  watchman  at  a  lighthouse,  and  after  one  or  two 
other  occupations  I  was  finally  engaged  in  the  pharmacy.  As  I 
prepared  remedies  for  officers  and  officials,  they  often  gave  me 
presents  of  money — 5f.  or  lOf. — and  thus  I  collected  about  800f. 
(32/.),  which  amount  enabled  me  to  start  pretty  well  when  I  got  a 
concession  of  land.  For  a  pharmacist  the  work  was  very  hard,  but 
I  persevered.  Soon  after  I  got  my  concession  I  married,  and 
brought  up  my  children  with  the  greatest  care.  I  had  some 
difficulty  in  getting  away  from  New  Caledonia,  even  when 
pardoned,  but  everything  was  finally  arranged.  So  far  I  have 
formed  no  distinct  projects  for  the  future.  I  have  placed  my 
future  in  the  hands  of  the  gentlemen  who  took  my  case  in  hand." 
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South  Hfrican  lAewe. 

(From  our  Correspondents.) 


Transvaal  Trade  Returns.— The  Customs  returns  for 
the  six  months  ended  June  last  show  that  the  total  value  of 
-imports  during  that  time  was  4,217,698/.,  as  compared  with 
1,143,192/.  during  the  corresponding  period  of  last  year.  The 
Customs  dues  during  the  six  months  amounted  to  527,065/., 
against  168,446/.  during  the  corresponding  period  of  1901. 

Smokes  for  Tommy. — A  recent  issue  of  the  Natal 
Advertiser  states  that  Mr.  Magness  Elgar  (of  Martin,  Elgar 
&,  Co.,  who  represent  various  drug  and  sundries  houses  in 
South  Africa)  superintended  the  forwarding  at  Durban  of 
50,000  cigars  sent  by  Messrs.  Spencer  &  Co.  (Limited),  of 
Madras  and  Dindigul,  for  free  distribution  among  the  troops 
stationed  at  Paardekop,  Harrismith,  Bethlehem,  Standerton, 
Volksrust,  Kroonstadt,  and  other  places  in  the  colony.  The 
cigars  were  worth  about  200/.  in  bond. 

A  Tale  of  a  Dispensary. — In  describing  the  great  fire 
at  Cape  Town,  South  Africa  comments  on  the  railway 
dispensary,  the  enormous  stock  carried,  the  gigantic 
business  the  proprietors  do  with  the  railway  employes,  and 
so  on.  It  is  a  pretty  story,  and  we  hesitate  to  spoil  it  by 
stating  that  Messrs.  B.  A.  De  Vries  &c  Son,  the  proprietors  of 
the  railway  dispensary  referred  to,  have  not  conducted 
business  on  the  site  for  many  months — perhaps  six  months 
prior  to  the  fire — so  the  writer  of  the  paragraph  in  question 
is  "a  little  bit  out." 

Personal. — Amongst  other  colonial  chemists  now  in 
London  is  Mr.  George  Rankin,  of  Klerksdorp,  Transvaal.  He 
was  one  of  the  first  to  return  to  his  home  after  the  entry  of 
the  British  troops  into  the  Transvaal  capital.  Mr.  Rankin 
may  be  addressed  care  of  Messrs.  May,  Roberts  &  Co.,  during 
his  sojourn  in  England. — Mr.  F.  W.  Dawson,  chemist  and 
druggist  (Great  Britain),  having  taken  his  discharge  from  the 
Royal  Army  Medical  Corps  after  eighteen  months'  service 
as  compounder,  has  been  appointed  resident  chemist  and 
dispenser  at  the  Provincial  Hospital,  Port  Elizabeth. 

Official  Items. — At  the  Executive  meeting  of  the 
Colonial  Pharmacy  Board  held  at  Cape  Town  on  July  3, 
Mr.  A.  S.  Dillon  was  refused  registration,  his  papers  not 
being  in  order.  The  Under  Colonial  Secretary  consented  to 
the  erection  of  two  benches  in  the  board-rooms  for  the 
purpose  of  practical  chemistry.  The  Secretary  was  directed 
to  ask  the  authorities  in  the  Orange  River  Colony  and 
Transvaal,  if  chemist  and  druggists,  duly  registered  as  such 
in  the  Cape  Colony,  are  allowed  to  practise  in  the  Transvaal 
and  O.R.C.  by  virtue  of  such  registration.  The  Secretary 
•was  further  directed  to  inquire  if  any  regulations  have  as  yet 
"been  formulated  which  set  forth  the  conditions  generally 
upon  which  chemists  and  druggists  coming  from  other 
countries  will  be  licensed  in  the  territories  named. 

Business  Changes. — A  new  pharmacy  has  been  opened 
in  Main  Street,  Port  Elizabeth,  under  the  name  of  the 
Central  Pharmacy.  It  is  managed  by  Mr.  W.  Cheyne, 
chemist  and  druggist  (Great  Britain). — Messrs.  A.  Adams  & 
Co.,  pharmaceutical  chemists,  have  moved  into  their  new 
and  commodious  premises  in  Murchison  Street,  Lady- 
smith.  The  style  and  printing  of  the  circular  in  which 
Messrs.  Adams  &  Co.,  make  their  announcement  to  the  public 
would  do  no  discredit  to  a  first-class  British  firm.  The 
circular  is  the  work  of  a  Maritzburg  firm,  and  the  list  of 
"Adams"  specialities  is  attractively  set  forth.  We  observe 
that  "  Chevril "  is  no  longer  in  the  list. — A  Natal  contem- 
porary announces  that  the  Yryheid  Pharmacy  will  shortly 
©pen  "  with  a  full  stock  imported  by  Mr.  T.  W.  Dukes,  F.C.S., 
M.S.C.I.,  Eng.,  chemist." 

Natal  Trade. — A  recent  issue  of  the  Natal  Government 
Gazette  gives  the  following  details  of  imports  into  the  colony 
.during  the  six  months  ended  June  30,  1902.  The  figures 
in  parentheses  are  for  the  corresponding  period  of  1901 : 
Apothecaries'  ware,  drugs,  and  chemicals,  46.918/.  (28,994/.)  ; 
acetic  acid  1,476  gals.,  339/.  (368  gals,  92/.);  medicinal 
preparations  33,254/.  (31,583/.);  drugs  (free),  10,902/. 
(8,090/.);  extracts  and  essences,  14,669/.  (15,388/.);  ochre, 
15,570  lbs.,  36?.  (23,510  lbs.,  111/.);  painters'  colours  and 
pigments,  12  516'.  (8,762'.);  perfumery,  7,998/.  (5,116/.); 


photo-ware,  14,630/.  (7,938/.);  saccharin,  445/.  (1,086'.); 
saltpetre,  82/.  (137  cwt.,  137/.);  sheep-dip,  3,018/.  (4,211/.); 
soaps,  other  than  toilet,  30,120/.  (40,064/.) ;  toilet,  9  334/. 
(4,540/.) ;  spices,  635/.  (1,644/.)  ;  spirit  of  wine,  38/.  (70/.)  ; 
glucose,  177/.  (273/.) 


Colonial  ano  foreign  iRem 


A  Cod-ltver-oil  Product. — The  importation  into  Russia 
of  "  Ossin,"  a  medicinal  preparation  made  from  cod-liver  oil 
by  the  chemical-factory  of  J.  E.  Stroschein  at  Berlin,  has 
been  sanctioned. 

Russian  Company-pharmacy. — A  company  has  been 
formed  in  Moscow,  under  the  style  of  W.  P.  Ferrein  Company, 
to  take  over  the  pharmacy,  chemical  and  pharmaceutical 
laboratories  of  W.  P.  Ferrein,  of  Moscow.  The  capital 
amounts  to  l,000,000r. 

Japanese  Camphor.— The  Nippon  Camphor  Company 
(Limited),  of  Kobe,  has  been  taken  over  by  the  Monopoly 
Bureau  of  the  Formosan  Government,  and  is  carrying  on  the 
business  as  hitherto,  under  the  name  of  the  Kobe  Branch  of 
the  Monopoly  Bureau  of  the  Formosan  Government,  at 
No.  4  Fukiai,  Kumoidori,  Kobe,  Japan. 

An  International  Pharmacopoeia. — By  the  invitation 
of  the  Belgian  Government  an  International  Conference  for 
the  unification  of  heroic  medicines  will  open  in  Brussels  on 
September  15.  Dr.  Donald  MacAlister,  of  Cambridge,  will 
represent  this  country,  and  the  United  States  has,  through 
Col.  John  Hay,  Foreign  Secretary,  appointed  as  American 
delegates  Dr.  Frederick  B.  Power  (Director  of  the  Wellcome 
Research  Laboratories,  London,  Eng.)  and  Dr.  Horatio  C. 
Wood  (President  of  the  U.S.  Pharmacopoeia  Convention). 

Careless  Prescribing. — A  somewhat  curious  charge  of 
causing  bodily  harm  was  recently  brought  against  a  doctor 
at  Stettin,  Prussia.  The  medical  man  prescribed  1  gram  of 
cocaine,  which  he  told  the  patient  to  procure  at  a  pharmacy 
and  bring  with  him  at  the  next  consultation  for  use  as  an 
injection.  The  patient,  however,  took  the  cocaine  in  one  dose, 
and  had  a  narrow  escape  from  fatal  poisoning.  The  doctor 
pleaded  that  he  had  impressed  upon  the  man  that  he  was  to 
bring  the  cocaine  with  him.  The  man,  however,  swore  that 
he  had  been  told  to  take  it.  The  Court  was  of  opinion  that 
the  doctor  had  not  exercised  sufficient  care  to  prevent  an 
injury,  and  fined  him  100m. 

Customs  Laboratories  in  Costa  Rica. — A  decree  re- 
cently promulgated  by  the  Government  of  Costa  Rica 
establishes  chemical  laboratories  in  the  Custom-houses  of 
San  Jose  and  Punta  Arenas  for  the  examination  of  the 
goods  imported  into  the  country,  and  especially  the  foods 
and  drinks,  as  well  as  all  drugs  and  preparations  used  in 
medicine,  pharmacy,  and  perfumery.  The  Custom-houses 
will  retain,  according  to  instructions  of  the  Secretary  of  the 
Treasury,  a  sample  of  each  article  subject  to  analysis,  to  be 
transmitted  to  the  chemical  office.  These  will  be  simply 
numbered  and  their  consignment  recorded  in  a  book  for  the 
purpose  of  notifying  the  owner  of  the  result. 

Kaolin  in  Bread. — A  Times  correspondent  at  Oporto 
says  that  the  Portuguese,  who  pay  for  their  bread  a  price 
higher  than  that  paid  by  almost  any  other  nation,  have  just 
discovered  that  they  have  (no  one  knows  for  how  long)  been 
the  victims  of  an  adulteration  of  bread — an  adulteration 
found  to  be  widespread  and  of  appalling  proportions.  The 
analyses  of  "  flour "  show  such  percentages  of  ground  rice- 
husks,  sawdust,  and  kaolin  (china  clay)  that  almost  pass  all 
belief.  Here  is  one  of  them,  and  not  the  worst.  Flour  No.  3, 
composed  of  rice-husks,  sawdust,  and  53  per  cent,  of  kaolin. 
The  analyst  gravely  adds : — "  This  has  no  nutritive  value, 
and  is  absolutely  improper  for  consumption."  A  number  of 
dealers  in  this  stuff  have  been  arrested,  and  then  liberated 
on  fairly  substantial  bail,  and  a  certain  agitation  is  going  on 
in  the  Press ;  but,  so  far  as  can  be  judged,  public  opinion 
has  been  but  little  stirred  by  the  startling  revelations  just 
made — in  fact,  many  people  seem  to  treat  the  question  as  a 
joke,  talk  about  "  earning  one's  daily  sawdust,"  and  the  like. 
The  importation  of  flour  from  abroad  is  prohibited  by  law. 
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East  3ntoan  iRews, 


Bombay,  August  9,  1902. 

The  weather  here  is  hot,  and  business  is  very  quiet.  A 
few  miserable  flags  mark  Coronation  Day  in  (Parsee)  Bombay. 

Thirty-six  cases  of  snake-bite  wei'3  treated  with  Dr. 
Calmette's  serum  in  the  Central  Provinces  last  year,  of  which 
thirty-one  recovered  and  only  five  died. 

Municipal  Contract. — Messrs.  Kemp  &  Co.  (Limited), 
Bombay,  have  secured  the  contract  for  the  supply  of 
medicines  and  medical  appliances  to  the  Bombay  Municipality 
for  the  twelve  months  August,  1902,  to  July,  1903. 

A  Commercial  Department. — The  question  of  organising 
a  Commercial  Department  in  connection  with  the  Govern- 
ment of  India  is  now  proceeding,  but  it  is  understood  that 
the  scheme  will  not  take  definite  shape  until  Sir  Edward  Law 
returns  from  leave. 

Dr.  Malcolm  A.  Smith  has  left  Singapore  for  Bangkok  to 
join  Dr.  T.  Heyward  Hays  in  partnership  in  his  medical 
practice.  Dr.  Smith  has  studied  for  several  months  in  the 
London  School  of  Tropical  Medicine,  and  has  been  in  Singa- 
pare  for  eighteen  months. 

Indian  Indigo. — The  first  forecast  of  the  indigo-crop  of 
the  United  Provinces  for  1902  states  that  the  rapid  decline 
in  the  cultivation  brought  about  by  the  fall  of  prices 
continues.  The  total  area  sown  up  to  the  middle  of  April 
this  year  amounts  to  71,639  acres,  as  compared  with 
119,913  acres  returned  last  year ;  while  the  indigo  area 
which  received  canal  irrigation  up  to  May  31  last  has  been 
reported  by  the  Irrigation  Department  at  38.215  acres,  as 
compared  with  78,894  acres  last  year.  The  decrease  in  the 
former  area  amounts  to  40  per  cent.,  and  in  the  latter  to 
51  per  cent. ;  the  drop  last  year  being  37  and  50  per  cent, 
respectively.  Speaking  generally,  the  prospects  of  the  indigo 
crop  are  so  far  fair ;  but  the  character  of  the  monsoon  has 
not  yet  been  declared,  and  it  is  too  early  at  present  to  say 
what  the  final  yield  will  be. 


Hmerican  IRotes. 


A  Ketail  Combine.— Eight  of  the  leading  druggists  of 
San  Francisco  have  formed  a  combination,  and  they  will 
stand  together  in  the  purchase  of  pharmaceutical  and  labora- 
tory preparations.  They  feel  that  by  a  union  of  interests 
they  can  purchase  at  a  greater  advantage,  and  it  is  their 
intention  to  establish  their  own  manufactory,  and  to  a  large 
extent  supply  themselves.  Bills  of  sale  transferring  to  the 
Union  Drug  Company  eight  well-known  and  long-established 
drug-houses  were  executed  and  delivered  last  month. 

The  Marble  Girl. — A  report  comes  from  Toledo,  O.,  of 
a  girl,  the  daughter  of  Mr.  William  Stiles,  a  retired  chemist, 
formerly  of  Columbus,  Ohio,  whose  body  is  slowly  turning  to 
marble.  According  to  the  newspaper  tale,  the  body  is  turn- 
ing hard  and  white  from  the  feet  upwards.  Bits  of  the  hard 
substance,  chipped  from  the  body,  were  sent  by  Mr.  Stiles 
for  analysis,  and  were  pronounced  pure  marble.  The  father 
explains  that  he  was  experimenting  with  chemicals  in  the 
bathroom,  using  the  bath-tub  for  the  purpose,  and  neglected 
to  cleanse  it  properly.  His  daughter  took  a  bath  the  same 
night,  and  he  insists  that  the  chemicals  have  induced  the 
disease.  This  theory  is  scouted  by  the  doctors  in  attendance, 
who  are  entirely  baffled,  and  say  that  death  must  ensue  in  a 
few  months.  The  story  has  a  strong  transatlantic  flavour 
which  is  difficult  to  assimilate. 

Injunctions  Sought.— In  the  United  States  Court  at 
Cincinnati  last  month  the  Bayer  Company,  of  Elberfeld, 
instituted  an  action  against  the  William  S.  Merrill  Chemical 
Company,  of  Cincinnati.  It  is  sought  to  perpetually  enjoin 
the  Cincinnati  company  from  purchasing  or  selling  aristol 
and  phenacetin  other  than  that  made  by  the  complainant 
company.  The  defendant  company  have,  it  is  alleged,  been 
selling  phenacetin  tablets  and  aristol  under  the  chemical 


name  of  di-thymoldi  iodide.  The  petition  asks  for  an  in- 
junction against  further  infringement  and  an  accounting  up 
to  date.  The  New  York  company  will  further  enjoin  all 
those  firms  who  have  purchased  any  of  the  goods  from  the 
Merrill  company. — Dr.  Frank  A.  Osincup,  of  Waveily,  Iowa, 
has  been  served  with  the  papers  of  a  suit  brought  by  the  Anti- 
kamnia  Chemical  Company,  of  St.  Louis,  asking  for  $50,000 
damages  for  infringement  of  trade-mark,  and  an  injunction. 
It  appears  that  the  defendant,  who  was  a  practising  physician 
in  Waverly  until  recently,  has  gone  into  the  business  of 
manufacturing  a  substance  called  "Ka  Phonin,"  in  tablet 
form,  and  in  so  doing,  according  to  the  Antikamnia  people^ 
has  infringed  on  their  trade-mark. 


personalities. 


Mr.  John  Moss,  F.I.C.,  F.C.S.,of  theGa'en  Manufacturing- 
Company,  is,  we  regret  to  hear,  lying  dangerously  ill,  with 
little  hope  of  recovery. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Bernhard  sailed  last  Saturday  for  South  Af  rica 
on  behalf  of  the  Crown  Perfumery  Company.  He  is  to  call 
upon  chemists  in  all  the  colonies. 

Dr.  F.  B.  Power  has  now  returned  to  London.  On  the 
eve  of  his  leaving  New  York  he  was  entertained  to  dinner 
there  by  the  resident  members  of  the  Society  of  Chemical 
Industry.  The  dinner  was  served  in  the  Casino,  Central 
Park,  and  Professor  Chandler  presided. 

Mr.  Job  Preston,  chemist,  Fargate,  Sheffield,  according 
to  the  Sheffield  Independent.,  is  one  of  the  oldest  and  be.sfe 
respected  tradesmen  in  the  centre  of  the  city.  His  garb  of 
respectable  black  and  inevitable  top  hat  set  off  an  original 
figure.  He  is  a  very  great  Churchman,  but  a  still  greater 
Protestant,  in  which  capacity  he  acts  as  local  secretary  to 
the  N.P.A.  Romanism  has  a  sturdy  opponent  in  Mr.  Preston, 
who,  despite  his  strong  convictions,  has  friends  in  every 
camp. 

Mr.  F.  G.  Pirie,  general  manager  of  Camwal  (Limited), 
had  a  good  send-off  last  week  when  he  left  by  overland 
route  for  Marseilles,  where  he  joined  the  Opldr  for  Mel- 
bourne. We  may  now  stata  that  the  chief  object  of  Mr. 
Pirie's  visit  to  Australia  is  to  be  married,  and  the  staff  and 
employAi  of  Camwal  told  him  through  the  Secretary  (Mr. 
Butler)  that  he  and  Mrs.  Pirie  will  find  a  silver  tea  service 
in  their  residence  when  they  come  home — this  as  a  token  of 
the  regard  and  esteem  in  which  Mr.  Pirie  is  held  by  all  who 
are  associated  with  him  in  the  Camwal  business.  The 
London  staff  and  employes  are,  by  Mr.  Pirie's  invitation,  to 
dine  together  on  the  wedding-day,  October  6. 


Business  Changes, 


Mr.  J.  M.  RES3,  chemist,  Grays,  is  opening  a  business  sA- 
21  Cliff  Town  Road,  Southend-on-Sea. 

Mr.  W.  Wilcockbon,  chemist,  Osmiston,  Dirby,  has  ta'kea 
a  business  at  131  Abbey  Street,  Nuneaton. 

Mr.  M.  P.  Lewis,  chemist  and  druggist,  has  taken  crer 
the  business  lately  carriel  on  by  Mr.  Bulgin,  at  The  Broad- 
way, Ley  ton. 

In  consequence  of  increasing  trade  Messrs.  Duck  h  Son, 
St.  John's  Pharmacy,  Cardiff,  have  acquired  two  additional 
shops  adjoining  their  present  premises  in  the  Arcade. 

The  W.  O.  Smith  Company  (Limited),  formed  in  1893, 
having  gone  into  voluntary  liquidation,  the  drug-businesses 
at  Fareham  and  Titchfield,  Hants,  carried  on  by  Mr.  W.  O. 
Smith,  chemist  and  druggist,  for  over  twenty  years,  will 
again  be  carried  on  solely  by  him. 

The  business  for  many  years  carried  on  at  25a  Hattort 
Garden  by  the  late  Mr.  S.  G.  Denton,  manufacturer  of 
clinical  thermometers,  and  since  his  death  by  his  widow, 
has  now  been  acquired  by  his  son.  Mr.  Walter  Denton, 
Mr.  H.  H.  Windsor  has  no  further  connection  with  the  firm, 
which  will  be  carried  on  under  the  title  of  S.  G.  Dentoa 
&  Son. 
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Trade  Law. 

Sugar  in  Condensed  Milk.— The  hearing  of  this  case 
(see  C.  &  D.,  August  23,  page  359)  lias  not  yet  been  concluded. 
Tlie  evidence  was  resumed  at  North  London  Police  Court  on 
August  22,  when  Mr.  G.  C.  Moor  stated  that  the  sugar  in  con- 
densed milk  was  in  addition  to,  and  not  in  substitution  for,  the 
milk-value.  He  thought  it  undesirable  to  give  condensed  milk  to 
infants,  and  unnecessary  to  state  on  every  tin  that  sugar  was  used 
in  the  process  of  condensation.  The  other  witnesses  included 
Mr.  Lehmann,  an  importer  and  manufacturer  of  condensed  milk, 
who  only  knew  seven  brands  of  "  unsweetened  "  amongst  600  or 
700  brands  of  condensed  milk.  Mr.  Charles  Newton,  manager  to 
Van  der  Bergh,  manufacturers  of  the  "Acorn"  brand,  said  there 
was  practically  no  sale  for  "unsweetened"  condensed  milk,  and 
Mr.  Cushion  (Chairman  of  the  Metropolitan  Grocers'  Association), 
Mr.  J.  "Weeden,  and  Mr.  Alfred  Goodrich  (a  wholesale  grocerj 
corroborated.  The  last-named  witness  stated  that  in  five  years  he 
had  sold  624  tins  of  "unsweetened"  condensed  milk,  and  of  that 
number  100  had  been  returned.  In  one  year  he  sold  nearly 
750,000  tins  of  the  "  sweetened  "  variety. 

Payments  to  Travellers. — In  the  City  of  London  Court, 
on  Tuesday,  August  26,  before  Mr.  Assistant  Registrar  Tatter- 
shall,  an  action  was  brought  by  the  Anglo-Continental  Chemical- 
works  (Limited),  1  Rangoon  Street,  to  recover  against  Mr.  R. 
Hatfield,  104  East  Street,  Walworth,  the  sum  of  11.  10s.,  for 
chemical  goods  supplied.  The  plaintiffs'  case  was  that  the  de- 
fendant had  been  supplied  with  goods  as  far  back  as  February, 
1900.  The  order  was  taken  by  a  former  traveller  of  plaintiffs. 
The  defendant  said  he  had  made  payments  to  various  travellers 
who  had  called  upon  him  for  orders,  and  produced  a  receipt  given 
by  one  of  them  in  the  year  1900  for  15s.  on  account.  It  was  not 
usual  for  him  to  keep  receipts  for  so  long  a  time.  He  had  made 
entries  in  his  book  of  the  other  payments  which  he  had  made,  and 
they  totalled  up  to  the  amount  of  the  plaintiffs'  claim.  The 
Assistant-Registrar  told  defendant  that  six  years  was  the  time  for 
him  to  keep  his  receipts.  If  before  that  time  the  defendant  tore 
up  his  receipts  that  was  his  look-out.  The  plaintiffs'  representa- 
tive said  the  defendant  should  not  have  paid  the  money  to  the 
traveller.  The  Assistant-Registrar  said  the  plaintiffs  apparently 
kept  their  bDoks  very  bady.  The  amount  for  which  the  defendant 
held  a  receipt  had  not  been  credited  to  him.  There  was  no  notice 
that  he  (defendant)  was  not  to  pay  travellers,  and  if  the  plaintiffs 
employed  dishonest  travellers  it  was  their  misfortune.  Judgment 
was  entered  for  the  defendant,  who  was  allowed  his  expenses. 


High  Court  Case. 

"Tabloid"  Infringement. 

In  the  High  Court  of  Justice  on  Wednesday,  August  27,  Mr. 
Justice  Swinfen  Eady,  sitting  as  Vacation  Judge,  had  again 
before  him  the  matter  of  Wellcome  v.  Dixon,  which  was  a 
motion  by  the  plaintiff  for  an  injunction  to  restrain  the  de- 
fendant from  passing  off  or  selling  a  preparation,  &c,  not 
of  plaintiff's  manufacture.  When  the  matter  came  up  the 
previous  week,  counsel  for  plaintiff  stated  that  the  com- 
plaint had  reference  to  the  passing-off  of  "  tabloids."  An 
adjournment  for  a  week  was  granted,  and  on  Wednesday 
last  counsel  for  the  plaintiff  intimated  to  his  Lordship  that 
the  parties  agreed  to  treat  the  motion  as  the  hearing  of  the 
action,  the  defendant  agreeing  to  submit  to  a  perpetual 
injunction,  and  the  plaintiff  to  accept  an  agreed  sum  by 
way  of  damages.  His  Lordship  sanctioned  the  arrangement 
which  had  been  arrived  at. 


Customs  Act. 

The  Saccharin  Case. 

The  hearing  of  the  charges  against  Edwin  Brooke  and 
Edwin  Henry  Brooke  (C.  Sj  D.,  August  16,  page  315,  and 
August  23,  page  360),  for  carrying  and  having  in  their 
possession  and  dealing  in  saccharin  on  which  duty  had  not 
been  paid,  was  resumed  at  Southwark  Police  Court  on 
August  27.  Mr.  Alfred  William  Starkey,  confidential  officer 
in  the  Solicitors'  Department  of  his  Majesty's  Customs,  said 
he  found  a  number  of  casks  on  premises  in  Aberdour  Street 
containing  a  composition  treated  with  sulphate  of  aniline. 
The  material  found  in  the  casks  was  different  both  in  taste 
and  colour  from  that  which  the  prisoners  were  found  carry- 
ing.   The  former  was  bitter  and  did  not  indicate  to  him  that 


it  was  saccharin.  Had  he  been  an  examining  Customs 
officer  he  would  have  passed  the  stuff  in  the  casks  as  an 
undutiable  article.  Samuel  Sagar,  Customs  examining- 
officer  at  Folkestone,  deposed  that  on  June  30  he  examined 
one  of  the  casks  referred  to  by  the  last  witness  on  its  being 
landed  from  the  steamship  Walmer  from  Boulogne.  The 
contents  were  described  as  "  aniline  dyes,"  and  he  passed 
them  free  as  such  after  having  tasted  them.  He  had  often 
passed  saccharin,  but  never  before  aniline  dyes.  The  stuff 
in  the  casks  did  not  reveal  any  indication  to  him  that  it  was 
saccharin.  Charles  Samuel  Duvall,  another  Customs  exa- 
mining-officer  at  Folkestone,  stated  that  on  June  7  he  passed 
other  casks  subsequently  found  on  the  premises  in  Aberdour 
Street  as  containing  "painters'  colours."  He  opened 
one  cask  and  examined  the  stuff.  Subsequently  he 
saw  the  stuff  that  was  described  as  "  aniline  dyes," 
and  it  was  similar  to  that  which  he  had  passed. 
Mr.  Henry  Wilson  Davis,  F.I.C.,  a  Government  analyst,  said 
he  took  samples  from  three  of  the  casks  at  Aberdour  Street, 
all  of  which  contained  the  same  material.  On  analysis  he 
found  the  material  to  consist  of  50  per  cent,  of  saccharin, 
combined  with  sulphate  of  aniline,  sulphate  of  soda,  and 
a  small  proportion  of  free  sulphuric  acid.  These  latter 
materials  must  have  been  added  to  the  saccharin  to  disguise 
it.  He  saw  a  still  at  the  premises,  which,  from  what  one  of 
the  prisoners  said,  had  been  used  with  other  plant  to  liberate 
the  saccharin  from  the  impurities  with  which  it  had  been 
mixed.  From  the  quantity  of  fluid  aniline  he  saw  on  the 
premises  he  calculated  that  3,000  lbs.  of  the  crude  material 
had  been  dealt  with,  and  that  quantity  would  produce 
1,500  lbs.  of  pure  saccharin.  All  the  plant  and  apparatus  on 
the  premises  were  for  the  liberation,  and  not  the  manufacture, 
of  saccharin.  The  purification  was  obtained  by  methods  of 
heating,  distillation,  and  precipitation.  In  cross-examination, 
the  witness  said  the  crude  material  would  not  suggest  to 
anybody  by  its  taste  that  it  was  largely  saccharin.  A  wit- 
ness from  the  adjoining  factory  in  Aberdour  Street  said  the 
two  prisoners  always  kept  the  door  of  the  premises  tightly 
closed,  and  he  never  got  a  glimpse  of  the  interior.  Mr. 
Grain,  for  the  defence,  asked  that  the  case  against  the 
prisoners  should  be  adjourned  over  the  trial  of  their 
employer,  as  it  might  prejudice  the  case  against  him. 
Mr.  Chapman  said  he  saw  no  reason  for  such  an  adjournment, 
but  would  consider  the  matter,  and  again  remanded  the 
prisoners. 

Poisoned  FJesh  Prohibition  Act,  1864. 

At  Coventry,  on  August  23,  William  Henry  Walker  (90)  was 
summoned  by  Joseph  Clarke,  a  resident  in  the  Foleshill 
Road,  for  depositing  poisonous  meat  or  meal  in  the  street. 
Walker,  it  was  alleged,  was  seen  to  drop  bits  of  something 
on  the  pathway,  and  soon  afterwards  dogs  from  two  neigh- 
bouring houses  were  found  to  be  poisoned,  and  one  died. 
Mr.  Dale,  a  veterinary  surgeon,  and  Mr.  H.  W.  Jones,  of 
Messrs.  Wyleys  (Limited),  Coventry,  both  called  as  expert 
witnesses,  deposed  that  strychnine  had  been  used.  Defen- 
dant swore  that  he  had  had  no  strychnine  for  sixty  years, 
and  it  was  further  pointed  out  for  the  defence  that  no  proof 
had  been  brought  that  defendant  had  bought  any  poison, 
even  had  he  been  desirous  of  poisoning  the  dogs.  The 
Magistrates  were  equally  divided  in  their  opinions,  so  there 
was  no  conviction. 


Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Olive  Oil  is  a  Food. 

At  North  London  Police  Court  on  Wednesday,  August  27, 
before  Mr.  D'Eyncourt,  Messrs.  Hewes  &  Co.,  oil  and  colour 
men,  of  Clarence  Road,  Hackney,  were  summoned  by  the 
Hackney  Borough  Council  for  selling  as  pure  olive  oil  an 
article  which  Mr.  Leo  Taylor,  the  public  analyst,  certified 
to  be  an  extract  of  the  pea-nut.  Mr.  Williams  prosecuted 
for  the  Borough  Council,  and  Mr.  W.  J.  Attwater  defended. 
The  defendants  did  not  appear,  but  instructed  thiir  solicitor 
to  plead  guilty,  and  express  regret  that,  by  inadvertence,  an 
assistant  had  supplied  this  oil  when  asked  for  olive  oil.  Mr. 
Williams  said  he  supposed,  now  that  the  defendants  had 
pleaded  guilty,  there  was  no  more  to  be  said.  Mr.  D'Eyn- 
court :  Oh,  yes,  there  is.    I  want  to  know  something  about 
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it.  I  am  very  much  in  the  dark  at  present.  Are  the 
defendants  chemists,  or  what  ?  Mr.  Williams  :  No  ;  they  are 
oil  and  colour  men.  An  inspector  proved  the  purchase,  and 
Mr.  Leo  Taylor,  F.I.C.,  was  interrogated  as  to  the  uses  of 
olive  oil  and  its  value  in  comparison  with  nut  oil.  Mr. 
D'Eyncourt :  What  is  this  oil  made  from  ?  Mr.  Leo  Taylor  : 
The  pea-nut  or  the  monkey-nut.  Mr.  D'Eyncourt :  Is  the 
nut  oil  good  for  food  ?  Mr.  Leo  Taylor :  I  would  not  say  it 
is  harmful,  but  it  has  a  different  flavour  from  the  genuine 
olive  oil.  Mr.  D'Eyncourt :  Do  you  base  your  summons  upon 
Section  54  of  the  Act  of  38  and  39  Vic,  cap.  63,  which  deals 
with  foods  ?  Mr.  Williams :  Yes.  Mr.  D'Eyncourt :  What 
was  the  quantity  purchased  ?  Mr.  Williams  :  Fourpenny- 
worth.  And  that  would  work  out,  according  to  the  whole- 
sale price,  at  about  2^d.  as  the  proper  retail  price.  Mr. 
Attwater  having  made  some  remarks,  Mr.  D'Eyncourt  imposed 
a  fine  of  101.,  and  23s.  costs. 


City  and  County  Court  Cases. 

Empty  Vinegar-casks. 

At  Durham  County  Court  on  August  18,  Messrs.  T.  Halliday 
&  Co.,  druggists,  Durham,  were  sued  by  an  auctioneer  for 
3/.  12i.  or  the  return  of  six  vinegar-casks.  Defendants 
contended  that  they  had  bought  the  casks  at  auction  on  the 
understanding  that  they  were  included  in  the  price  ;  plaintiffs 
had  mentions:!  privately  after  the  sale  that  the  casks  were 
not  included,  hence  the  dispute.  Judgment  was  entered  for 
the  defendants,  with  costs. 

A  Successful  Counterclaim. 

At  the  Bournemouth  County  Court  on  August  21,  Samuel 
Taylor,  builder,  of  Pokesdown,  sued  Mr.  John  Wells,  a 
retired  chemist,  for  11.  3s.  Zi.,  the  balance  of  an  account  for 
work  done.  The  claim  was  admitted,  but  there  was  a 
counterclaim  for  10/.  as  unliquidated  damages,  which  had 
arisen  in  regard  to  an  alleged  encroachment  by  Taylor.  The 
question  of  damages  and  of  right  was  argued  at  some 
length,  and  ultimately  Judge  Philbrick,  K.C.,  awarded  Mr. 
Wells  91.  3s.  2i.  on  the  counterclaim. 

Even-handed  Justice. 

In  the  City  of  London  Court  on  August  22,  Messrs.  A.  Crepin 
&  Co.,  10  St.  Dunstan's  Hill,  E.C.,  sued  Messrs.  Godson  & 
Winterton,  23  Bevis  Marks,  E.C.,  for  the  sum  of  11.  Is.  money 
paid  for  goods  not  received.  The  plaintiffs  said  the  dispute 
was  in  reference  to  a  case  of  shellac.  They  ordered  it  from 
the  defendants,  and  they  paid  for  it  and  received  a  delivery 
order.  The  defendants  gave  them  an  invoice  showing  the 
weight  to  be  2  cwt.  1  qr.  26  lbs.  The  goods  were  delivered 
to  their  customer  20  lbs.  short.  The  defendants'  case  was 
that  the  weight  was  quite  correct.  They  weighed  the 
shellac  and  checked  it.  Judge  Lumley  Smith  said  it  was  a 
ridiculous  sort  of  dispute.  How  was  he  to  decide  it  ?  He 
would  find  for  the  plaintiffs  for  half  the  amount  sued  for. 
Judgment  accordingly. 


$ankruptq>  IReports. 


Be  John  Hedley,  Jun.,  Brabant  House,  Philpot  Lane,  E.C., 
Merchant. 

The  first  meeting  of  creditors  in  this  case  was  held  last  Friday 
at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court,  before  Mr.  H.  E.  Burgess, 
Assistant  Receiver.  The  debtor  came  to  London  in  1886,  and 
went  into  the  chemical-and  drug  trade  as  a  clerk.  Five  years 
later  he  started  a  merchant's  business  in  partnership  with 
another  as  Windschuegl,  Hedley  &  Co.  That  partnership  was 
dissolved  in  1894,  and  the  debtor  continued  the  business  alone,  but 
in  view  of  a  proposed  partnership  with  his  clerk  he  adopted  the 
style  of  Hedley,  Reitmeyer  &  Co.  There  has  been  considerable 
litigation,  and  the  business  was  thrown  into  Chancery.  No 
accounts  have  been  filed,  but  the  debtor  roughly  estimates  his 
liabilities  at  400/.  to  500/.,  and  his  assets,  consisting  of  various 
claims,  at  about  5,000/.  He  ascribes  his  appearance  at  the  court 
to  the  failure  of  his  counterclaims  in  the  actions.  The  meeting 
was  adjourned  until  next  month,  in  the  absence  of  a  quorum  of 
creditors. 


Be  Thomas  Crow,  2  Dyer's  Buildings,  Holborn,  and  Chapel  Place, 
Long  Lane,  S.E.,  Chemical  and  Colour  Merchant. 

This  debtor  filed  his  petition  at  the  London  Bankruptcy  Court 
on  August  7.  The  first  meeting  of  the  creditors  was  held  before 
Mr.  C.  A.  Pope,  Assistant  Receiver,  on  August  25.  It  appeared 
that  the  debtor  commenced  business  in  1893,  without  capital,  and 
owing  100?.  The  trading  yielded  a  clear  profit  of  100/.  a  year,  and 
only  a  small  amount  was  owing  in  respect  of  it.  The  debtor  was 
advised  to  file  his  petition,  as  under  the  will  of  his  father,  who 
died  in  1899,  he  has  acted  as  co-executor  with  his  brother,  who 
continued  their  late  father's  business,  which  is  now  insolvent.  He 
(debtor)  returns  his  liabilities  in  connection  therewith  at  1,493/., 
and  has  filed  accounts  showing  liabilities  1,782/.  (including  the 
said  1,493/.)  and  assets  50/.  In  the  absence  of  any  offer  the  case 
was  left  in  the  hands  of  the  Official  Receiver  to  be  wound  up  hi 
bankruptcy.  The  public  examination  of  the  debtor  is  fixed  for 
September  30.  The  only  trade-creditor  appeared  to  be  the  Lyd- 
brook  Chemical  Company,  Lydbrook,  N.B.,  11/.  12s.  3d. 

Be  Thomas  Blythman,  late  of  12  Elvet  Bridge,  Durham,  Drug- 
store Proprietor.  —The  public  examination  of  this  debtor  took 
place  at  the  Durham  Bankruptcy  Court  on  August  26.  The 
statement  of  affairs  discloses  liabilities  amounting  to  314/.  18s.  4<Z., 
of  which  270/.  2s.  10<Z.  was  expected  to  rank  for  dividend,  and 
assets  estimated  to  produce  60/.  Bad  trade  was  alleged  as  the 
cause  of  failure.  After  a  severe  examination  by  the  Official 
Receiver,  an  adjournment  was  ordered. — A  first  meeting  of  the 
creditors  was  held  at  the  Three  Tuns  Hotel  on  August  26.  The 
Official  Receiver  (Mr.  J.  A.  Longden)  presided,  and,  in  addition  to 
the  debtor,  there  was  only  one  creditor  present,  whose  indebted- 
ness was  under  10?.  The  Official  Receiver  represented  creditors 
amounting  to  nearly  20/.,  and  the  other  creditors  were  represented 
by  proxy  or  were  altogether  unrepresented.  The  Official  Receiver 
stated  that  there  were  only  about  half-a-dozen  creditors  amounting 
to  70/.,  and  the  rest  were  for  amounts  under  10/.  In  reply  to  the 
Official  Receiver,  the  debtor  admitted  that  he  had  received  80Z. 
from  an  insurance  company  for  a  fire  which  occurred  on  his 
premises,  but  he  never  entered  that  amount  in  his  cash-book. 
He  got  the  amount  in  April  of  this  year,  and  paid  it  away  to 
creditors. 


3>eet>  of  Hrranoement. 


Wilkinson,  Thomas,  Hope  Street,  Crook,  chemist  and 
druggist.  Trustee,  William  Pallistsr,  Crook,  accountant. 
Dated,  August  20;  filed,  August  25.  Liabilities  unsecured, 
415/.  17s.  2d. ;  secured  creditors,  1,274/. ;  estimated  net  assets, 
206/.    The  following  are  scheduled  as  creditors  : — 


Benjamin,  H,  Middlesborough   

Ismay,  J..  &  Sons,  Newcastle-on-Tyne  ... 
Myers,  Cohen,  Sunderland... 
Philips,  Spencer,  Daker  &  Co.,  Newcastle- 
on-Tyne 


Tomlinson,  J.  G. 

Townend,  T.  F.,  Bishop  Auckland 
Wilkinson,  E.  M.,  Crook   


£ 

s. 

d. 

78 

0 

0 

51 

0 

0 

20 

0 

0 

12 

0 

0 

17 

0 

0 

40 

0 

0 

18 

0 

0 

51 

0 

0 

(3a3ette. 


Partnerships  Dissolved. 

Carry,  W.  A.,  and  XTetlon,  J.  A.,  under  the  style  of 
Drs.  Garry  and  Nealon,  Liverpool,  physicians. 

Ley,  B.  S.,  and  Hawkins,  E.,  under  the  style  of  Ley  <fe 
Hawkins,  Handsworth,  Staffordshire,  physicians  and  surgeons. 

Morton,  A.,  and  Morton,  J.,  under  the  style  of  A.  &  J. 
Morton,  Whitehead's  Grove,  Chelsea,  and  Wandsworth  Bridge 
Road,  Fulham,  general  medical  practitioners. 

Oakes,  W.  J.,  and  Tubbs,  I".  B.,  under  the  style  of  the  Key- 
stone Steam  Bottling  Company,  Asion-juxta-Birmingham, 
mineral-water  manufacturers  and  general  bottlers. 

The  Hygienic  Cigar. — An  announcement  has  been  made 
to  the  effect  that  the  recommendation  of  the  Paris  Council 
of  Hygiene  concerning  hygienic  cigars  does  not  refer  to  those 
sold  by  pharmacists  and  which  are  frequently  prescribed  by 
doctors  in  cases  of  affections  of  the  respiratory  organs,  but 
to  imitations  of  these  in  which  a  trade  has  grown  up  in  the 
shops. 
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flew  Companies  &  Company  Iftews. 


Bobvslaw  State  Lands  (No.  1)  (Limited),  with  a  capital  of 
30/.,  in  1/..  shares,  take  power  to  carry  on  the  business  of  drug- 
gists, chemists,  &c.    Registered  office,  37  Walbrook,  E.C. 

Au  Petit  St.  Thomas  (Limited).— Capital  280,000/.,  in  40,000 
5/.  preference  shares  and  80,000  1?.  ordinary  shares.  Objects:  To 
acquire,  as  a  going  concern,  the  business  of  a  grand  magasin  de 
uouveautes  and  universal  providers  carried  on  by  Villain  et  Cie.  as 
Au  Petit  St.  Thomas,  and  to  carry  on  the  business  of  furnishing 
and  general  warehousemen,  drapers,  silk-mercers,  ironmongers,  • 
hardware  merchants,  dealers  in  drugs  and  chemicals,  &c.  No 
initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  D.  Dalziel,  C.  A.  Osborne, 
R.  Caheti,  B.  Delraine,  J.  Arbelot,  and  G.  Duche.  Registered 
office,  15  Moorgate  Street,  E.C. 

Blandola  Company  (Limited). — Capital  5,000?.,  in  1/.  shares. 
Objects  :  To  acquire  certain  patents  relating  to  apparatus  for  the 
extraction  of  soluble  matter,  and  otherwise  treating  materials  by 
the  continued  action  of  liquids,  vapours,  or  gases,  and  to  carry  on 
the  business  of  manufacturers  of  gelatin-solution  and  cake  now 
carried  on  by  C.  H.  Parkes,  at  Whaleybridge,  as  the  "  Blandola 
Company."  No  initial  public  issue.  The  directors  are  C.  H. 
Parkes,  G-.  W.  Parkes,  and  H.  Hadfield.  Qualification  (except 
H.  Hadfield),  100/.  Remuneration  as  fixed  by  the  company. 
Registered  office,  Ringstone  Mill,  Furness  Vale,  Cheshire. 

Charles  Massey  &  Son  (Limited). — Capital  15,000/.,  in  1/. 
shares.  Objects :  To  acquire  the  business  of  chemical  manu- 
facturers carried  on  at  Waterloo  Works,  Newcastle-under-Lyme, 
Staffs,  to  adopt  an  agreement  with  W.  V.  S.  Gr.  Goodwin  and 
F.  G.  Goodwin,  to  develop  and  extend  the  same,  to  acquire  and 
Sum  to  account  in  such  manner  as  the  company  shall  see  fit  and 
Teal  or  personal  property,  patents,  patent  rights,  &c,  and  to  carry 
on  the  business  of  chemists,  chemical  manufacturers,  and  drug- 
gists, drysalters,  and  any  other  business  which  can  be  carried  on 
in  connection  therewith.  The  first  subscribers  are  :  W.  V.  S.  G. 
Goodwin,  Red  Heath,  Silverdale,  Staffs,  chemical  manufacturer ; 
F.  G.  Goodwin,  Red  Heath,  Silverdale,  Staffs,  chemical  manu- 
iacturer  ;  Mrs.  E.  Goodwin,  Red  Heath,  Silverdale,  Staffs  ;  Miss  E. 
Goodwin,  Red  Heath,  Silverdale,  Staffs;  W.  Bartlett,  98  Park 
Road,  Burslem,  Staffs ;  H.  Peake,  Steps  House,  Newcastle,  Staffs  ; 
and  G.  Gear,  Waterloo  House,  Newcastle,  Staffs,  foreman.  No 
initial  public  issue.  The  first  directors  are  W.  V.  S.  G.  Goodwin 
and  F.  G.  Goodwin.  Qualification,  100/.  Remuneration,  as  fixed 
by  the  company.  Registered  office,  Waterloo  Works,  Newcastle- 
under-Lyme,  Staffs. 

Oliphant  Super- aeration  Fountain  Syndicate  (Limited). — 
Capital  7,000/.,  in  1/.  shares.  Objects  :  To  acquire  patents,  con- 
sessions,  licences,  conferring  any  right  to  use,  or  any  secret  or 
ether  information  as  to  any  invention  in  relation  to  the  manu- 
facture, bottling,  and  dispensing  of  aerated  liquids,  and  any 
apparatus,  fountains,  or  machines  for  any  such  purpose,  and  to 
acquire  the  business  of  William  Oliphant,  engineer  and  manu- 
facturer of  super-aeration  valves  and  improved  fountains,  at 
115  Botliwell  Street,  Glasgow.  The  first  subscribers  are :  J.  G. 
Scott,  219  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow,  contractor  ;  J.  Anderson, 
198  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow,  writer ;  J.  R.  Anderson, 
198  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow,  writer ;  W.  Oliphant  115  Both- 
well  Street,  Glasgow,  engineer ;  D.  Oliphant,  39  Rowellan 
Gardens,  Partick,  engineer ;  Margaret  Oliphant,  39  Rowellan 
Gardens,  Partick,  bookkeeper  ;  and  J.  Campbell,  Overdale,  Busby, 
sear  Glasgow,  merchant.  The  first  directors  are  J.  G.  Scott, 
J.  Campbell,  and  W.  Oliphant.  Qualification,  200  shares.  Re- 
muneration for  chairman,  40/.  per  annum  ;  other  directors  30?.  per 
auinutn  each.    Registered  office,  219  St.  Vincent  Street,  Glasgow. 


La wes'  Chemical  Manure  Company  (Limited). — The 
report  for  the  past  year  shows  a  balance  of  18,431?.  After 
payment  of  a  dividend  of  5  per  cent,  on  the  ordinary  shares 
and  placing  5001.  to  reserve  for  bad  debts,  there  remains 
1,200/.  to  be  carried  forward. 

Randall  &  Son  (Limited). — The  prospectus  of  this  com- 
pany, the  formation  of  which  was  noted  in  our  issue  of 
August  16  (page  320),  states  that  the  whole  of  the  ordinary 
shares  (4,500/.)  will  be  taken  by  the  vendor  in  part  payment 
of  the  purchase  price.  The  public  are  invited  to  subscribe 
for  5,500  cumulative  6-per-cent.  preference  shares  of  11.  each. 
The  business  (as  is  well  known  to  most  pharmacists)  was 
founded  by  Mr.  William  Randall,  and  has  been  carried  on  by 
4he  vendor  and  his  predecessors  for  over  107  years.  Mr. 
Harry  Wilson,  who,  in  1894,  became  a  partner  of  the  late  Mr. 
W.  B.  Randall,  J.P.,  acquired  the  concern  on  Mr.  Randall's 
death,  and  will  continue  his  interest  in  the  business  as 


managing  director.  In  addition  to  the  business  of  manu- 
facturing pharmaceutical  chemists,  the  firm  have  lately 
become  methylators,  with  the  result  that  the  Inland  Revenue 
authorities  certified  an  output  of  13,628  gals,  of  methylated 
spirit  for  the  twelve  months  ended  April  30,  1902.  The 
development-expenses  in  connection  with  this  new  depart- 
ment have  been  defrayed  wholly  from  the  profits  of  the 
business.  The  turnover  for  the  years  1895  to  1899  inclusive 
show  an  increase  of  nearly  10  per  cent,  annually.  The 
accountant's  certificate  shows  that  the  average  net  profit  of 
the  business  for  the  three  years  and  four  months  ended 
April  30,  1902,  amounted  to  1,007?.  Qi.  M.  It  is  stated  that 
the  sales  for  the  year  1894  amounted  to  5,012?.,  and  for  the  six 
months  ended  June  30,  1902,  they  were  at  the  rate  of  10,442?. 
per  annum.  The  stock-in-trade  is  valued  by  Messrs.  Orridge 
&  Co.  at  3,873?.,  and  the  plant,  machinery,  and  fixtures  at 
1,809?.  Book-debts  and  cash  in  hand  amount  to  2,765?.,  and 
goodwill  (including  manufacturing-processes,  trade-marks, 
and  private  formulas)  are  stated  at  2,200?.  We  understand 
that  the  capital  required  was  more  than  subscribed  a  day 
after  the  list  was  opened,  and  the  list  closed  on  Tuesday, 
when  more  than  thrice  the  capital  required  had  been  offered. 


£raoe  Wotee. 


Messrs.  E.  Marriott  &  Co.,  Hastings,  are  quoting  revised 
terms  for  the  Lily  soothers  in  our  advertisement-columns. 

The  Ralston  Still. — We  are  informed  that  the  price  of 
this  still  given  to  our  representative  at  Manchester  was 
incorrect.  It  is  sold  by  Messrs.  Allen  &  Hanburys  (Limited), 
48  Wigmore  Street,  Cavendish  Square,  W.,  at  21.  2s. 

Vegetable  Butter. — Messrs.  Joseph  Crosfield  &  Sons 
(Limited),  Warrington,  send  us  a  pamphlet  describing  a  new 
preparation  of  theirs  called  vegetable  butter.  It  is  said  to 
be  rjrepared  from  cocoanut  oil,  to  be  white  and  tasteless, 
but  we  have  not  had  an  opportunity  of  seeing  the  article. 

Conversion-tables.  — ■  The  Fairbanks  Company,  78-80 
City  Road,  E.C,  send  us  a  copy  of  a  table  for  converting 
American  dollars  into  English  pounds,  which  they  have  just 
published.  The  equivalent  amounts  are  worked  out  from 
$0  01  to  #5,000  at  the  rate  of  #4  8  to  1?.  An  abbreviated 
list  of  metric  units  and  rules  for  conversion  are  also  given. 

"  Crown  "  Novelties. — There  is  in  our  office  at  present  a 
very  striking  showcard  for  Crown  "  Bathodora,"  which  the 
Crown  Perfumery  Company,  of  Homerton,  N.E.,  have  ready 
for  their  customers.  The  card  is  a  latter-day  design  by  Mr. 
Hal  Hurst,  the  clever  poster  designer  and  painter.  It  repre- 
sents a  young  lady  of  the  mermaid  type  sprinkling  bathodora 
in  the  blue  waters  wherein  she  bathes.  The  colour-contrasts 
are  bold,  the  lady's  locks  being  treated  in  decorative  style, 
the  vermilion  bands  of  hair  imparting  a  fleck  of  fire  to  the 
deep  indigo  background.  The  border  of  the  card  is  in  ebony 
and  gold,  and  the  whole  is  finished  with  a  gelatin  surface 
and  is  framed  in  white  and  gold.  It  measures  2  feet  9  inches 
deep  by  2  feet  wide.  The  company's  latest  soap  is  the  Crown 
violet  oatmeal  soap.  It  is  a  substantial  oval  tablet  made 
with  a  neutral  and  balsamic  basis  (vmcoloured),  and  is 
delicately  scented  with  violet.  Each  cake  is  wrapped  in  a 
pale  green  wrapper  with  violet  design  on  the  label,  and  three 
cakes  are  enclosed  in  a  pretty  box,  the  colour-printing  on 
which  is  artistic  and  novel.  The  box  sells  at  Is.  net  on  the 
P.A.T.A.  basis.  We  do  not  think  we  have  previously  men- 
tioned the  Crown  Perfumery  Company's  toilet  otto-of-rose 
soap,  which  is  a  high-class  article,  the  basis  being  pure 
white  and  the  perfume  exquisite.  It  retails  at  2s.  per  box  of 
three  tablets. 

Twentieth-century  Bottle-making. — From  a  view  of 
a  new  bottle-making  machine  accorded  to  our  representative 
by  the  inventor,  Mr.  Hill,  of  the  Eclipse  Glassworks, 
Clapton,  it  would  appear  that  the  days  of  the  old-fashioned 
glass-blower  are  numbered.  By  means  of  this  invention  it 
will  be  possible  to  turn  out  bottles  at  double  the  present 
rate,  and  with  greater  accuracy  and  better  finish.  The 
machine,  which  is  at  present  only  on  trial,  consists  of  two 
moulds  and  a  plunger,  to  which  is  attached  a  pneumatic 
tube  for  the  admission  of  compressed  air,  the  whole  being 
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worked  by  a  combination  of  levers  so  arranged  as  to  allow  of 
its  being  manipulated  without  any  exceptional  effort.  The 
first  mould  shapes  the  neck  of  the  bottle,  and  in  the  second 
the  body  of  the  bottle  is  blown  into  shape.  The  machine  at 
present  is  only  adapted  for  wide-mouthed  bottles,  the  inventor 
not  yet  having  adapted  it  for  the  narrow  mouthed  variety. 
It  is  particularly  well  suited  for  pomade-screws.  At  the 
time  our  representative  saw  it,  the  machine  was  turning  out 
jam-bottles  at  the  rate  of  between  two  and  three  bottles  a 
minute,  and  the  inventor  explained  that  with  perfected 
arrangements  for  working  it  would  be  possible  to  increase 
the  output  to  four,  or  even  five,  bottles  per  minute.  The 
bottles  are  also  free  from  the  splinters  of  glass  often  found 
inside  mouth-blown  bottles.  The  inventor  claims  that  by 
means  of  this  invention  the  out-turn  is  increased,  and  so  much 
labour  saved  that  it  will  be  possible  to  successfully  compete 
with  continental  bottle-makers. 


£rat>e*marfcs  HppUeD  tfov. 


Objections  to  the  registration  of  any  of  the  undermentioned 
applications  should  D3  lodged  with  C.  N.  Dalton,  Esq.,  C.B., 
Comptroller-General  of  Patents,  Dssigns,  and  Trade- 
marks, at  the  Patent  Office,  25  Southampton  Buildings, 
Chancery  Lane,  London,  W.C.,  within  one  month  of  the 
dates  mentioned.  The  objection  must  bs  stated  on  Trade- 
marks Form  J,  cost  £1,  obtainable  through  any  money- 
order  office. 


(From  the  "  Trade-marks  Journal,"  August  20,  1902.) 

"  Sapolin  "  ;  for  paints,  enamels,  and  varnishes.  By  Gersten- 
dorfer  Brothers,  New  York,  c/o  McKemia  &  Co.,  31  to 
34  Basinghall  Street,  E.C.  246,081. 

*'  Salmtn  "  ;  for  a  chemical  preparation  used  in  the  manufacture 
of  leather.  By  John  Pullman,  Broom  Road,  Teddington. 
246,239. 

"  Ambrosia  ";  for  an  embrocation.  By  A.  C.  Stevens,  195  High 
Street,  Hounslow.    246,746  and  246,747. 

"  Uriform"  and  "  Benzolyptus  "  (no  claim  for  "  Benzo  ") ;  for 
medicines.  By  Schieffelhi  &  Co.,  New  York,  c'o  Thos. 
Christy  &  Co.,  4,  10,  and  12,  Old  Swan  Lane,  E.C.'  245,530 
and  245,532. 

■"Right  Away!"  with  device  of  railway-guard;  for  corn- 
remover.  By  Alf.  Dyson,  93  High  Street,  Grays,  Essex. 
246,395. 

*'  Hemotora  "  (no  claim  for  "  Hemato  ") ;  for  a  medicine.  By 
Geo.  A.  Ross,  Altrincham,  near  Manchester.  246,953. 

Rimalin  " ;  for  a  dry  castor-oil  preparation  for  human  use. 
By  Ludwig  F.  Riedel,  Berlin,  c/o  Fairfax  &  Wetter,  37  and 
39  Essex  Street,  Strand,  W.C.  246,954. 

"  Exelan  "  ;  for  a  pharmaceutical  preparation.  By  Thos 
Christy  &  Co.,  4,  10,  and  12  Old  Swan  Lane,  E.C.  247,146. 

"  Jadco  " ;  for  medicinal  preparations.  By  James  Davidson, 
382  Westgate  Road,  Newcastle.  247,303. 

!Label  with  device  of  lighthouse  and  name  of  maker;  for  food- 
substances.  By  Win.  P.  Hartley,  Aintree,  Liverpool. 
246,402  and  246,403. 

"  Zumerine  "  (no  claim  for  "  Summer  ") ;  for  cream-powder  and 
cream  of  tartar.  By  James  McCrea  &  Co.,  15  Garngag 
Avenue,  Glasgow.  247,108. 

Device  of  motor-dray  and  wine-casks;  for  beef- and-malt  wine. 
By  the  North-Eastern  Breweries  (Limited),  Sunderland. 
247,044. 

Firm's  signature  on  label ;  for  ginger  champagne  (non-alcoholic). 
By  G.  &  P.  Barrie,  151  Albert  Street,  Dundee,  and 
164  Maxwell  Street,  Glasgow.  244,150. 

11  Torrent  "  ;  for  aerated-water  machinery.  By  the  Rylands 
Glass  and  Engineering  Company  (Limited),  Stairfoot, 
Barnsley,  Yorks.    247,201—3,837  S. 

"  Junon  "  ;  for  perfumery,  excluding  hair-washes.  By  E.  N.  W. 
Hume,  14  Southampton  Street,  Strand,  W.C. 

[From  the  "  Trade-Marks  Journal,"  August  27, 1902.) 
^Representation  of  a  sturgeon;  for  chemicals.    By  John  it  E. 
Sturge,  18  Wheeley's  Lane,  Birmingham.  245,607. 

*  Tartricid  "  (no  claim  for  "  Tartar  ") ;  for  chemicals.  By  Stern 
Brothers,  57  Gracechurch  Street,  E.C.  247,541. 


36irtbs. 

Dewhirst. — At  Florence,  Italy,  on  August  19,  the  wife 
of  Mr.  Fred  Dewhirst,  of  Messrs.  Roberts  &  Co.,  17  Via 
Lornaburie,  Florence,  of  a  daughter. 

McKenzie. — On  July  31,  at  The  Cottage,  Orchard  Road, 
Singapore,  the  wife  of  James  McKenzie  (manager  of  the 
Singapore  Dispensary,  Limited),  of  a  so  i. 

Taylor. — On  August  18,  at  Errol  House,  Thornhill  Square, 
London,  the  wife  of  Pjrcy  Frank  Taylor  (of  Messrs.  F.  H. 
Taylor  &  Sons,  glass-msrchants,  Kii  g's  Cross),  of  a  daughter. 


Chapman — Lightbody. — At  Hamilton,  on  August  21, 
by  the  Rev.  W.  S.  Thomson,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  John  Black, 
M.A..  Glenthorn  Presbyterian  Church,  KalYraria,  and  by  the 
Rev.  J.  McC.  Robertson,  M.A.,  Auchingramont  U.F.  Church, 
James  Chapman,  chemist  and  druggist,  Troon,  to  Nan 
Prentice,  elder  daughter  of  Mr.  Thomas  Lightbody,  Hamilton. 

Garland — Lester. — On  August  20, at  St.  Peters  Church, 
Wolverhampton,  by  the  Rev.  W.  G.  Garland,  M.A.,  Vicar  of 
Edingale,  assisted  by  the  Rev.  Basil  Lester,  B.A.,  and  the 
Rev.  C.  P.  Way,  Thomas  William  Garland,  pharmaceutical 
chemist,  Cannock,  to  Dora,  younger  daughter  of  Mr.  J.  N. 
Lester,  of  Wolverhampton. 

Gavine — Crisp. — At  High  Street,  Pittenweem,  on  August 
30,  by  the  Rev.  D.  Fisher,  John  Gavine  to  Agnes  Gavine, 
only  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  David  Crisp,  chemist 
and  druggist,  Pittenweem. 

Kerrison — Watson. — At  Union  Congregational  Church, 
Sunderland,  on  August  26,  by  the  Rev.  Rose  Raey,  Albert 
Joseph  Kerrison,  chemist  and  druggist,  Southwick,  to  Ethel 
Watson,  Sunderland. 

McNaughton  —  Lundie.  —  At  Garden's  Presbyterian 
Church,  Cape  Town,  on  July  22,  David  McNaughton,  chemist 
and  druggist,  of  Messrs.  K.  James  &  Co.,  Port  Elizabeth,  to 
Christina  Anderson,  daughter  of  the  late  Mr.  Lundie,  of 
Dundee. 

Trick — Chipperfield. — On  August  20,  at  St.  Mary's 
Old  Church,  Stoke  Newington,  by  the  Rev.  Leonard  E. 
Shelford,  M.A.,  Prebendary  of  St.  Paul's,  Percival  William 
Clement  Trick,  chemist  and  druggist,  elder  son  of  Mr. 
William  B.  Trick,  chemist  and  druggist,  of  Inchiquin  Lodge, 
Queen  Elizabeth's  Walk,  Stoke  Newington,  to  Ethel  A.,  only 
daughter  of  Mr.  Henry  Chipperfield,  of  Albion  Road,  Stoke 
Newington. 


2>eatb3. 


Blamey. — On  August  21,  at  Fowey,  Mr.  Edward  Parr 
Blarney,  chemist  and  druggist,  late  of  Plymouth. 

Bray. — On  August  19,  Mr.  Edwin  J.  R.  Bray,  formerly  with 
Messrs.  Balkwill  &  Co.,  chemists,  Stoke  and  Devonport. 
Aged  30. 

Howard. — On  August  15.  1902,  at  his  residence,  the 
Medical  Hall,  Arklow,  Richard  Howard,  L.P.S.I..  J. P.  Aged 
67  years.  The  funeral  took  place  on  Sunday  afternoon,  at  the 
New  cemetery. 

Milner. — On  August  21,  Mr.  Edward  Milner,  managing 
director  at  the  Winnington  Works  of  Messrs.  Brunner, 
Mond  &  Co.  (Limited),  chemical-manufacturers,  Northwich. 
Aged  64.  Mr.  Milner  joined  the  company  soon  after  its 
formation.  He  was  a  member  of  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  and  a  Justice  of  the  Peace.  He  was  also  connected 
with  several  educational  and  commercial  institutions  of  the 
district. 

Scott. — On  August  16,  Mr.  William  Henry  Scott,  head  of 
the  firm  of  Messrs.  Scott  Brothers  (Limited),  chemical- 
merchants,  Sandhill,  Newcastle-on-Tyne.    Aged  73. 

Wetterholz. — On  August  9,  at  St.  Petersburg,  Mr.  Oscar 
Maximowitsch  Wetterholz,  pharmacist,  Town  Councillor,  and 
director  of  the  St.  Petersburg  Pharmaceutical  Society. 
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Scientific  progress. 


Hyssop  OH. — Genoresse  and  Terrier  (Chem.  Zeit.,  1902,  501) 
have  isolated  cineol  from  oil  of  hyssop,  and  also  an  alcohol  of  the 
formula  Cl0H18O,  which  could  not  be  identified  with  any  hitherto 
recognised  body.  It  is  a  tertiary  alcohol,  boiling  at  210°  C.  under 
a  pressure  of  740  mm. 

Crystalline  Hydrogen  Peroxide. — Staedel  (Moniteur 
Scientifiq  tie,  August,  1902)  has  obtained  pure  hydrogen  peroxide 
in  a  crystalline  state.  It  melts  at  —  2°  C.  Analyses  show  that  it 
crystallises  in  the  pure  state  without  water,  but  crystals  containing 
10  to  20  per  cent,  of  water  were  also  obtained.  Naturally,  the 
crystals  are  not  very  stable,  and  if  1  gr.  of  platinum  black  is  added 
to  them  a  violent  explosion  takes  place. 

New  Anaesthetics. — G-oldschmidt  has  prepared  a  series  of 
bodies  of  the  type  of  metlienyldiparaphenstidin,  by  condensing 
phenetidin  with  orthoformic  ethyl  ester.  He  has  also  prepared  the 
corresponding  condensation-product  with  ordinary  alcohol.  By 
this  means  he  obtains  the  body  which  he  terms  anesthesine.  It 
forms  crystalline  needles,  melting  at  209°  C,  easily  soluble  in 
water  when  hot,  but  not  in  cold  water  to  any  extent,  and  is  soluble 
in  alcohol  and  the  usual  organic  solvents.  It  is  a  powerful  local 
anaesthetic,  and  is  not  toxic  in  fair- sized  doses  up  to  10  or  12  gr. 
—Phar.n.  Zeit,  1902,  638. 

Eplosine. — Vahlen  (Pharm.  Zeit.,  1902,  399^,  in  the  course  of 
his  researches  on  the  chemistry  of  morphine,  has  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  the  alkaloid  owes  its  therapeutic  activity  to  the 
presence  of  a  phenanthrene  nucleus,  and  to  the  position  of  the 
nitrogen  attached  to  this  nucleus.  He  has  prepared  from  phen- 
anthrene-quinone  hydrazone  a  body  of  the  formula  C14HnNO.HCl, 
which  he  terms  morphigenine,  and  which  possesses  the  same 
physiological  properties  as  morphine.  But  this  compound  is 
insoluble  in  almost  every  solvent,  and  is  also  somewhat  unstable, 
so  that  its  practical  employment  is  excluded.  By  heating  morphi- 
genine with  methylamine  and  sodium  acetate  he  obtains  a  com- 
pound which  he  terms  epiosine,  a  base  forming  soluble  salts  with 
acids.  It  forms  transparent  prisms,  melting  at  195°  C,  and  is 
soluble  in  alcohol,  chloroform,  and  dilute  acids.  It  is  a  very 
powerful  sedative,  and  not  toxic  in  doses  of  2  or  3  gr.  It  induces 
a  calm  sleep  in  adults  in  doses  of  1A  gr. 

The  Estimation  of  Caffeine. — Andre  publishes  {Repertoire 
de  Pharmacie,  1902,  356)  the  following  process  for  the  determina- 
tion of  the  amount  of  caffeine  in  tea,  &c.  Ten  grams  of  the 
powdered  tea  is  mixed  with  10  grams  of  magnesia  and  10  c.c.  of 
water ;  100  c.c.  of  alcohol  is  then  added,  and  the  whole 
is  warmed  in  a  water-bath  and  allowed  to  boil  for  a  few  minutes. 
The  flask  is  allowed  to  stand,  and  the  clear  liquid  decanted.  The 
process  is  repeated  four  times  with  50  c.c.  of  alcohol.  The  mixed 
liquids  are  evaporated  to  60  c.c,  and  then  filtered,  the  filter  being 
washed  with  a  little  alcohol.  The  filtered  liquid  is  evaporated  to  a 
syrupy  consistence  and  the  caffeine  is  extracted  from  it  by  dilute 
hydrobromic  acid.  The  filtered  hydrobromic  solution  is  heated 
with  50  c.c.  of  10-per-cent.  solution  of  bromide  of  potassium 
containing  5  per  cent,  of  bromine.  The  precipitate  has  the 
composition  C8H10N4O.2.HBr.Br3,  and  can  be  redissolved  in  a  large 
amount  of  water.  The  bromine  is  then  liberated  and  estimated, 
from  which  the  amount  of  caffeine  can  be  calculated. 

New  Properties  of  Urea. — Dr.  W.  Bamsden  (Oxford),  at 
the  recent  meeting  of  the  British  Medical  Association,  described 
some  new  properties  of  urea.  Solutions  of  urea  have  a  very 
marked  action  on  proteids  :  thus,  a  solution  of  proteid  to  which 
urea  was  added  did  not  coagulate  on  heating.  The  coagula 
formed  when  solutions  of  native  proteids  were  heated  dissolved  on 
the  addition  of  urea  solution  ;  gelatin  was  very  readily  dissolved 
by  it.  A  dead  frog  placed  in  saturated  urea  solution  soon  became 
translucent  and  shortly  fell  to  pieces.  Connective  tissue  was 
readily  dissolved,  and  this  property  would  probably  be  useful  for 
histological  purposes.  The  myelin  sheath  of  nerve  was  rapidly 
altered,  and  j  resented  similar  appearances  to  those  of  degenera- 
tion. Urea  converted  egg-white  into  a  jelly.  Dr.  Ramsdea 
at  first  supposed  that  urea  in  these  reactions  was  active  as  a  base, 
but  further  experiments  negatived  this  view;  for  example,  urea 
is  equally  active  on  proteid  in  acid  solution.  Dr.  Ramsden 
considered  that  it  might  act  by  rendering  the  proteid  more  sensi- 
tive to  the  action  of  any  acid  or  alkali  present.  He  had  pre- 
pxred  crystalline  compounds  of  urea  with  proteids  and  palmitic 
acid. 


Casey  :  "  Ye're  lookin'  purty  bad  this  mornin',  but  ye  seem 
happy  enough."  Cassidy :  "Indade,  Oi  am.  It  makes  me  feel 
great  to  think  av  the  tumble  toot'ache  Oi  had  lasth  noight." 
Casey:  "Phwhy  should  thot  make  ye  so  happy?"  Cassidy: 
"  Bekase  Oi  hoven't  got  it  this  mornin'  thot's  phwhy." 


£bino0  tbat  Ibappen— Sometimes 


A  Large  Order. 

This  is  the  pharmacy  whereat 

The  irate  pater  called, 
Asking  the  piller  to  send  on 

Syrup  for  babes  that  bawled. 
"  A  bottle  ?  "  asked  the  pharmacist. 

"  No,"  said  the  man,  with  grins  ; 
"  A  hogshead — nothing  less  than  that : 

My  latest  batch  is  twins." 


Dental  Motes, 


A  New  Toothache-remedy. 

The  Medical  Summary  recommends  a  solution  of  potass, 
permang.  1  in  20  for  use  in  toothache. 

For  Foul  Breath. 

A  few  drops  of  the  following  in  a  tumbler  of  water : — 
Saccharin,  gr.  xv.,  sod.  bicarb,  gr.  xv.,  acid,  salicylic.  5j'., 
S.V.R.  Jviss.  Misce. 

Dental  Proverbs. 

Judy  is  responsible  for  the  following :  "  A  twist  in  time 
saves  nine."  "Abscess  makes  the  gum  grow  tender."  "A 
tooth  in  the  head  is  worth  two  on  a  plate." 

Lingual  Lodgings. 

The  latest  lodging-place  for  bacteria  is  the  human  tongue, 
says  Items  of  Interest.  It  should  be  brushed  regularly  with 
a  toothbrush,  as  on  its  cleanness  depends  the  health  not  only 
of  the  teeth,  but  of  the  whole  body. 

Drilling  Glass  or  Porcelain. 

A  mixture  of  2  parts  oxalic  acid  and  1  part  turpentine 
(which  should  be  kept  in  a  tightly  corked  bottle)  is  recom- 
mended by  Dental  Hints  for  use  with  an  ordinary  drill  for 
drilling  glass  or  porcelain.  The  point  of  the  drill  is  to  be 
moistened  with  the  mixture. 

A  Cocaine  Substitute. 

Acoin  (di-para-anisyl-mono-phenethyl-guanidine  hydro- 
chloride) is  said  by  Dr.  Spindler,  of  St.  Petersburg,  to  be 
superior  to  cocaine  as  a  dental  anassthetic,  its  effects  being 
more  lasting.  It  also  acts  as  an  antiseptic.  He  uses  a 
solution  of  acoin  0-1  to  0  2,  sodium  chloride  0'8,  aq.  dest.  100. 

An  Ideal  Tooth-powder. 

According  to  the  Dental  Cosmos  an  ideal  tooth-powder 
should  be  perfectly  impalpable,  agreeable  to  the  taste, 
soluble  in  water,  of  slight  alkaline  reaction  (as  both  strong 
alkalies  and  acids  are  injurious  to  the  substance  of  the 
I  enamel),  antiseptic,  and  also  inexpensive. 


August  30,  1902 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


389 


Observations  ano  IReflections. 

By  Xeayseh. 


The  Federation 

may  fairly  claim  to  have  scored  a  success  at 
Dundee  by  attracting  a  good  meeting,  raising  a  useful  dis- 
cussion, and,  above  all,  by  settling  for  good  an  agitation 
■which  has  been  calling  forth  much  vigorous  and  mistaken 
rhetoric  for  some  time  past.  I  must  say  in  passing  that  this 
accomplishment  has  been  in  a  sense  an  accident ;  it  has  not 
been  at  all  within  the  scope  of  the  objects  which  the 
Federation  was  created  to  carry  out,  which  were  to  incite 
its  affiliated  associations  to  discuss  certain  topics  of  trade 
interest,  and  at  the  annual  meeting  to  collect,  through 
delegates  from  those  associations,  the  united  opinion  of  the 
trade.  In  this  case  it  was  another  body  altogether  which 
brought  the  pharmacists  together  ;  it  was  a  gentleman  who 
was  not  a  delegate  who  laid  before  the  meeting  considera- 
tions which  knocked  the  bottom  out  of  the  resolutions  which 
had  been  generally  agreed  to ;  and  the  only  delegate  who 
spoke  in  that  character  expressed  an  opinion  directly  at 
variance  with  the  conclusion  which  his  Association  had  come 
to  unanimously. 
The  Display  of  Titles, 

which  the  Pharmacy  Act  apparently 
reserved  to  persons  expressly  qualified,  by  any  seven  persons, 
qualified  or  unqualified,  who  may  choose  to  register  them- 
selves as  a  joint-stock  company,  is  an  undoubted  grievance 
to  those  persons  who  win  the  right  to  use  them  legitimately ; 
and  it  is,  besides,  a  public  mischief,  which  demands  a 
remedy.  We  all  agree  to  that.  Then  "  Why  this  hesitancy 
and  doubt  1 "  asks  Mr.  Gifford  and  his  allies.  Look  at  us, 
say  these  advocates.  We  are  not  afraid  nor  inactive ;  we 
want  to  be  up  and  doing  in  defence  of  our  rights.  Just  tell 
your  legal  man  to  fix  up  a  case  which  does  not  fall  in  the 
same  line  with  the  one  decided  twenty  years  ago,  and  fire 
away.  Well  supported  by  gas,  that  is  the  sort  of  balloon 
which  attracts.  These  people  will  not  make  themselves 
acquainted  with  the  exact  terms  of  the  final  decision  given 
in  the  London  and  Provincial  case.  The  Judges  of  the  Court 
of  Appeal  and  of  the  House  of  Lords,  after  exhaustive  dis- 
cussion, adopted  fully  the  defendants'  counsel's  contention 
that  in  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  companies  had  not  been 
legislated  for  at  all ;  they  had  probably  not  been  thought  of. 
This  was  comprehensive  enough  to  cover  any  case  which 
the  legal  man  is  likely  to  be  able  to  fix  up. 
Mr.  Newsholme 

was,  I  think,  unfair  to  his  Bloomsbury  pre- 
decessors. Keferring  to  the  1880  case,  he  said  "  it  was  a 
very  bad  one  to  take,  and  he  thought  the  Council  of  that 
day  were  very  badly  advised  in  taking  it.  .  .  .  Had  the 
company  carried  on  business  with  an  unqualified  man  it  was 
perfectly  clear  that  that  decision  never  would  have  been 
given."  This  view  is,  I  believe,  quite  erroneous.  The 
County  Court  Judge  certainly  held  that  the  company  were 
not  liable  to  a  penalty  if  they  employed  a  qualified  man  to 
conduct  the  sale  of  poisons ;  but  thence  onwards  the  qualifi- 
cation of  the  servant  was  hardly  mentioned.  At  the  very 
outset  in  the  Queen's  Bench  Mr.  Wills,  counsel  for  the 
defendant,  said  :  "I  must  honestly  confess  that  I  do  not  see 
my  way  to  support  the  view  of  the  learned  County  Court 
Judge  that  it  makes  a  difference  if  they  (the  company) 
employ  qualified  persons.  If  your  Lordships  should  see  your 
way  to  a  different  conclusion,  so  much  the  better  for  me." 
In  the  judgments  the  qualified  assistant  played  no  part. 
If  the  Pharmaceutical  Council  had  first  taken  a  test-case 
against  a  company  employing  only  unqualified  assistants, 


they  would  very  probably  have  had  to  go  through  the  whole 
contest  again.    By  attacking  the  stronger  case  they  covered 
the  weaker  one. 
Infinitesimal  Doses 

are  not  a  necessary  adjunct  of  homoeo- 
pathy, but  the  followers  of  Hahneman  have  had  to  suffer  all 
the  ridicule  that  could  be  manufactured  out  of  them.  And 
now  comes  Professor  Liebreich  and  a  meeting  full  of 
orthodox  doctors  who  agree  generally  in  a  discussion  on  the 
superiority  of  natural  over  artificial  medicinal  waters,  that 
there  is  something  in  the  natural  waters  which  cannot  be 
detected  even  by  the  skilled  analyst,  but  which  undoubtedly 
exercises  a  distinct  therapeutic  action. 

Mr.  Wippell  Gadd 

in  a  paper  read  before  the  Public  Health 
Congress  offers  the  suggestion  "that  the  authorities  of  the 
City  of  London  might  devote  some  of  their  energies  to 
obtaining  samples  of  the  potent  drugs  offered  in  Mincing 
Lane,  and  seeing  if  they  conform  with  the  description  in  the 
catalogue."  With  a  view,  I  suppose,  to  prosecution  if  they 
do  not  correspond.  A  similar  suggestion  was  taken  into 
consideration  some  years  ago,  when  Dr.  Sedgwick  Saunders 
was  city  analyst,  by  a  committee  of  the  Common  Council,  and 
the  proposal  was,  I  think,  wisely  rejected.  Nobody  wants 
B.P.  standards  at  the  drug-sale  rooms.  The  buyers  there  are 
all  experts,  and  the  sellers  have  no  interest  in  representing 
an  article  to  be  what  it  is  not.  Frequently  they  put  a  parcel 
up  for  offers  with  the  remark  that  "  this  is  sold  as  ipecac. 
(e.g.)  or  whatever  it  may  he."  If  wholesale  druggists  buy 
benzoin  with  a  lot  of  wood  in  it  they  know  quite  well  what 
they  are  doing,  and  pay  accordingly.  Official  interference 
would  only  hinder  legitimate  business. 

The  British  Academy, 

which  has  lately  come  into  existence 
by  way  of  a  royal  charter,  is  far  beyond  a  poor  pharmacist's 
ambition  or  even  criticism.  The  studies  which  it  aims  to 
cultivate  are  such  as  pertain  to  the  philosophical  branches  of 
literature.  Eeally  popular  writing  will  most  likely  be  a  bar 
to  admission.  It  is  not  quite  clear  what  is  the  object  of  this 
exclusiveness,  nor  is  it  apparent  to  the  multitude  how  the 
Academy  is  going  to  prove  that  it  fills  a  long-felt  want.  If 
it  is  really  required,  so  is  one  for  other  branches  of  literature, 
and  one  for  the  physical  and  mathematical  sciences.  The 
Institute  of  France  comprises  five  separate  academies. 
Although,  as  I  have  said,  no  mere  chemist  and  druggist  can 
hope  to  pass  the  portals  of  the  British  Academy,  I  notice 
with  pleasure  that  one  of  the  forty-nine  original  members  is 
the  son  of  a  late  well-known  Glasgow  pharmacist.  I  refer 
to  Mr.  G.  J.  Frazer,  of  Cambridge.  This  gentleman's  studies 
are  classed  under  archaiDlogy,  though  I  should  think  they 
might  be  more  accurately  defined  as  mythological. 

Mr.  Churton  Collins 

has  an  interesting  article  in  Harmsworth's 
New  Liberal  Review  for  August  on  "  Curiosities  of  Popular 
Proverbs.''  Among  a  great  many  others  which  he  traces  i  o 
their  origin — or,  at  least,  as  far  back  as  possible — is  the 
famous  medical  one,  Fiat  experimentum  in  corpora  vili.  The 
celebrated  scholar,  Muretus  (a  French  theologian  and 
Latinist  who  lived  in  the  sixteenth  century,  and  escaped  to 
Italy  after  being  condemned  to  be  burned  for  heresy  at 
Toulouse),  he  says,  was  taken  ill  in  a  town  in  Lombardy. 
Two  physicians  were  sent  for,  and,  judging  that  he  was  a 
poor  and  unknown  traveller,  one  said  to  the  other,  "  Faciamus 
experimentum  in  animd  vili  "  ("  Let  us  make  an  experiment 
on  this  life  of  no  account "),  to  which  the  patient  promptly 
replied,  "  Yilem  animam  appellas  pro  qua  Christus  non 
dedignatus  est  mori  ?"  ("Dost  thou  call  that  a  life  of  no 
account  for  which  Christ  did  not  disdain  to  die  ?  ") 
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DISINFECTANTS. 

Cbe  "  Sanitas "  Co.,  Cim., 

are  the  exclusive  Manufacturers  o!  the 
well-known  Non-poisonous 

"  SANITAS  "  PREPARATIONS, 

and  their  other  Manufactures  include 

•'SOLDIS,"  "OKOL,"  "CREOCIDE,"  "  FORMITAS,"  "OCHLOR," 
"KINCZETT'8  PATENT  SULPHUR  FUMICATINC  CANDLES," 
"SULPHUCATORS,"  "FORMIC  SULPHUCATORS,"  "FORMIC 
AIR  PURIFIERS,"  "FORMIC  FUMICATORS,"  KINCZETT'S 
PATENT  DRAIN  TESTERS,  SHEEP  DIPS,  WEED  KILLER, 
PATENT  PRESERVED  PEROXIDE  OF  HYDROCEN,  INHALERS, 
DISINFECTORS,  FUMICATORS,  BRONCHITIS  KETTLES,  and 
CARBOLIC  FLUIDS,  POWDERS,  and  SOAPS. 

Full  Catalogue  and  "  How  to  Disinfect "  Boot  will  be  sent  free  on 
application  to — 

THE  "SMITAS"  CO.,  Ltd.,  Bethnal  Green,  LONDON, E. 


haywards 
Yellow  paste 


THE  IMPROVED  SULPHUR  DIP. 

Extensively  Advertised.     Best  Make  to  Sell.     Liberal  Terms. 
Attractive  Advertising  Matter. 

ONLY  MAKERS — 

TOfflLINSON  &  HAYWARD,  LTD.,  LINCOLN. 


PUREST  IN  [ENGLAND. 


BOURNE 
TABLE 


SODA,  SELTZER, 
LITMIA,  POTASH.  LEMONADE. 
GINGER  ALE,  &e. 


Supplied  In  Six  Dozen 
Oases, 
Carriage  Paid,  by 

R.  M.  MILLS  &  CO., 

BOURNE, 
LINCOLNSHIRE. 


Analysis,  &c,  on 
Application. 


WATERS 


West  Bnd  Agents,  WHEATLEY  &  SONS,  24  South  Audley  Street,  W. 
And  of  all  Chemists,  Wine  Merchants,  Hotels,  &o. 


WILCOX,  JOZEAU  &  CO. 

49  May  market,  LONDON,  S.W. 

WHOLESALE  IMPORTERS 
OF   PHARMACEUTICAL  SPECIALITIES 


FRENCMERMAN 

PROPRIETARY  MEDICINES 


PRICt  LIST  ON  A  PLICATION. 


LOWEST  PRICES. 


Established 
1879. 


All  Chemists  selling  Vapo-Cresolene 
should  write  for  information  about  the 
eight-coloured  "  Cut  Out  "  window- 
display  we  are  offering.  It  is  unique, 
handsome,  and  refined. 


ALLEN  &  HANBDRYS  Ltd. 


37  tJSI&o.  London,  Eng, 


THOMAS  KERFOOT  &  CO* 

ORIGINAL  MAKERS  OF 

LICORICE,  PINE  TAR,  an. 
WILD  CHERRY  TABLETTES 

Now  so  largely  Prescribed  by  the  Medical  Profession.  Also 

Licorice  and  Chlorodyne  Wafers, 
ii       and  Aniseed  „ 
„       and  Menthol  „ 

Licorice  Pellets, 

AND  ALL  PREPARATIONS  OP  LIOORIOE. 

LONDON    &  MANCHESTER. 

LABORATORIES— ASHTON- UNDER- LYNE. 


JEMtorial  Comments. 


What  Government  Chemists  Do- 

The  imposition  of  the  sugar  duties  by  the  Budget  of  April* 
1901,  much  increased  the  work  of  the  chemists  of  the 
Government  Laboratory.  Some  idea  of  this  increase  is  given 
in  the  annual  report,  which  Dr.  T._E.  Thorpe  has  just  presented 
to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury.  The  actual 
number  of  samples  submitted  during  the  last  fiscal  year 
was  64,560,  or  an  increase  of  about  3J,000.  Two  new 
laboratories,  in  which  eight  temporary  chemists  are  em- 
ployed, had  to  be  erected,  but  the  stress  of  work  has  since- 
been  relieved  by  the  gradual  adoption  of  fixed  rates  of  duty 
for  such  articles  as  condensed  milk  and  tinned  fruits.  In 
the  section  of  tariff  articles  devoted  to  preparations  con- 
taining spirit  it  is  noted  that  4,230  samples  were  examined, 
2,889  being  classed  as  drugs,  patent  medicines,  and  toilet- 
articles.  Several  cases  occurred  in  which  importations 
entered  as  malt  extract  were  found  to  be  a  description  of 
beer,  and  were  charged  accordingly.  Coffee-substitutes, 
which  previously  were  admitted  free  if  they  contained  no 
coffee  or  chicory,  are  often  liable  to  duty  now  owing  to  the 
fact  that  many  consist  of  roasted  cereals.  The  revenue 
from  coffee,  as  well  as  the  popularity  of  coffee  as  a  beverage? 
buffers,  according  to  Dr.  Thorpe,  from  these  substitutes, 
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which,  besides  roasted  cereals,  contain  such  things  as  roasted 
figs,  turnips,  acorns,  and  dandelion-root.  Fewer  samples  o^ 
tea  were  examined  during  the  year,  one  of  the  reasons  being 
that  the  Russian  Government  purchased  large  quantities  of 
tea-dust  for  compression  into  tablets  of  "  brick  "  tea  for  the 
use  of  the  troops.  Nearly  20,000  samples  were  examined 
under  the  Sugar  Duties  Act,  3,657  being  condensed  milk- 
Molasses  is  liable  to  duty  at  Is.,  2s.,  and  2i.  9d.  per  cwt., 
according  to  the  percentage  of  sweetening-matter,  and  being 
a  constituent  of  blacking,  cattle-foods,  and  soy,  these  pre- 
parations have  to  be  examined.  As  the  result  of  analysis  of 
representative  samples  the  rate  has  been  fixed  at  Is.  per  cwt. 
Soy,  if  genuine,  is  an  extract  of  the  soya-bean,  but  consists 
frequently  almost  entirely  of  molasses.  Six  hundred  and 
thirty-six  samples  of  beer  were  tested  for  arsenic,  but  only  in 
a  few  cases  was  the  latter  found.  The  amount  of  arsenic 
was  largest  in  two  samples  from  Halifax.  The  Royal  Com- 
mission on  arsenical-poisoning  has  requested  the  Board  of 
Inland  Revenue  to  appoint  a  Committee  to  consider  and 
report  on  the  best  test  and  forms  of  certificates  which  may 
be  prescribed  for  ingredients  of  beer  liable  to  arsenical  con- 
tamination, and  for  the  materials  used  in  their  preparation, 
so  as  to  ensure  their  freedom  from  arsenic.  The  Committee 
will  consist  of  Professor  Tilden,  Professor  H.  B.  Dixon,  Mr. 
J.  W.  Pattinson,  and  Mr.  Graham  Aldous.  The  exportation 
of  tinctures,  flavouring-essences,  and  perfumes  under  draw- 
back continues  to  extend,  500  more  samples,  representing 
about  14,000  gals,  of  proof  spirit,  having  been  examined 
during  the  year.  Of  984  samples  of  wood  naphtha,  in- 
tended for  methylating-purposes,  twenty-nine  were  rejected 
the  samples  passed  representing  345,947  gals.  ;  and  163 
samples  of  mineral  naphtha,  representing  5,270  gals.,  were 
passed  ;  whilst  twenty-six  samples  of  special  petroleum  ether, 
used  with  methylated  spirit  in  certain  manufacturing  opera- 
tions, and  representing  776  gals.,  were  also  approved  (this 
is  a  new  and  important  fact).  Less  tobacco  was  cleared 
during  the  year  (although  smoking  is  increasing),  due  to 
abnormal  clearances  in  anticipation  of  extra  duty.  Mention 
is  made  of  the  Scotch  imitation-tobacco  case,  in  which 
penalties  of  200?.  were  imposed  on  each  of  the  gentlemen 
who,  struck  with  the  resemblance  which  wood  treated  by 
them  bore  to  tobacco,  offered  it  for  sale  as  a  substitute.  No 
adulterated  butter  was  imported  during  the  year,  but  boric 
acid  was  present  in  36  3  per  cent,  of  the  samples  examined, 
the  butters  containing  this  preservative  being  mainly  from 
America,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  Belgium,  France,  and 
Holland.  At  the  request  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture  an 
investigation  was  made  into  the  poisonous  principle  of  yew, 
the  results  of  which  have  been  reported  (C.  D.,  May  31, 
page  845).  Dr.  Thorpe  also  mentions  that,  as  the  repre- 
sentative of  the  Board  of  Agriculture,  he  has  taken  part  in 
the  deliberations  of  the  Poisons  Committee,  and  that  a 
report  is  in  course  of  preparation.  The  bacteriological  ex- 
amination of  the  air  of  the  House  of  Commons  was  con- 
ducted in  the  Government  Laboratory,  the  report  being  that 
the  air  was  no  worse  than  is  usual  in  occupied  places.  Soft 
soap  containing  alkali  over  and  above  that  needed  to  com- 
bine with  the  fatty  matter  should  not  be  used  as  an  applica- 
tion for  saddles :  this  we  do  not  mention  as  Westminster 
wisdom,  but  as  being  the  result  of  the  examination  by  the 
Government  chemists  of  soft  soap  submitted  by  the  Receiver 
of  the  Metropolitan  Police.  It  shows  the  confidence  of  the 
War  Office  in  their  medicine-contractors  that  only  fifty-five 
samples  were  submitted  for  analysis.  Dr.  Thorpe  also  states 
that,  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts,  119  reference- 
samples  were  received,  eleven  being  what  would  come  under 
the  heading  of  drugs ;  these  were  cream  of  tartar  (two),  tr. 
benz.  co.  (one),  tr.  cinchon.  co.  (one),  boric  ointment  (one), 


soap-liniment  (four),  and  sweet  nitre  (two).  The  soap-lini- 
ment samples  were  alleged  by  the  public  analyst  to  be  made, 
with  methylated  spirit,  but  in  three  cases  the  Laboratory 
chemists  found  the  public  analyst  wrong.  One  sample  of 
cream  of  tartar  and  one  of  tr.  benz.  co.,  alleged  to  be 
deficient  by  the  analyst,  were  found  correct  by  the  Govern- 
ment chemists.  A  sample  of  self-raising  flour,  alleged  to  con- 
tain an  excessive  proportion  of  free  tartaric  acid,  was  found 
to  be  slightly  alkaline,  which  must  have  been  a  sad  blow  to 
the  fame  of  the  analyst  who  reported.  The  report  concludes 
with  a  schedule  of  the  fixed  rates  on  composite  goods,  which 
should  be  useful  to  imrjorters  and  exporters. 


Publicity  as  to  Poison  Law. 

The  address  delivered  by  Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  to  the  Public 
Health  Congress  in  Exeter  (see  page  407)  requires  little  in 
the  way  of  comment  in  these  columns.  It  is  excellent  in 
diction,  knowledge  of  the  law  and  trade,  and  judgment  of 
the  public  temper.  Few  registered  chemists  will  dissent 
from  any  of  the  improvements  on  the  law  which  Mr.  Glyn- 
Jones  advocated  for  the  further  assurance  of  the  public 
safety.  These  properly  include  revision  of  the  poison 
schedule  and  legislation  as  to  company-pharmacy,  in  regard 
to  which  the  Congress  passed  supporting  resolutions.  Here 
we  touch  the  real  benefit  of  Mr.  Glyn- Jones's  effort.  H3 
spoke  as  the  delegate  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  at  a 
public  meeting  which  has  been  freely  and  fairly  reported  in 
the  daily  Press.  This  marks  a  new  departure  in  that  educa- 
tion of  the  public  which  many  in  the  drug-trade  have  long 
clamoured  for.  Hitherto  advantage  has  not  been  taken  of 
opportunities,  and  it  is,  perhaps,  not  easy  to  present  the 
chemist's  case  popularly  at  all  times,  but  with  this  week's 
example  on  record  there  should  be  less  difficulty  in  future. 
We  commend  Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  address  to  our  readers,  feeling 
that  they,  as  well  as  the  public,  will  benefit  by  its  perusal, 
since  it  clearly  presents  the  genesis  of  pharmaceutical 
legislation  and  the  evolution  of  the  delegislating  process 
wlrch  has  robbed  individual  pharmacy  of  its  birthright. 


Standards  and  Competition. 

The  principal  deduction  now  apparent  from  the  more 
definite  recognition  by  the  British  Pharmacopoeia  of 
standardisation-processes  is  that  festina  lente  should  be  the 
future  policy.  This  specially  applies  to  preparations  of 
drugs  which  are  judged  by  the  proportion  of  alkaloid  or 
alkaloids  in  them.  The  larger  question  submitted  to  the 
Public  Health  Congress  by  Mr.  Gadd  does  not  come  in  here, 
except  so  far  as  it  bears  upon  all-round  quality.  Experience 
of  the  B.P.  standards  for  galenicals  up  to  the  present  shows 
that  some  good  has  resulted,  but  undoubtedly  new  evils  have 
been  introduced.  For  example,  in  the  case  of  laudanum, 
while  the  supply  is  now  more  uniform  in  alkaloid  than  it 
used  to  be,  the  physical  characters  are  so  variable  that  in 
some  cases  it  is  difficult  to  detect  the  identity  of  the 
preparation  with  tincture  of  opium.  This  is  not  an  argument 
against  standardisation,  but  one  for  more  patient  considera- 
tion and  longer  experience  of  standards  before  they  are 
officialised.  An  idea  such  as  this  underlies  Mr.  C.  G. 
Moor's  "  Suggested  Standards  of  Purity  for  Foods  and 
Drugs,"  which  has  been  published  this  week  by  Messrs. 
Bailliere,  Tindall  &  Cox  (7.,\  61.).  We  have  previously 
referred  to  the  work,  and  may  repeat  the  statement  that  the 
author  gathers  within  the  260  pages  particulars  of  and 
references  to  the  analytical  methods  and  results  for  most 
drugs  and  their  preparations,  exclusive  of  pure  chemicals 
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There  is  an  immense  amount  of  work  condensed  in  the  book, 
and  the  variability  in  regard  to  qualities,  as  determined  by 
numerous  authorities,  suffices  to  show  how  important  it  is 
that  suggested  standards  should  have  place  in  a  book  of 
this  character  long  before  they  are  embodied  in  the  British 
Pharmacopceia.  We  say  this  with  regret,  but  it  must  be 
acknowledged  sooner  or  later  that  one  element  in  the  matter 
has  not  had  sufficient  consideration — viz.,  competition  as  to 
price,  which  has  now  reached,  so  keen  a  point  that  whole- 
salers as  well  as  retailers  are  considering  the  necessity  for 
protecting  their  interests. 


American  Crude  Drugs. 

In  view  of  the  present  high  prices  of  senega  and  golden  seal, 
it  is  appropriate  to  call  attention  to  the  fact  that  several 
other  American  drugs  of  vegetable  origin,  such  as  cascara 
sagrada,  serpentary,  podophyllum,  culvers,  and  sassafras,  are 
likely  to  advance  and  maintain  higher  prices  in  the  near 
future.  One  of  the  chief  causes  at  work  favouring  higher 
prices  is  the  rapid  growth  of  civilisation  and  the  changing 
conditions  of  life  brought  about  by  the  development  of  the 
wheat-producing  capacities  of  the  United  States  and  the 
North-Western  territories.  The  consequence  is  that  many 
plants  indigenous  to  the  country  and  growing  well  are 
being  exterminated,  and  the  resulting  scarcity  is  more  pro- 
nounced this  year  than  ever.  Other  causes  contributing  to 
the  scarcity  are  the  reckless  methods  adopted  by  the 
collectors,  and  the  lack  of  provision  for  obtaining  future 
supplies  by  cultivation  or  control,  so  that  some  tracts  where 
drug-plants  grow  have  been  entirely  denuded.  We  learn 
from  our  New  York  correspondent  that  the  quality  of  golden 
seal  in  particular  is  depreciating.  Prime  fall-dug  root,  he 
says,  is  becoming  more  and  more  a  rarity,  and  such  root 
as  comes  to  the  market  is  largely  admixed  with  the  spring- 
dug  root,  which  is  inferior  in  alkaloidal  content — a  point 
which  the  makers  of  hydrastin  appreciate  more  than  do 
makers  of  non-standardised  galenicals.  The  same  applies  in 
a  greater  or  less  degree  to  cascara,  serpentary,  podophyllum, 
culvers,  and  others,  as  the  collecting  is  not  done  with  the 
care  formerly  employed.  The  Indians,  who  collected  many 
crude  drugs,  will  not  now  undertake  the  work,  and  the 
foreigners,  usually  of  a  very  low  class,  who  now  do  a 
great  deal  of  collecting,  have  not  the  requisite  knowledge  and 
do  not  prepare  the  drugs  for  the  market  with  the  same  care. 
Dealers  who  are  anticipating  lower  prices  for  the  drugs  we 
have  mentioned  will,  in  the  light  of  these  facts,  probably  be 
disappointed.  Indeed,  it  would  be  surprising  to  see  golden 
seal  ever  again  offered  at  anything  like  lOd.  per  lb.,  at  which 
price  it  stood  some  years  ago,  whereas  it  is  now  2s.  3%d.  to 
2s.  4(2.  The  district  where  hydrastis  grows  suffered  greatly 
through  floods  in  June  last.  Cascara  sagrada  is  also  reported 
to  be  very  scarce  on  the  West  Coast,  and  higher  prices  are 
probable,  there  being  an  absence  of  offers  for  forward 
delivery.  The  extreme  prices  now  asked  for  senega,  both  in 
New  York  and  London,  have  reduced  business  to  a  minimum, 
although  there  are  a  good  many  inquiries  for  spot.  The 
London  stock  is  now  estimated  at  about  a  ton,  and  for  a 
bale  or  two  2s.  lOi.  to  3):  per  lb.  is  now  readily  asked,  and 
probably  the  inside  quotation  may  be  paid  before  the  week 
is  out. 


Metropolitan  Control. 

The  London  County  Council  is  regarded  by  a  section  of  the 
millions  of  people  in  the  Metropolis  as  a  tax-creating  body, 
little  thought  being  given  to  the  remarkable  freedom  and 
comparatively  good  health  enjoyed  in  this,  the  greatest  city 


in  the  world.  Perhaps  the  most  difficult  problem  that  has 
ever  faced  communities  of  people  is  the  disposal  of  refuse- 
material,  which  gathers  wherever  there  is  aggregation  of  men 
and  animals  ;  but  in  London  the  disposal  of  sewage  is  no 
longer  a  problem,  thanks  to  the  thorough  manner  in  which 
the  London  County  Council  has  continued  the  work  started 
by  its  predecessors  the  Metropolitan  Board  of  Works.  If 
modem  chemistry  had  done  nothing  else  than  this  for 
London,  it  is  in  itself  sufficient  offset  for  the  money 
which  the  London  County  Council  spends  annually 
in  the  encouragement  of  scientific  education  and 
research.  The  Chief  Officer  of  the  Public  Control 
Department  of  the  Council,  in  his  report  just  issued,  shows 
some  of  the  smaller  things  that  are  looked  after,  for  the 
Department  is  charged  with  the  supervision  of  such  matters 
as  coroners'  inquests,  Diseases  of  Animals  Act,  Explosives 
Act  (petroleum  and  acetylene),  several  Shop  Acts,  Weights 
and  Measures  Acts,  and  smoke-consumption.  The  chief 
officer  is  assisted  by  a  staff  who  do  their  work  so  inoffen- 
sively that  one  never  hears  of  their  over-stepping  the  line 
which  is  drawn  between  publicity  and  privacy.  The  chief 
officer  has  compiled  from  their  reports  a  very  valuable  state- 
ment regarding  the  work  of  the  year  which  ended  March  31. 
During  that  time  7,932  inquests  were  held  in  the  county  of 
London,  being  in  the  proportion  of  1'7  per  thousand  of  the 
estimated  population.  There  were,  besides,  over  1,900  deaths 
reported  to  the  Coroners  in  which  they  felt  it  unnecessary 
to  hold  inquests.  The  chief  officer  calls  attention  to  the 
different  action  by  coroners  in  this  matter;  thus,  Mr.  C.  L. 
Drew  (Western  district)  held  inquests  in  81  per  cent,  of  the 
cases  reported  to  him;  Dr.  Danford  Thomas  (Central  dis- 
trict), in  79  per  cent. ;  Mr.  Troutbeck  (Westminster  district), 
87  per  cent. ;  Dr.  Wynn  Westcott  (North-Eastern  district), 
83  per  cent.  ;  Mr.  W.  E.  Baxter  (Eastern  district),  88  per 
cent. ;  the  late  Mr.  Braxton  Hicks  (South-Western  dis- 
trict), 73  per  cent.;  Mr.  G.  P.  Wyatt  (Southern  dis- 
trict), 66  per  cent.;  and  Mr.  E.  A.  Carttar  (South- 
Eastern  district),  in  79  per  cent,  of  the  cases.  The 
attitude  of  coroners  regarding  post-mortem  examinations 
is  even  more  striking,  and  attention  is  especially  called  to 
the  fact  that  the  Westminster  Coroner  ordered  post-mortem 
examinations  in  98  per  cent,  of  the  cases  investigated  by 
him.  The  chief  officer  points  out  that  Westminster  is  one 
of  the  richest  districts  in  London,  and  it  might  have  been 
expected  that  the  services  of  medical  men  would  have  been 
obtained  there  during  illness  more  frequently  than  in  the 
poorer  districts  so  that  the  need  for  a  post-mortem  examina- 
tion would  be  greatly  reduced.  The  fact,  however,  is  that 
Mr.  W.  E.  Baxter  ordered  only  253 post-mortem  examinations 
in  the  Eastern  and  Liberty  of  Tower  districts,  being  ten  less 
in  number  (and  only  80  per  cent,  altogether)  than  in  West- 
minster. There  is  something  wrong  here,  fees  being  at  the 
bottom  of  it.  The  Chief  Officer  puts  forward  two  valuable 
suggestions  :  first,  that  preliminary  inquiries  by  the  Coroner 
and  his  officers  (without  public  inquests)  should  be  more 
frequent,  but  are  never  likely  to  be  so  until  the  County 
Council  gets  statutory  power  to  pay  the  cost  of  such 
inquiries.  At  present  it  is  not  to  the  interest  of  the 
Coroner  and  his  officers  to  make  them,  because  they  are 
paid  according  to  the  number  of  public  inquests  held,  and 
as  long  as  the  public  holds  the  erroneous  notion  that  public 
inquests  are  compulsory,  the  advantages  of  efficient  official 
private  inquiry  are  not  likely  to  be  studied.  The  chief 
officer's  second  recommendation  is  that  there  should  be 
appointed  medical  investigators  skilled  in  post-mortem  ex- 
aminations and  centrally  situated,  who  may  be  called  upon 
to  perform  the  examinations  required  by  the  Coroners,  thus 
doing  away  with  the  unsatisfactory  present  arrangement, 
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which  throws  the  work  and  fees  into  the  hands  of  private 
practitioners  who  are  not  efficient  pathologists.  Parliamen- 
tary powers  are  required  to  carry  out  these  and  several 
other  recommendations  which  are  set  forth  in  the  report. 
The  next  most  interesting  part  of  the  report  deals  with  the 
Weights  and  Measures  Acts.  During  the  year  1,964,937 
weights,  measures,  and  instruments  were  stamped  and 
verified,  and  420,034  were  rejected  as  being  unfit  for 
stamping.  The  amount  received  for  stamping  and  verifica- 
tion was  7,153£.  17*'.  3|i.  The  only  notable  decrease 
(799,798  fewer)  during  the  year  was  under  the  heading 
"  Publicans' glass  measures,"  because  the  Council  had,  after 
the  decision  of  April  17,  1901,  in  the  case  of  the  King  v. 
Eoberts,  no  alternative  but  to  charge  the  statutory  rates  for 
verification  and  stamping — that  is,  Id.  each  instead  of  4Jd. 
per  dozen  previously  charged  for  "labour  involved  in  un- 
packing and  repacking  and  for  warehousing."  Keferring  to 
the  metric  system,  the  report  says  : — ■ 

However  great  may  be  its  advantages,  there  is  so  far  little  indi- 
cation of  the  adoption  of  the  metric  system  in  general  trade  ;  but 
its  use  is  growing  in  export  trade,  and  there  is  an  increasing 
number  of  metric  lager-beer  measures  in  use.  A  Select  Com- 
mittee, reporting  in  1895,  recommended  that  the  use  of  the  metric 
system  be  made  compulsory  after  the  lapse  of  two  years,  and  that 
it  be  taught  in  all  elementary  public  schools  as  a  necessary  and 
integral  part  of  arithmetic.  The  Select  Committee  were  more 
sanguine  than  those  engaged  in  the  administration  of  the  existing 
Acts,  and  it  will  be  probably  many  years  from  the  passing  of  the 
Act  of  1897  before  the  country  will  be  ready  for  a  compulsory  Act. 

We  note  further  that  in  shops  one  out  of  every  forty 
weights  or  measures  or  appliances  is  incorrect,  and  on 
stalls,  hawkers'  barrows,  &c,  one  out  of  every  twenty-four. 
During  the  year  127,502  visits  were  made  to  27,000  (nearly) 
premises  in  London  affected  by  the  Shop-hours  Acts,  and 
irregularities  were  reported  in  10,194,  although  legal  pro- 
ceedings were  taken  in  only  110  cases  and  convictions 
obtained  in  100.  The  majority  of  irregularities  are  in  regard 
to  non-exhibition  of  the  notice  respecting  the  employment  of 
young  persons  under  the  age  of  18,  and  we  fear  that  some 
chemists  are  amongst  the  sinners  in  this  respect.  The  Seats 
for  Shop  Assistants  Act  seems  to  be  working  well  in  the 
Metropolis,  for  only  657  of  the  19,614  shops  affected  by  the 
Act  did  not  provide  sufficient  seats  for  their  female  assist- 
ants. In  other  matters  dealt  with  in  the  report  there  is 
little  to  interest  our  readers. 


The  Dogmatism  of  the  Doctor. 

In  the  current  number  of  the  Hospital  there  is  a  piquant 
commentary  on  the  methods  of  the  medical  profession.  The 
remarks  are  induced  by  a  consideration  of  the  address 
delivered  a  few  months  ago  by  Dr.  Arthur  Latham  (winner 
of  the  500Z.  prize-essay  in  regard  to  the  proposed  King's 
sanatorium  for  tuberculosis)  before  the  Hunterian  Society  on 
the  modern  treatment  of  pulmonary  consumption.  In  his 
address  Dr.  Latham  throws  scorn  upon  the  treatment  often 
meted  out  to  sufferers  from  this  disease,  saying,  amongst  other 
things : — 

It  is  not  an  uncommon  experience  to  find  some  unfortunate 
workman,  who  lives  continuously  in  a  foetid  atmosphere  and  eats 
an  indifferent  amount  of  coarse  and  unnutritious  food,  taking  all 
of  the  following  medicines  during  the  twenty-four  hours :  A 
mixture  of  cod-liver  oil  with  malt,  to  supply,  so  it  is  said,  the  place 
of  the  "  fast-ebl  ing  vital  oil "  ;  a  mixture  of  gentian  and  sodium 
bicarbonate  to  assist  the  jaded  appetite ;  an  ether  mixture  to 
strengthen  the  action  of  the  heart  when  the  patient  feels  more 
than  usually  ill ;  some  form  of  lozenge  to  allay  the  cough  during 
the  daytime,  together  with  a  new-fangled  antiseptic  as  an  inhala- 
tion ;  and  some  pernicious  preparation  of  opium  to  bring  sleep  at 
night. 

The  Hospital  reminds  its  medical  readers  that  it  is  one  of 
their  amiable  weaknesses  to  hold  patent  medicines  up  to 
ridicule  and  contempt ;  but  what  could  be  more  ridiculous, 


it  asks,  than  the  current  treatment  so  aptly  described  ? 
Furthermore,  when  George  Bodington,  in  1840,  insisted  on  a 
generous  diet  and  a  constant  supply  of  fresh  air,  he  was 
"  met  with  much  bitter  and  fierce  opposition,  and  eventually 
the  disapproval  of  his  methods  became  so  universal  that 
patients  were  driven  from  his  sanatorium."  The  late  Sir 
William  MacCormac's  father,  in  1861,  read  a  paper  before 
the  Royal  Medical  and  Chirurgical  Society,  in  which  he 
advocated  what  are  now  established  principles,  and  the 
members  of  the  Society  "  refused  to  pass  the  usual  vote  of 
thanks  to  Dr.  MacCormac,  because  they  thought  that  the 
paper  was  written  by  a  monomaniac."  In  a  succinct  para- 
graph the  Hospital  proceeds  to  lash  its  brethren  as  with  a 
thong  of  scorpions,  alluding  to  the  bar  sinister  that  hangs 
over  the  origin  of  medicine,  springing  as  it  does  from 
mystery  and  witchcraft,  and  tainted  with  the  methods  of 
the  sorcerer,  "and  even  now  dominated  by  that  overmaster- 
ing faith  in  drugs  and  nostrums  which  is  the  direct  and 
disastrous  heritage  handed  down  to  us  by  our  immediate 
ancestors  the  apothecaries."  The  peroration  to  the  Hospital 
onslaught  is :  "  What  sycophants  we  all  are !  It  is  high 
time  that,  as  a  profession,  we  sang  a  litany — '  From  the 
thraldom  of  dogma  and  the  limitations  of  the  physic-bottle  ; 
Good  Lord,  deliver  us.'  " 


NON-PAYING  ADVERTISEMENTS. 

There  are  some  kinds  of  advertisements  which  are  dis- 
advantageous to  the  advertiser.  One  of  these  is  apparently 
the  practice  of  exporters  of  placing  the  name  of  the  article 
in  big  letters  on  the  cases  containing  it.  This  practice  in 
the  case  of  palatable  or  useful  articles  of  small  bulk 
encourages  the  thefts  of  which  complaint  was  made  by  our 
Indian  correspondent  last  week.  Shortages  and  breakages  are 
more  frequent  in  the  case  of  invalid  wines,  family  pills  and 
remedies,  and  eatables  such  as  condensed  milk.  The  inscrip- 
tion "  Jones's  wine  is  the  finest  for  invalids  "  on  a  case  is  a 
distinct  invitation  to  a  riverside  loafer  to  tamper  with  the  case 
if  he  has  the  chance.  It  is  worth  while  for  those  exporters 
who  study  their  customers  and  wish  to  save  them  annoyance 
to  forego  the  doubtful  advantage  of  advertising  the  contents 
of  a  case,  especially  when  the  goods  are  of  the  nature 
mentioned. 

MOTHER  JOB   AND  CHEMISTS. 

The  severe  strictures  of  Mr.  Coroner  Troutbeck  on  Mother 
Job's  Lightning  Cures  "  (see  page  378)  may  or  may  not  be 
warranted,  but  pharmacists  generally  will  not,  we  imagine, 
be  disposed  to  disagree  with  Mr.  Troutbeck.  For  some  time 
past  this  preparation  has  been  extensively  advertised  in 
various  newspapers,  and  we  have  before  us  now  an  advertise- 
ment of  the  article  which  concludes  thus  : — ■ 
don't  accept  a  substitute. 

It  is  playing  with  death  to  accept  an  ordinary  chemist's  cough- 
syrup.  These  usually  contain  morphia,  which  is  a  deadly  drug, 
and  injuriously  affects  the  heart.  They  never  cure ;  they  only 
deaden. 

Insist  on  your  chemist  obtaining  it.  All  Boots'  branches  stock 
it ;  also  Wand,  at  Leicester  ;  or  post  free  from  the  Mother  Job 
Laboratory. 

This  is  the  sort  of  thing,  we  assume,  that  makes  the 
chemist  eager  to  handle  the  "  Lightning  Cure,"  and  to  im- 
press its  merits  on  his  client  Me.  If  the  re-incarnated  witch 
desires  even  a  moderately  lengthy  period  of  existence  she 
will  have  to  change  her  tactics. 

SYNTHETIC  PURGATIVES. 

An  interesting  paper  upon  synthetic  purgatives  was  com- 
municated to  the  Pharmacological  Section  of  the  British 
Medical  Association  by  Professor  Tunnicliffe,  from  which  it 
appears  that  recent  researches  into  the  chemistry  of  the 
vegetable  purgatives,  especially  of  the  rhubarb  group,  show 
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the  active  purgative  group  of  these  substances  to  be  an 
anthraquinone  derivative.  Certain  artificial  anthraquinone 
derivatives  have  been  made  in  the  laboratory,  and  one  of 
these  (anthrapurpurin  acetate)  has  been  introduced  into 
therapeutics  as  a  purgative.  This  substance  is  interesting  as 
being  the  first  synthetic  vegetable  purgative.  Of  particular 
interest  in  this  connection  is  phenolphthalein,  which  has 
recently  been  introduced  into  medicine  under  the  name  of 
purgen.  Pharmacological  experiments  prove  that  this  sub- 
stance, except  in  very  large  doses,  is  not  absorbed,  but  simply 
causes  slight  irritation  of  the  intestinal  canal,  being  excreted 
with  the  faeces.  Clinically  the  lecturer  had  given  this  sub- 
stance to  over  100  patients — in  all  1,000  times — and  in  all 
cases  it  had  caused,  in  proportion  to  the  dose,  one  or  more 
painless  evacuations.  The  future  of  synthetic  purgatives 
will  be  watched  with  interest  by  physicians  and  pharmacists 
alike. 

SOUND  ADVICE. 

The  weed-killer  prosecutions  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
have  done  good.  A  recent  issue  of  the  Gardener's  Chronicle 
contains  the  following  wise  counsel  to  the  Chronicles 
readers  :— 

Several  eases  have  lately  occurred  wherein  seedsmen  and  other 
traders  have  been  fined  for  contravening  the  terms  of  the  Phar- 
macy Act  (1863).  That  Act  was  passed  for  the  protection  of  the 
public,  and  imposes  on  druggists  who  deal  only  with  small  quan- 
tities of  sundry  scheduled  poisons  certain  regulations  with  which 
they  must  comply  before  effecting  a  sale  to  a  customer.  But  other 
tradesmen  who  handle  very  much  larger  quantities  of  poisonous 
substances  appear  to  think  that,  because  those  substances  are  not 
intended  for  consumption  by  human  beings,  but  only  as  weed- 
killers, insecticides,  and  the  like,  that  they  are  exempt  from  the 
restrictions  imposed  on  the  druggists.  Recent  magisterial  deci- 
sions have,  we  believe,  in  all  cases  shown  that  this  is  a  mistake. 
While  the  law  remains  as  it  is,  law-abiding  dealers  should  for  their 
own  sakes  comply  with  the  regulations,  and  should  in  the  public 
interest  adopt  all  reasonable  precautions  for  the  prevention  of 
accidents.  To  send  out  concentrated  poisons  wholesale,  without 
any  indication  of  the  nature  of  the  substance,  is  to  court  disaster. 

We  cannot  think  that  "  complying  with  the  regulations " 
will  quite  meet  the  approval  of  Mr.  T.  G.  Dobbs  and  his 
Society  with  the  long-winded  title.  But  perhaps  Mr.  Dobbs 
has  at  length  recognised  the  claim  of  the  registered  chemist 
to  sell  poisons  as  indubitable,  and  is  pinning  his  faith  on 
the  influence  of  the  Camlachie  Section  in  the  Poisons 
Committee. 

INDIAN  OPIUM. 

An  Indian  paper  called  the  Pioneer  refers  to  the  Imperial 
Institute's  work  in  regard  to  Indian  opium,  and  comments 
thereon  in  the  following  semi-flippant  manner  : — 

The  labours  of  the  scientific  staff  of  the  Institute  in  this 
direction  are  not  likely  to  be  fructuous.  Indian  opium  enjoys  an 
artificial  value  nearly  equal  to  three  times  the  cost  of  production, 
and  even  if  the  proportion  of  morphine  in  the  drug  could  be  raised 
far  above  that  in  Turkey  opium,  it  would  still  not  pay  to  use  it  for 
extraction  of  morphine.  There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
bigh  value  of  Indian  opium  is  due  to  its  mildness  when  smoked — 
that  is,  to  the  low  proportion  of  morphine  in  it.  It  is  likely  that 
if  the  proportion  of  marphia  were  increased,  it  would  no  longer 
fetch  the  same  price.  The  problem  the  Imperial  Institute  has  set 
itself  to  solve  appears  to  be  as  futile  as  if  the  Directors  of  a 
similar  Institute  in  Cuba  should  set  themselves  to  consider  how 
the  strength  of  a  Havana  cigar  could  be  increased  to  equal  that  of 
the  rankest  Trichi. 

This  shows  that  the  Pioneer  does  not  realise  the  object  of 
the  research,  which  is  to  assist  in  producing  in  India  opium 
similar  to  what  is  gathered  in  Persia  and  Turkey,  and  which 
can  be  used  for  medicinal  and  manufacturing  purposes. 
Some  day  India  may  find  its  opium  not  wanted  by  the 
Chinese,  who  have  learnt  how  to  produce  a  sinoking-opium 
equal  to  Indian,  as  well  as  opium  equal  in  morphine-content 
to  Persian.  The  Imperial  Institute  people  think  that  it  will 
be  good  for  Indian  opium-farmers  to  add  another  string  to 
their  bow — viz.,  an  opium  that  will  satisfy  European  re- 
quirements— and  aided  by  the  Maharajah  of  Jeypur  (vide 


C.  Z>.,  July  23,  page  159)  they  are  doing  good  work  in 
that  direction.  We  hope  they  will  not  stop,  for  India  can 
little  afford  to  stay  in  the  old  agricultural  rut. 

BORDERLAND  PRACTICE. 

Under  the  title  of  "The  Borderland  of  Quackery"  the 
British  Medical  Journal  has  been  reviewing  some  modern 
treatments  of  disease  such  as  hot-air  baths,  a;-ray  cures,  and 
massage,  the  trend  of  which  is  shown  by  the  following  com- 
ment on  hot-air  treatment : — 

The  various  patentees  of  these  systems  are  probably  excellent 
electricians,  and  have  full  knowledge  of  how  to  control  and  apply 
the  instruments  they  have  devised  and  which  they  invite 
the  public  to  apply  to  the  cure  of  their  ailments  ;  but  what  means 
do  they  possess  of  gauging  the  results  of  their  applications  except 
the  empirical  test  of  the  patient's  statement  ?  If  they  accept 
patients  on  their  own  responsibility,  they  are,  ipso  facto,  tacitly 
undertaking  a  duty  for  which  they  are  not  trained.  From  the 
commercial  point  of  view,  this  may  not  be  to  them  a  matter  of 
much  consequence,  but  from  the  professional  aspect  it  is  obviously 
undesirable  that  such  an  anomalous  state  of  things  should  be 
encouraged.  If  this  or  any  other  form  of  treatment  is  valuable,  it 
ought  to  belong  to  the  profession,  and  so,  also,  should  the  emolu- 
ments which  attach  to  its  usage  by  the  sick  public.  Any  attempt 
to  create  a  monopoly  must  be  strongly  condemned.  It  is  a  form 
of  borderland  practice  which  is  harmful  to  the  profession. 

The  treatement  of  disease  does  not  in  this  country  belong 
solely  to  the  medical  profession,  and  it  is  fortunate  for 
medical  progress  that  it  does  not.  The  profession  is,  how- 
ever, readier  to  adapt  itself  to  new  therapeutic  methods 
than  its  journalists  would  have  us  believe. 

THE  INDIAN  POISONER. 

Acco  rding  to  the  report  of  Lieut-Colonel  Van  Geyzel, 
chemical  examiner  for  Madras,  the  detected  poisonings  in 
the  Presidency  during  the  year  1901  remained  about  the 
same  in  number  as  those  of  previous  years.  Numerous  as 
the  cases  of  poisoning  are  that  come  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  authorities,  they  are  said  to  represent  only  a  small  pro- 
portion of  the  crimes  and  criminal  errors  that  actually 
occur.  Cholera,  of  the  white-arsenic  variety,  intentional 
poisoning  by  ptomaines,  and  murders  disguised  as  snake- 
bites are  said  to  be  quite  common  and  detected  with 
difficulty.  The  percentage  of  detections  in  suspected  cases 
has  risen  about  35  per  cent,  in  fifteen  years.  As  has  been 
iterated  again  and  again,  there  is  crying  need  for  greater 
restriction  in  the  sale  of  dangerous  drugs  and  poisons,  for 
the  registration  of  medical  practitioners  and  pansaris,  and 
for  the  effective  control  of  the  native  doctors.  The  examples 
quoted  in  the  report  show  that  the  Madras  poisoner  is  as 
conservative  as  ever,  and  arsenic  in  sugar  seems  still  to  be 
his  principal  weapon.  Aconite  appears  also  to  be  a  favourite 
medium.  A  case  was  investigated  by  Lieut.-Colonel  Van 
Geyzel  in  which  a  beggar  poisoned  two  of  his  companions, 
against  whom  he  had  a  grudge,  by  introducing  a  mixture  of 
arsenic  sulphide,  aconite,  and  a  mercurial  salt  into  their 
food.  The  question  that  naturally  occurs  is,  By  what  means 
did  the  poisoner  get  possession  of  so  deadly  a  mixture  ?  In 
another  instance,  it  was  discovered  that  a  man,  who  com- 
plained of  feeling  ill  after  eating  food  prepared  by  his 
mistress,  vyas  in  reality  dosing  himself  with  aconite  in  order 
to  get  the  woman  into  trouble.  Many  cases  investigated  by 
the  examiner  showed  that  deaths  and  suffering  were  due  to 
native  quacks  who  undertook  to  cure  a  disease.  A  child, 
which  had  been  under  treatment  by  a  quack,  died  suddenly, 
and  &  post-mortem  revealed  sufficient  arsenic  in  the  viscera 
to  account  for  the  death.  Six  grains  of  corrosive  sublimate 
was  found  in  the  stomach  of  a  child  which  had  been  dosed 
for  some  time  by  a  native  physician  for  a  trifling  ailment. 


The  Reason  of  It. — "  You  say  you  take  half  an  hour  for 
luncheon  every  day?"  "Yes."  "Well,  you  ought  not  to  have 
dyspepsia."  "  But,  you  see,  I  spend  twenty-five  of  those  minutes 
deciding  what  I  want  to  eat." 
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H  pharmacist's  pilgrimage 

From  the  Bay  of  Biscay  to  the  Riviera. 


II. 

The  General  Tone  of  Pharmacy 

in  Bordeaux  seemed,  so  far  as  I  could  judge,  to  be  fairly 
healthy.  They  have,  like  most  large  French  towns,  a 
syndicate  or  professional  society  that  endeavours  to  punish 
the  black  sheep  of  the  flock  by  the  judicious  efforts  of  its 
"  Chamber  of  Discipline."  The  last  important  case  was  the 
prosecution  of  M.  Brachat.  This  dates  back  some  years, 
but  as  I  had  very  full  details  from  the  treasurer  of  the 
syndicate,  they  may  be  interesting  as  showing  how  these 
matters  are  conducted  in  France. 

'•  How  were  your  suspicions  first  aroused  ? "  I  asked. 

"By  low  prices  and  by  private  information.  But  before 
we  ventured  on  a  prosecution  we  must  have  bought  fifty 
samples,"  said  M.  Dubreuith.  "  They  were  nearly  all  below 
strength  or  adulterated.  Once  sure  of  our  ground,  and 
feeling  it  was  a  case  where  an  example  should  be  made,  we 
gave  the  '  Huissier,'  who.  you  know,  is  a  semi-government 
official,  a  list  of  twelve  medicaments.  These  were  analysed 
by  M.  Deniges,  of  the  Faculty  of  Medicine  and  Pharmacy. 
But  here  is  the  legal  report,  just  glance  over  it  while  I  serve 
this  customer,"  and  he  handed  me  a  copy  of  the  local  Gazette 
des  Tribunaux.  It  seems  that  only  one  medicament  was 
even  fairly  pure,  the  eleven  others,  solutions  of  silver  nitrate, 
quinine  wine,  antipyrin,  &c,  were  all  weak  or  adulterated, 
The  report  went  on  to  remark  that  in  every  case  the  sub- 
stitutes used  cost  less  than  the  drugs  prescribed,  some, 
especially  morphine,  supplied  in  place  of  codeine,  might 
injure  children.  The  defendant  had  evidentlv  exhausted 
every  arrow  of  the  legal  quiver  in  his  defence,  but  the  Court 
overruled  all  his  objections,  including  the  specious  argument 
(which  I  believe  at  first  temporarily  paralvsed  the  action  of 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in  England),  that  the  drugs  being 
only  purchased  for  analysis,  the  public  had  sustained  no  loss 
nor  danger.  The  assistants  who  put  up  the  prescriptions 
were,  it  was  laid  down,  open  to  prosecution,  but  the  "  pro- 
prietor of  the  officine  was  responsible,  as  the  frequent 
frauds  by  numerous  assistants  showed  that  an  organised 
system  had  been  pursued  to  ensure  illicit  profits."  The  only 
excuse  admitted  for  the  mitigation  of  sentence  was  the  lack 
of  any  previous  conviction.  An  appeal  to  the  Bordeaux 
higher  court  only  resulted  in  a  sentence  doubling  the  length 
of  imprisonment,  and  the  Paris  Court  confirmed  the  decision. 
"  I  may  tell  you,"  added  M.  Dubreuith,  "  that  our  colleagues 
of  the  Paris  Syndicate  very  kindly  took  up  the  case  for  us 
there  to  save  us  expense." 

"  Were  the  damages  heavy  ?  " 

"  Not  exactly,  just  one  franc." 

"That's  more  than  the  English  farthing,"  I  reflected. 
"  But  is  M.  Brachat  still  in  business  ?  " 

"  Yes  ;  and  in  the  main  shopping-thoroughfare  of  the  town." 

I  noticed  the  pharmacy  later  on.  It  is  evidently  a  cutting 
establishment,  but  otherwise  calls  for  no  special  notice. 
These  syndicates  for  the  prosecution  of  unprofessional  con- 
duct, to  ensure  the  united  action  of  pharmacists  in  matters 
affecting  their  welfare,  are  common  enough  in  French  cities. 
Of  a  more  original  character,  I  believe,  is  the  Bordeaux 
Pharmacists'  Syndicate  for  the  Supply  of  Benefit  Societies, 
of  which  one  of  the  officials  gave  me  the  following  account : 
"  We  all  belong,"  said  he,  "  to  this  syndicate,  except  a  few 
unworthy  confreres.  There  are  about  150  of  us,  as  you  see 
by  this  list,  in  Bordeaux.  So,  instead  of  cutting  one 
against  the  other,  we  all  supply  at  the  same  prices,  and  that 
price  is  the  lowest.  Besides,  a  poor  workman  who  is  ill 
cannot  always  run  to  the  other  end  of  Bordeaux  (the  town 
is  four  miles  across)  for  a  bottle  of  medicine.  With  our 
system,  he  just  goes  to  the  nearest  pharmacy,  taking  with 
him  this  printed  form,  duly  signed  by  the  "doctor  of  his 
Society.  We  have  also  another  way  of  helping  our  poorer 
citizens.  You  know  a  workman  is  often  compelled  to  go 
into  the  hospital  because  he  there  finds  expensive  surgical 
appliances  that  he  could  never  have  elsewhere.  So,  to  keep 
him  out  of  the  hospital,  we  lend  to  any  member  of  the 
numerous  benefit  societies  named  on  this  printed  form  (and  i 


many  others  that  have  joined  us  since)  splints,  baths, 
crutches,  indiarubber  cushions  and  sheets,  beds,  and  nearly 
a  hundred  other  surgical  articles.  Our  dispensary  is 
11  Place  Ste.  Eulalie,  just  opposite  the  Hopital  St.  Andre. 
The  doctor  signs  a  paper,  stating  the  instruments  required 
and  the  probable  length  of  time  they  will  be  wanted." 

The  Pharmacies. 

In  a  large  town  like  Bordeaux  the  offlcines  are  of  all  sorts 
and  conditions,  and  any  generalities  would  be  insufficient  or 
incorrect.  I  saw  some  establishments  of  the  old-fashioned 
type  ;  one,  near  the  docks,  had  a  crocodile  suspended  from 
the  ceiling,  which  one  sees  in  paintings  of  the  old  labora- 
tories of  alchemy.  A  curious  little  place  was  M.  Servantie's 
pharmacy  in  the  Kue  Margaux  (a  name  suggestive  of  old 
claret),  with  its  shop  floor  a  step  or  two  below  the  level  of 
the  pavement  outside,  and  a  bas-relief  on  the  facade  repre- 
senting a  gigantic  jar,  that  recalled  to  my  mind  the  last  act 
of  the  tragic  tale  of  "  Ali  Baba,"  indicated  that  the  Eau  de 
Melisse  de  Cannes  was  prepared  by  the  proprietor.  "  There 
used  to  be  a  convent  of  Carmes  (bare-footed  friars)  over  the 
way,"  said  the  assistant,  "  and  this  pharmacy  succeeded  to 
the  laboratory  of  the  monastery,  but  the  shop  itself  never 
formed  any  part  of  the  conventual  building,  though  it  is  a 
century  old  or  so,  as  you  can  see."  He  did  not  add,  but  a 
fellow-traveller  at  the  taMe  d'Mte  assured  me  afterwards, 
that  M.  Servantie  makes  a  clear  thousand  a  year  out  of  this 
"  Eau  de  Carmes,"  a  popular  cordial ;  "  what  you  call  a 
corpse-reviver,"  said  my  friend,  who  had  evidently  studied 
English  under  the  Stars  and  Stripes.  I  did  not  see  the 
notice,  "  Magicians'  and  sorcerers'  prescriptions  prepared," 
in  any  pharmacy,  although  such  notices  were  common 
in  Bordeaux  within  the  memory  of  some  of  the  older  inhabi- 
tants ;  but  I  noticed  a  preparation  which  claimed  to  date 
from  the  sixteenth  century  in  the  window  of  an  officine  in 
Love  Lane  (Allee  d' Amour).  My  visits  to  Agen  and  Mon- 
tauban  were  too  brief  to  enable  me  to  remark  very  much 
about  the  pharmaceutical  aspect  of  these  quaint  towns ;  the 
former  is  too  near  Bordeaux,  and  the  latter  in  too  close 
proximity  to  Toulon  to  have  any  special  characteristics.  At 
Montauban  the  "  Black  Prince's  dungeon  "  is  a  show-place, 
but  whether  it  was  the  Prince's  own  prison  or  that  of  his 
enemies  I  could  not  learn. 

Toulouse 

is  par  excellence  the  town  of  people  of  small,  independent 
means.  Pleasant  in  situation  and  climate,  in  the  midst  of  fertile 
plains  which  render  the  necessaries  of  life  cheap,  the  half- 
pay  officer  and  the  retired  official  look  upon  it  as  an  eligible 
haven  of  rest.  "  You  can  live  like  a  prince  here  on  80/.  a 
year,"  I  was  told,  and  the  cafes  were  full  of  loungers  from 
morn  till  eve.  It  is  also  a  commercial  centre  for  the 
Pyrenean  peasants  and  tourists,  and  indeed  for  all  the  region 
round.  This,  doubtless,  accounts  for  the  way  in  which  the 
pharmacies  and  other  shops  put  forward  "  side-lines."  The 
town  still  maintains  much  of  its  old-world  aspect,  and  the 
same  remark  applies  to  many  of  the  pharmacies.  But 
important  street  improvements,  already  partially  carried  out, 
will  essentially  modernise  a  large  portion  of  the  town  when 
completed.  The  rue  Alsace  Lorraine  is  as  straight  and  lofty 
as  Victoria  Street,  Westminster,  and  a  grand  hotel  of  the 
usual  type  is  in  course  of  construction.  As  a  centre  of  phar- 
maceutical education,  Toulouse  is  the  fifth  city  in  France. 
About  175  students  in  pharmacy  are  inscribed  on  the  books 
of  the  "Mixed  Faculty,"  a  building  pleasantly  situated  in 
the  leafy  Allee  St.  Michel,  near  the  Jardin  des  Plantes  (where 
there  is  one  of  the  finest  natural-history  museums  in  France), 
the  Grand  Mond,  and  other  pretty  promenades  of  this 
charming  town.  The  name  of  Professor  Dupuy,  of  Toulouse, 
is  known  all  over  France,  and  even  beyond  her  borders,  as 
one  who  takes  a  keen  interest  in  the  profession  and  studies 
and  sympathises  with  modern  pharmacists  in  their  struggle 
against  the  commercialism.  After  a  hasty  visit  to  the 
obelisk  on  the  hill  behind  the  railway  station  "  To  the  brave 
who  fell "  at  Toulouse  in  1814  (Wellington's  last  Peninsular 
victory)  in  defence  of  "la  patrie,"  I  resumed  my  journey  to 

MOXTPELLIER, 

certainly  the  most  interesting  town  in  France  (Paris  only 
excepted)  to  the  pharmacist.  There  are  only  three  superior 
Schools  of  Pharmacy  in  France,  that  of  Paris  being  naturally 
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the  largest ;  the  other  two  are  at  Nancy  and  Montpellier.  The 
Montpellier  school  ranks  long  after  Paris  in  present  im- 
portance, but  is  of  more  ancient  foundation.    The  part  of  the 
town  near  the  station  is  modern,  but  the  School  of  Pharmacy 
is  situated  in  the  ancient  portion  of  the  town  among  steep, 
narrow,  pebble-paved  streets,  which  were  evidently  con- 
structed when  traffic  was  both  scarce  and  slow.    It  is  a 
severely  plain,  white  two-storied  building  of  conventual 
aspect,  and  bears  the  following  inscription : — 
Ancien  College  Royal 
Ouvert  des  le  Moyen  Age 
A  l'Enseignement  Medical 

et  Siege  de 
l'Universite  de  Medecine 
de  1498  a  1792. 

The  monastic  aspect  of  the  building  is  not  diminished  by 
the  quiet  quadrangle,  with  its  little  garden  of  palm-trees 
and  acacias,  and  its  marble  busts  of  Balard  and  other  phar- 
maceutical celebrities.  Here,  in  the  cloister,  students  often 
carry  out  their  practical  chemistry  work,  especially  when  the 
lesson  includes  the  manipulation  of  sulphuretted  hydrogen 
or  chlorine.  Benches  and  a  glass  roof  are  provided.  "  But 
did  you  not  tell  me,"  I  remarked  to  my  obliging  guide  (a 
professor  at  the  School),  "  that  your  chemistry  classes  were 
held  during  the  winter  semester,  summer  being  devoted  to 
botany  and  other  subjects  ? "  "  The  system  of  alternate 
studies,"  he  replied,  "  dates  from  1593,  when  King  Henry  of 
Navarre  (Henry  IV.  of  France)  founded  the  Montpellier  Jardin 
de  Plantes  and  appointed  a  botany  professor."  "  Quite  so,  but 
how  can  you  work  in  the  open  air  in  mid- winter  ?  "  He  looked 
perplexed  at  first,  then  smiled,  and  pointed  to  the  palm- 
trees  in  the  quadrangle.  "  Many  Calif omian  and  even 
Brazilian  and  Australian  plants  flourish  in  the  open  air  in 
our  Botanic  Gardens,"  he  said.  And  later  on,  in  his  labora- 
tory, he  showed  me  the  most  curious  photo  he  had  ever 
taken — a  snowfall  at  Montpellier.  "It  was  a  snapshot,  of 
course,"  remarked  a  friend  to  whom  I  related  the  incident ; 
"  you  know  they  say  that  in  these  sunny  lands  the  snow 
never  stays  long  enough  to  allow  of  a  '  pose.'  "  In  the  Salle 
des  Actes,  or  great  hall,  the  place  of  honour  was  occupied 
by  a  portrait  of  Professor  Emile  Planchon.  This  was  the 
brother  of  M.  Gustave  Planchon  (late  director  of  the  Paris 
School  of  Pharmacy)  and  father  of  Professor  Louis  Planchon, 
who  now  occupies  the  chair  of  materia  medica  at  this 
Superior  School  of  Montpellier. 

The  professional  staff  at  Montpellier  usually  includes  some 
remarkable  men.  The  history  of  the  Planchons,  Emile  and 
Gustave,  like  the  biography  of  Balard  (another  famous 
Montpellier  pharmacist),  is  a  romance  of  self-help.  The  two 
brothers  were  peasant's  sons.  The  elder  worked  behind  a 
pharmacy-counter,  not  only  to  take  his  own  D.Sc.  degree, 
but  to  help  his  younger  brother.  Their  subsequent  success 
in  life  is  well  known  to  anyone  acquainted  with  French 
pharmacy.  •  The  venerable  M.  Jeanjean,  who  was  Director  of_ 
the  School  from  1893  till  his  death  a  year  or  two  ago,  has 
been  succeeded  by  M.  Massol,  who  must  be  one  of  the 
youngest  men  in  France  to  hold  such  an  important  position. 
He  is  45  years  of  age. 

M.  Jadin,  the  new  pharmacy  professor,  is,  like  M.  Louis 
Planchon,  one  of  the  best-known  men  in  French  pharma- 
ceutical circles.  He  combines  youthful  energy  (he  is  just 
38)  with  mature  scientific  attainments,  and  edits,  in  his 
leisure-hours,  the  scientific  columns  of  a  pharmacy-journal. 
Much  sympathy  exists  between  the  Montpellier  professors 
and  their  former  pupils  ;  and,  though  their  official  position 
prevents  them  taking  any  part  in  pharmaceutical  politics, 
it  is  pretty  evident  that  the  ideas  of  the  teaching-staff  here 
are  more  in  sympathy  with  the  Southern  pharmacists  than 
with  the  Northern  manufacturers  and  wholesalers.  M. 
Collard,  ardent  and  eloquent  agitator  for  the  rights  of  the 
old  "  solid  South,"  lives  in  Montpellier  since  he  abandoned 
his  pharmacy  at  Marseilles.  Possibly  his  persuasive  argu- 
ments have  had  something  to  do  with  the  matter. 

The  laboratories  of  the  College  are  jealously  kept  up  to 
the  mark  in  this  comparatively  ancient  building.  It  appears 
that  a  College  of  Pharmacy  was  first  formally  founded  by 
Richelieu ;  but  medical  and  pharmaceutical  instruction  at 
Montpellier,  in  one  form  or  another,  dates  from  the  time  the 
Moors  overran  Spain. 

There  are  usually  about  220  students  on  the  books  at 
Montpellier.    The  actual  number  of  students  would  thus  be 


about  110,  the  other  half  being  "stagiaires  "  or  apprentices, 
who  have  to  inscribe  their  names  three  years  in  advance  to 
entitle  them  to  enter  the  school  when  their  stage  behind  the 
counter  is  completed.  The  number  may  possibly  diminish 
slightly  as  Paris  and  the  manufacturing  centres  increase  in 
importance  and  draw  students  away  from  the  old  cities, 
while  the  stagnation  of  the  profession  does  not  encourage 
pupils  to  enter  its  ranks.  Before  leaving  the  University 
quarter,  I  just  glanced  in  at  the  School  of  Medicine,  and  in 
the  vestibule  is  a  large  board  covered  with  invitations  from 
mayors  of  villages  for  a  medical  man  to  establish  himself  in 
their  district.  I  noticed  in  some  cases  inducement  held  oct 
such  as  "  There  being  no  pharmacist  in  or  near  the  village, 
the  doctor  could  thus  have  a  large  profit  on  the  sale  of 
medicaments,"  and,  in  one  charming  locality  among  the 
mountains,  "  Most  of  the  roads  are  practicable  for  wheeled 
vehicles — in  only  a  few  cases  is  it  necessary  to  ride  on 
horseback."  Needless  to  add,  the  medical  students  had 
freely  pencilled  their  opinions  of  some  of  the  "  advantageous 
openings  "  thus  offered  by  the  worthy  mayors. 

Finally  I  wended  my  way  back  to  the  railway,  passing 
through  the  little  garden  just  opposite  the  station  to 
examine  the  statue  to  M.  Emile  Planchon,  a  wine-grower, 
holding  aloft  a  bunch  of  grapes  in  grateful  homage  to  the 
savant  who  "  saved  the  vine."  "  The  American  vine  has 
given  new  life  to  the  French  vine  and  triumphed  over  the 
phylloxera "  is  inscribed  below,  and  above,  "  The  wine- 
growers to  J.  E.  Planchon,  1894."  A  few  minutes  later  the 
P.L.M.  express  was  speeding  me  on  my  way  towards 
Tarascon,  whence  I  was  to  proceed  to  Paris.  The  interesting- 
portion  of  my  journey  was  ended.  But  the  true  pleasure  of 
travelling  is  rather  in  the  souvenir  than  in  the  reality,  and 
these  damp  and  foggy  days  I  often  carry  myself  back  in 
imagination  to  those  pleasant  lands  of  the  Sunny  South, 
"where  every  prospect  pleases,  and  only  man  [as  represented 
by  the  cutter]  is  vile." 
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Commercialism. 
A  paper  interesting  to  pharmacists  was  read  by  Mr.  A. 
Searle,  F.C.S.,  on  "  The  Relationship  of  Commercial  Aids  to 
the  Work  of  the  Medical  Profession."  While  he  acknow- 
ledged it  would  be  a  bad  outlook  for  the  human  race  if  the 
commercial  spirit  should  ever  break  down  the  barriers  and 
usurp  the  position  occupied  by  professional  ethics,  it  was  no 
less  true  that  the  medical  profession  itself  owed  an  incal- 
culable amount  to  the  aids  which  commerce  had  placed  at 
its  disposal  in  the  practical  application  of  scientific  dis- 
coveries. A  remarkable  change  had  come  over  the  whole 
field  of  medical  practice  during  the  past  quarter  of  a 
century.  By  the  enterprise  and  energy  of  pharmacists 
active  principles  had  very  largely  taken  the  place  of  crude 
drugs  of  doubtful  and  varying  strength.  Nauseous  draughts 
had  been  superseded  by  elegant  preparations  of  compressed 
drugs,  and  sick-room  dietary  had  been  profoundly  simplified 
and  enlarged  by  the  use  of  ingenious  and  costly  mechanical 
appliances  such  as  were  only  possible  upon  a  commercial 
scale. 

Trade-refuse. 
A  paper  of  direct  interest  to  chemical-manufacturers  upon 
the  admission  of  liquid  trade-refuse  into  public  sewers  was 
read  by  Dr.  H.  Maclean,  of  the  West  Riding  River  Board. 
He  urged  that  it  should  be  made  clear  that  sanitary  authori- 
ties could  call  upon  all  manufacturers  to  submit  their  refuse 
to  partial  purification  before  sending  it  into  the  sewers. 
The  Mayor  of  Henley  said  they  had  as  much  sewage  in  that 
town  from  two  breweries  as  from  the  whole  of  the  rest  of 
the  town  ;  and  the  Surveyor  to  the  Southall-Morwood  District 
Council  said  that  body  had  to  deal  with  refuse  from  a 
margarine-works  equal  to  25  to  30  per  cent,  of  the  whole 
dry-weather  flow.  Dr.  Wilson  suggested  that  in  this  case 
the  manufacturers  might  be  called  upon  to  precipitate  the 
grease  with  sulphuric  acid. 


The  German  Distallateur  Zeitung  reports  that  about  50  per 
ce  it.  of  the  distillers  belonging  to  the  spirit  ring  and  20  per  cent, 
of  the  "  outsiders  "  have  agreed  to  limit  their  production. 
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Trade  Profits  and  Protection. 

MR.  C.  T.  WEARY  (President)  occupied  the  chair  at  a 
meeting  of  the  Plymouth,  Stonehouse,  Devonport  and 
District  Chemists'  Association  on  Wednesday,  at  which  Mr. 
Glyn-Jones,  Secretary  of  the  Proprietary-articles  Trade 
Association,  delivered  an  address.  The  afternoon  was 
beautifully  fine,  and  this  was  no  doubt  responsible  for  the 
fact  that  the  attendance  was  not  large.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
remarked  that  the  P.A.T.A.  was  by  no  means  new  to  Ply- 
mouth, for  the  Plymouth  Chemists'  Association  was  the 
second  or  third  in  connection  with  which  a  meeting  was 
held  to  consider  the  articles  of  the  P.A.T.A.  At  that 
time  they  were  greatly  in  favour  of  asking  chemists  to 
support  the  Association  because  it  was  possible  to  ensure 
guaranteed  profits,  and  it  was  for  this  reason  that  the 
chemists  in  the  Plymouth  district  gave  them  their  loyal 
support.  Now  they  were  in  a  position  to  urge  the  claims  of 
an  Association  which  had  been  a  really  substantial  benefit  to 
the  trade.  At  the  outset  the  Association  was  given  a  few 
months  to  live,  but  it  was  now  in  its  sixth  year.  The 
chemists  throughout  the  country  were  primarily  responsible 
for  its  success,  although  he  did  not  wish  for  a  moment  to 
minimise  the  importance  of  the  articles  on  its  list.  They  still 
felt  that  every  proprietor  should  start  his  business  on  right  lines 
and  join  the  Association.  Many  chemists  were  now,  he  was 
convinced,  reaping,  through  their  connection  with  the  Associa- 
tion, a  hundred-fold  in  profit  that  was  previously  thrown  away. 
Nothing  could  result  in  permanent  success  unless  it  bene- 
fited the  proprietor  as  well  as  the  dealer.  For  that  reason 
the  question  of  profits  must  be  decided  on  such  lines  as  were 
laid  down  hy  the  P.A.T.A.  Unfortunately  some  stood  aside, 
and  allowed  the  minority  of  the  trade  to  devote  time  and 
energy  to  bring  about  what  was  admittedly  for  the  good  of 
all.  It  was  this  that  led  to  the  Defence  Association,  95  per 
cent,  of  whose  members  were  also  members  of  the  P.A.T.A., 
and  these  obtained  the  benefits  of  defence  for  half-a-guinea 
a  year,  while  non-members  paid  a  guinea.  There  were  very 
few  in  business  who  were  in  a  position  to  decline  the  advan- 
tages offered.  They  were  not  too  narrow  in  their  views  with 
regard  to  the  questions  dealt  with  by  their  solicitor.  It 
might  be  argued  that  every  chemist  could  get  his  own  local 
solicitor  should  the  necessity  arise,  but  this  was  an  age  of 
specialities,  and  those  having  trade-difficulties  might  have  to 
go  to  an  excellent  conveyancing-lawyer,  to  whom  it  might  even 
be  difficult  to  explain  their  technical  position.  Besides,  it 
was  an  additional  advantage  to  obtain  legal  advice  free  and 
get  their  cases  fought  for  them.  In  some  places  there  were 
very  great  grievances  with  regard  to  the  local  magisterial 
administration  of  the  law.  There  were  striking  evidences  of 
the  purity  of  articles  sold  by  chemists  when  the  police 
resorted  to  taking  samples  of  vinegar  of  squills  in  order  to 
test  its  acid-strength,  or  prosecuted  those  sailing  bicarbonate 
of  soda  when  carbonate  was  asked  for,  or  magnesia  carbonate 
instead  of  oxide  in  Gregory's  powder.  A  large  number  of 
such  prosecutions  were  frivolous,  and  this  was  the  best 
testimony  that  chemists  did  their  work  well.  If  summoned, 
members  forwarded  the  summons  to  the  Association,  and 
the  Association  were  bound  to  reply  whether  they,  as  an 
Association,  need  be  identified  with  the  case,  to  give  per- 
mission to  incur  expenses  to  the  amount  of  10/.,  or  to  take 
up  the  prosecution  personally.  During  the  last  two  or  three 
years  the  Revenue  had  imposed  stamp-duties,  and  not 
one  of  them  could  consider  himself  safe  from  Somerset 
House.  The  right  of  the  Government  to  compound  with  the 
defendant  instead  of  taking  cases  into  court  had  in  some 
ways  proved  good  for  the  trade ;  but  it  was  also  a  source  of 
injury,  for  they  had  again  and  again  paid  penalties  when,  if 
the  cases  had  been  properly  threshed  out  in  the  courts, 
decisions  in  favour  of  the  chemist  might  have  been  obtained. 
The  Chemists'  Defence  Association  undertook  this  work  of 
investigating  the  claims  of  Somerset  House.  It  was  a 
significant  fact  that  the  authorities  were  accustomed  to 
impounding  medicines  sold  by  unauthorised  persons. 
Chemists  were  really  exempt  from  all  but  patent  medicines, 
for  there  was  a  subsequent  amendment  which  imposed  a 
duty  on  all  proprietary  nostrums.  Possibly  there  was  a 
difficulty  in  chemists  fighting  the  Revenue ;  but  he  had 


every  sympathy  with  Somerset  House,  for  they  dealt  with 
the  Acts  of  long  ago  very  well  indeed,  and  had  even  given 
advice  gratuitously  on  labels. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  proceeded  to  speak  of  accidental  poison- 
ings, and  in  detail  of  the  Drug-trade  Appeal  Fund,  and  con- 
cluded by  appealing  to  local  associations  to  help  on  the 
fund,  as  paid  canvassers  are  out  of  the  question. 

Messrs.  Cocks,  F.  Maitland,  and  Goodwin  put  some 
questions,  which  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  replied  to.  Thereafter 
Mr.  Park  commended  Mr.  Glyn-Jones's  work,  and  said  money 
had  been  thrown  away  for  want  of  organisation. 

Mr.  Barge  considered  their  position  would  be  greatly 
improved  if  they  combined  in  buying,  and  in  the  regulation 
of  prices  with  the  aid  of  the  Defence  Association.  He 
moved  that  the  meeting  heartily  support  the  Drug-trade 
Appeal  Fund,  and  ask  the  local  Association  to  open  a  sub- 
scription-list. Mr.  Palmer  having  seconded,  Mr.  Hanson 
(Sidcup)  said  he  agreed  that  appeals  should  be  undertaken, 
no  matter  who  the  defendant  might  be.  The  motion 
having  been  carried,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  was  heartily  thanked, 
on  the  motion  of  Mr.  J.  D.  Turney,  seconded  by  Mr.  Doble. 

Members  and  visitors  afterwards  dined  together  at  Messrs. 
Matthews's  restaurant. 


IRecent  OTUte. 


Beckett. — Probate  has  been  granted  of  the  will,  dated 
No\  ember  1,  1901,  of  Mr.  James  Marshall  Beckett,  of 
Newstead,  Burbage,  Buxton,  and  of  the  firm  of  James 
Marshall  Beckett  &  Son,  merchants,  manufacturing 
chemists,  and  drysalters,  whose  estate  has  been  valued  at 
30.916/.  gross,  including  personalty  of  the  net  value  of 
11,690?. 

Dowling. — Letters  of  administration  to  the  estate  of  the 
late  Mr.  Robert  Dowling,  the  younger,  chemist  and  druggist, 
of  18  Eldon  Street,  Reading  (formerly  of  14  King's  Road, 
Reading),  who  died  intestate  on  February  18,  have  been 
granted  to  his  father,  Mr.  Robert  Dowling,  chemist  and 
druggist,  Market  Place,  Reading,  by  whom  the  net  personalty 
was  valued  at  153/.  3s.  8i. 

Plumb. — Letters  of  administration  to  the  estate  of  the 
late  Mr.  James  Edwin  Plumb,  chemist  and  druggist,  Hands- 
worth,  Birmingham,  who  died  on  October  19,  1901,  at  the 
age  of  56,  have  been  granted  to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Ada  Annie 
Plumb,  by  whom  the  net  personalty  was  valued  at 
174/.  13s.  6i. 

Smart. — Probate  of  the  will  of  the  late  Mr.  Alfred 
Smart,  pharmaceutical  chemist,  of  Steyning,  Sussex,  who 
died  on  September  7,  1901,  has  been  granted  to  his  widow, 
Mrs.  Fanny  Smart,  and  Mr.  Charles  Frederick  Smart, 
chemist  and  druggist,  by  whom  the  effects  were  valued  at 
3,603/.  10.*.  U. 

Stevenson. — The  late  Mr.  John  Stevenson,  J. P.,  chemist 
and  druggist,  who  died  at  10  Bloomfield  Terrace,  Whitby,  on 
April  8,  has  left  a  gross  estate  of  30,149/.  10s.  10i.,  the  net 
personalty  being  valued  at  16,825'.  2t.  4rf.  He  appointed  as 
executors  Mr.  Thomas  Smailes,  of  Whitby,  gentleman,  Mr. 
Thomas  Waters,  of  Whitby,  accountant,  and  Mr.  Christopher 
Marwood,  of  Whitby,  shipowner. 

Stokes. — Probate  of  the  will  of  Mr.  Walter  Edward  Stokes, 
chemist  and  druggist,  27  High  Street,  Old  Brompton, 
Gillingham,  Kent,  who  died  on  May  31,  1901,  was  granted 
on  November  30,  to  his  widow,  Mrs.  Hannah  Isabella  Stokes. 
The  gross  estate  was  valued  at  5,040/.  5.*.,  and  subsequently 
re-sworn  at  5,139/. 


Lengthy  Woeds. — What  is  believed  to  be  the  longest  word, 
according  to  the  New  York  Commercial,  in  the  English  language 
occurs  in  a  publication  issued  by  the  Census  Bureau,  containing  a 
digest  of  the  most  important  patents  granted  on  chemical  com- 
pounds. Hydrotriamidodimethylphenylacridine,  under  certain 
treatment,  produces  a  greenish-yellow  colour  when  applied  to 
cotton.  It  is  an  amidobenzofiavine  produced  by  transforming  the 
nitrotetraamidoditolylphenylmethan  of  amidoditolylphenylmethan 
into  pentaamidoditoiylphenylmethan.  For  further  particulars  the 
reader  is  respectfully  referred  to  the  specifications. 
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TO  CORRESPONDENTS.— Please  write  clearly  and  concisely 
on  one  side  of  the  paper  only.  All  communications  should 
be  accompanied  by  the  names  and  addresses  of  the  writers. 
If  queries  are  submitted,  each  should  be  written  on  a  separate 
piece  of  paper.  We  do  not  reply  to  queries  by  post,  and  caa 
only  answer  on  subjects  of  general  interest. 


The  Title  Question. 

Sir, — The  Federation  of  Local  Pharmaceutical  Associa- 
tions having  endorsed  views  which  are  directly  opposed  to 
the  opinions  and  wishes  frequently  expressed  by  many  of  the 
Associations  of  which  the  so-called  Federation  is  composed, 
we  are  told  that  "  if  the  Federation  keeps  up  its  present 
vitality  and  independence  it  may  become  a  power  in  pharma- 
ceutical politics  that  even  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  will 
be  forced  to  listen  to  without  impatience."    The  Federation 
recommends  fresh  legislation  as  the  ■  only  remedy  for  the 
existing  grievance  about  the  titles.  The  Council  will  certainly 
swallow  that  remedy  without  impatience.    The  perennial 
ploughing  of  the  sands  with  draft  Bills  must  be  kept  up  or 
the  Council  would  die  of  inanition.    It  is  to  be  deplored  that 
Mr.  MacEwan  did  not  tell  title-case  advocates  how  obstinate 
they  are,  as  it  would  have  been  an  original  fact  in  a  rimmiol 
surmises,  suppositions,  opinions,  and  quotations.    It  is  rather 
difficult  to  clearly  understand  Mr.  MacEwan  when  he  calls  a 
thing  a  supposition  in  one  sentence  and  a  fact  in  another, 
and  generally  tries  to  make  two  and  two  make  five.    I  will, 
however,  confine  myself  to  obstinate  facts.  It  is  an  important 
fact  that  the  1880  case  was  solely  in  regard  to  the  sale  of 
poisons.    It  is  a  fact  that  the  seller  was  a  qualified  person 
and  not  a  company,  and  it  is  also  a  fact  that  many  users  of 
the  titles  to-day  are  companies  and  not  qualified  persons.  It 
is  a  fact  that  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  prior  to  1880,  had 
the  advantage,  as  they  have  now,  of  expert  legal  advice,  and 
yet,  with  the  help  of  their  advisers,  they  were  able  to 
formulate  a  charge  against  a  company  on  the  doubtful 
ground  that  the  company  could  be  made  responsible  for  the 
perfectly  legal  action  of  a  qualified  person  in  their  employ. 
There  are  two  distinct  penalties  for  illegal  selling  and  illegal 
use  of  title,  and  yet  we  are  told  to-day  that  the  Society's 
advisers  cannot  state  a  case  in  an  infringement  in  which 
there  is  not  a  shadow  of  doubt  as  to  the  users  of  the  titles. 
If  the  expert  legal  advice  of  1880  is  to  be  taken  as  a  pre- 
cedent, then  the  expert  legal  advice  of  to-day,  although  it  is 
enveloped  in  an  air  of  mystery,  cannot  be  worth  much. 

Mr.  MacEwan  says  we  may  comfort  ourselves  with  the 
fancy  that  if  the  Council  of  twenty  years  ago  had  gone  on 
the  title,  and  not  on  the  sale  of  poisons,  the  decision  would 
have  been  different.  I  cannot  pretend  to  understand  that 
remark  any  more  clearly  than  many  of  his  other  fancies  and 
things,  by  the  way,  which  do  not  affect  the  case.  We  are 
not  looking  for  comforting  fancies,  but  for  obstinate  facts, 
and  if  he  means  that  in  his  opinion  a  case  taken  twenty 
years  ago  on  the  titles  would  have  been  decided  in  favour  of 
the  Society,  then  I  can  only  state  the  fact  that  the  Pharmacy 
Act  of  1868  has  not  yet  been  repealed,  though  the  sooner  it 
is  the  better  if  an  adverse  decision  on  a  doubtful  count  is  to 
be  accepted  as  deciding  a  different  infringement  on  which 
there  is  no  doubt  whatever.  The  weak  point  about  the 
reiterated  statement  that  the  1880  case  should  have  been 
taken  on  the  titles  lies  in  the  fact  that  companies  have  only 
glaringly  used  the  titles  in  more  recent  years,  more  par- 
ticularly, by  a  peculiar  coincidence,  since  a  trade- paper  began 
to  assert  authoritatively  that  the  House  of  Lords'  decision 
covered  the  titles  as  well  as  the  practice.  The  companies 
know  they  are,  and  always  have  been,  within  their  legal 
rights  as  far  as  the  practice  is  concerned,  when  they  comply, 
as  they  mostly  do,  with  the  conditions  regarding  the  seller 
contained  in  the  statute ;  and  now  the  Federation  has 
decided  that  they  are  perfectly  within  their  rights  in  the 
unconditional  use  of  the  titles,  so  that  any  company  whose 
convenience  may  be  suited  to  practise  pharmacy  without 
touching  on  statutory  poisons  may  still  use  the  titles  without 


any  obligations,  as  cases  are  only  to  be  taken  on  illegal 
practice.  According  to  Mr.  MacEwan,  whether  companies  sell 
poisons  or  not,  or  whether  they  employ  qualified  persons  or 
not,  they  are  quite  free  to  use  the  title,  and  our  admission  of 
that  by  default  will  eventually  end  in  the  title  being  common 
property.  Looking  back  a  few  years,  I  find  that  Mr.  MacEwan's 
attitude  has  not  been  conspicuous  for  fraternal  amiability 
and  self-sacrificing  regard  for  the  interests  and  welfare  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  but  rather  conveying  the  im- 
pression that  the  Society  was  well  able  to  look  after  itself 
and  fill  its  coffers.  If  Mr.  MacEwan  is  so  cocksure  that  a 
titles  test-case  would  go  against  the  Society,  why  is  he  so- 
much  in  earnest  in  his  endeavours  to  prevent  that  body 
from  committing  itself  and  thus  proving  the  truth  of  his 
many  predictions  1  This  disinterested  regard  for  the  pocket 
and  feelings  of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society  is  a  new  and 
beautiful  thing  which  the  unsuspecting  Federation  gulped 
down  greedily.  Of  course  it  is  Mr.  MacEwan's  duty  to  utter 
a  dignified  protest  against  what  he  considers  a  mistaken 
policy,  but  "  he  doth  protest  too  much."  After  all,  the  titles 
question  is  a  matter,  not  only  affecting  companies,  but  old- 
established  influential  businesses  and  branch  shops.  The  only 
favourable  decision  that  could  be  given  would  be  to  follow  the 
verdict  on  the  practice  and  confine  the  actual  use  of  the 
title  to  the  holder  of  the  certificate.  Then  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  would  be  face  to  face  with  the  fact  that  if 
companies  which  are  outside  the  Pharmacy  Act  cannot  use 
the  titles,  neither  can  dead-and-gone  pharmacists,  who  are 
outside  this  world  altogether.  (My  only  obiter  dictum  is 
oherchcz  li  femme.)  To  be  strictly  impartial  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Council  would  have  to  begin  prosecuting  itself. 
This  would  be  an  awkward  state  of  affairs,  which  makes  the 
fear  of  winning  a  test-case  the  only  real  terror,  and  is  an 
argument  against  proceeding  in  the  matter,  which  every 
sensible  man  will  have  more  sympathy  with  than  the 
assumptions  and  opinions  so  ably  strung  together  by 
Mr.  MacEwan  and  so  meekly  accepted  by  the  guileless 
Federation.  We  have  recently  been  told  in  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Journal  that,  scientifically  speaking,  we  are  not 
chemists ;  why  should  we  not  have  a  little  more  refreshing- 
truth  and  candour  introduced  into  pharmaceutical  politics  '! 
Batley,  August  26.  R.  Broadhead. 

Briefly,  the  question  which  Mr.  MacEwan  was  called  upon  to 
answer  was  whether  it  is  expedient  to  institute  legal  proceedings 
against  joint-stock  companies  which  use  the  title  "  chemist  and 
druggist  "  or  its  equivalent.  The  Council  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  has  been  urged  repeatedly  to  take  a  test-case  on  the  point, 
by  persons  who  hold  that  the  decision  in  the  case  of  the  London 
and  Provincial  Supply  Association  (Limited)  applies  only  to  keep- 
ing open  shop  for  the  sale  of  poisons.  But,  as  Mr.  MacEwan 
clearly  showed,  what  the  House  of  Lords  actually  decided  in  that 
case  was  that  Sections  1  and  15  of  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868,  do 
not  apply  to  joint-stock  companies  or  other  corporate  bodies. 
Inasmuch,  therefore,  as  the  statutory  restriction  of  the  title 
"  chemist  and  druggist,"  or  its  equivalent,  is  based  entirely  upon 
those  two  sections  of  the  Act,  it  seems  clear  that  no  case  can  lie 
against  a  limited  company  for  using  the  title.  It  is  needless  to 
recapitulate  the  arguments  in  favour  of  that  view,  since  they  are 
so  admirably  set  forth  in  the  report  of  Mr.  MacEwan's  remarks. 
Neither  is  there  any  occasion  to  defend  the  Council  of  the  Phar- 
maceutical Society  on  the  ground  of  its  alleged  inactivity  in  the 
matter.  The  logic  of  facts  is  unanswerable,  and  that  has  clearly 
shown  the  uselessness  of  contending  against  the  inevitable.  .  .  . 
The  difficulty  now  prevailing  owes  its  existence  almost  entirely 
to  the  fact  that  the  case  against  the  London  and  Provincial  Supply 
Association  (Limited)  was  an  utterly  unsuitable  one  for  the  purpose 
of  testing  the  real  principle  involved.  Unless  the  difficulty  is  to 
be  intensified,  any  further  test-case  that  is  taken  must  be  free  from 
any  such  weakness  as  revealed  itself  in  that  action  ;  an  action  which 
—  as  Mr.  MacEwan  contends,  and  many  other  distinguished  phar- 
macists believe— resulted  in  the  loss  of  the  exclusive  use  of  the 
title  "chemist  and  druggist  "  by  duly  registered  individuals.  Will 
Mr.  Gifford  or  any  of  his  friends  construct  in  theory  a  case  which 
will  satisfy  all  the  conditions  and  enable  the  House  of  Lords  to 
reverse  its  decision  of  more  than  twenty  years  ago  ?  If  that 
cannot  be  done,  it  seems  quite  useless  to  ask  that  the  question  of 
the  restriction  of  titles  should  be  raised  in  the  courts.  — (From  an 
Editorial  in  the  Pharmaceutical  Journal,  August  23.) 

Sir, — The  paper  read  by  Mr.  Peter  MacEwan  on  August  15, 
and  the  discussion  following,  clearly  show  that  the  question 
of  legislation  is  not  quite  so  dormant  as  the  experience  of 
the  last  few  months  may  have  suggested.    Waiting  is  the 
I  normal  attitude  of  pharmaceutical  leaders,  but  even  delays 


August  30,  1902 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


399 


may  be  turned  to  account,  and  the  present  one,  whether 
inevitable  or  not,  will  at  least  give  further  opportunities  for 
discussing  a  question  none  of  us  can  ignore.  In  some 
quarters  regret  is  felt  that  the  Bill  introduced  by  Lord 
Halsbury  was  not  accepted.  It  could  not  be  for  two  grave 
reasons — (1)  the  proposal  to  confer  titles  by  proxy,  and 
(2)  to  permit  one  qualified  man  to  cover  an  unlimited 
number  of  branch  shops.  The  Council's  Bill — deferred,  and 
not  buried — provides  for  every  contingency  in  strict  accord- 
ance with  the  principle  of  the  existing  Act — i.e.,  it  secures 
the  safety  of  the  public  by  compelling  all  who  in  any  sense 
control  the  practice  of  pharmacy  to  be  qualified  men,  and 
places  ordinary  shareholders  in  the  position  of  investors 
only.  It  must  be  admitted,  however,  that  the  ultimate  title 
under  which  a  company  may  practise  is  scarcely  perceptible 
in  the  altogether  too  legal  form  in  which  the  draft  Bill  now 
appears.  We  are  to  piesume  that  the  question  is  provided 
for  under  generalities,  which,  considering  its  vital  im- 
portance, is,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  a  dangerous  provision. 
The  Bill,  therefore,  is  either  complete,  or  it  is  not.  If  the 
latter,  there  remains  plenty  of  time  for  amendment,  and  it 
would  be  interesting,  as  well  as  instructive,  if  a  discussion 
could  be  started  having  this  end  in  view.  We  have  always 
been  considered  mere  instruments,  working  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  public,  but  it  is  just  possible  that  the  time 
has  arrived  when  we  may  try  to  combine  protection  for 
ourselves  and  title. 

I  am.  Sir,  faithfully  yours, 
Penzance,  August  27.  Walter  H.  Keen. 

Dundee  Topics. 

Sir, — Two  matters  introduced  and  discussed  at  the  recent 
Pharmaceutical  Conference  make  that  occasion  more  than 
usually  interesting  amongst  similar  gatherings  to  the  retail 
members  of  the  Society.  Foremost  in  interest  to  the 
majority  of  the  rank-and-file  will  probably  be  the  discussion 
on  the  questions  of  titles,  the  assumption  of  which  by 
companies  without  compliance  with  the  regulations  imposed 
upon  individuals  is  so  manifestly  unfair  that,  whether 
legal  or  illegal,  will  cause  many  to  side  with  Mr.  Gifford 
and  give  him  their  earnest  active  support  in  seeking  redress. 
The  second  matter  of  considerable  interest  to  retailers  was 
Mr.  Thomson's  paper  on  the  manufacture  of  galenicals  in 
retail  quantities.  There  is  a  practical  ring  about  this  paper 
that  all  should  appreciate.  Por  my  own  part,  I  have  made 
it  a  practice  for  upwards  of  thirty  years  never  to  buy  what 
can  be  conveniently  made  at  home — not  so  much  on  eco- 
nomical grounds,  but  because  I  liked  the  work  and  found 
more  pleasure  in  handling  my  own  preparations  than  those 
of  strangers ;  and,  further,  by  keeping  such  knowledge  and 
skill  as  I  possessed  bright  and  clean,  such  practice  might  be 
an  incentive  to  others  who  came  in  contact  with  it. 
Having  witnessed  dentists  rise  from  chaos  to  an  acknow- 
ledged position  in  an  honoured  profession,  I  have  wondered 
when  will  the  chemist's  turn  come — when  will  he  be  taken 
by  the  hand  I  Third  Port.  (52/31.) 

Sir, — The  preparation  of  camphorated  oil  has  caused  a 
great  amount  of  discussion  in  your  columns,  and  was  referred 
to  at  the  recent  Conference.  All  parties  seem  to  regard  the 
application  of  heat  as  necessary.  In  my  opinion,  there  is 
no  need  to  heat  the  oil  at  all,  as  the  camphor-flowers,  passed 
through  a  coarse  sieve  and  placed  in  a  bottle  containing  the 
oil,  and  well  shaken  from  time  to  time,  dissolves  quite 
readily.  A  batch  put  on  in  the  evening  is  ready  for  use 
next  day — at  least,  it  has  invariably  proved  so  in  my 
experience.  Yours  truly, 

K.  B.  (51/55.) 

Sir, — I  should  be  sorry,  if  either  through  misreading  or 
misunderstanding  of  my  Conference  note  on  camphorated 
oil,  any  of  your  readers  should  be  led  into  error  in  the 
manner  suggested  by  your  correspondent.  Camphorated  oil, 
being  an  official  preparation,  should  be  made  strictly  accord- 
ing to  the  official  process,  and  I  regret  that  it  should  be 
necessary  for  me  to  disclaim  the  idea  of  tampering  with 
that  process.  I  need  hardly  say  that  the  paragraph  with 
reference  to  solvents  was  merely  inserted  with  a  view  of 
indicating  the  direction  in  which  a  possible  improvement  of 
the  official  process  might  be  effected. 

Yours  faithfully, 

Buxton,  August  27.  R.  Wright. 


A  "Warning  to  Londoners. 

Sir, — I  shall  be  greatly  obliged  if  you  will  insert  a  warn- 
ing notice  in  this  week's  C.  I),  respecting  a  gang  of  thieves 
who  are  victimising  suburban  chemists  just  now.  The 
method  of  procedure  is  for  a  boy  to  leave  an  order  for  goods 
amounting  to  4.<t.  or  5s.,  asking  that  change  for  a  sovereign 
may  be  sent  by  the  messenger,  and  stating  that  they  have 
just  moved  into  the  neighbourhood.  On  the  messenger's 
arrival  at  the  address  given  (an  empty  house,  furniture  not 
unpacked)  the  change  is  obtained  from  him  on  the  plea  that 
the  lady  of  the  house  is  an  invalid  and  the  sovereign  will  be 
brought  down.  After  waiting  a  little  time  the  messenger 
investigates  and  finds  the  house  is  empty,  and  returns  home 
sadder  and  wiser.  I  have  been  imposed  on  in  this  way 
to-day,  and,  on  informing  the  police,  find  that  two  other 
chemists  in  another  suburb  have  also  received  similar  ex- 
periences this  week.  Subjoined  is  a  general  description  of 
the  boy  who  brought  the  order. 

Faithfully  yours, 

Balham,  August  27.  Edward  Emmertox. 

General  Description. — Hair,  black  and  rather  curly ;  eyes,  dark 
and  deeply  set ;  eyebrows,  black  ;  height,  about  5  feet  4  inches ; 
age,  about  16 ;  dress,  blue-serge  cap,  long  black  overcoat,  grey 
jacket,  Eton  collar  and  tie,  buttoned  boots,  and  black  trousers. 
The  order  is  written  in  a  2d.  pocket-book  with  black  covers  and 
elastic  band. 

The  Irish.  Examination. 

Sir, — Kindly  permit  me,  as  one  of  the  candidates,  to  make 
a  few  remarks  on  the  changed  method  of  conducting  and 
manner  of  putting  questions  in  the  Licence  examination  of 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  of  Ireland.  Formerly  the  oral 
and  written  examination  for  each  subject  was  held  on  the 
same  day  ;  under  the  new  r&gimc  the  written  is  all  on  the 
first  day,  practical  on  the  second  day,  and  oral  on  the  third 
day.  Taking  the  materia  medica  and  botany  paper,  it  will 
be  admitted  that  it  requires  a  considerable  mental  effort  to 
do  a  sufficient  amount  of  work  on  it  to  obtain  pass-marks. 
If  that  be  so,  is  it  fair  to  hand  round  the  chemistry  paper 
without  five  minutes'  interval  ?  Does  it  not  require  a  fresh 
mental  effort  on  an  already  tired  mind  ?  The  chemistry 
paper  was,  to  my  mind,  a  fairly  stiff  one,  and  to  fully  answer 
six  of  the  questions  given  in  \\  hour  is  simply  ridiculous 
for  a  pharmaceutical  student  to  attempt.  There  is  also 
another  reason  why  I  did  not  think  the  new  arrangement  an 
improvement  on  the  old,  and  it  is  this  :  Formerly  each  day 
finished  a  subject,  and  thus  left  the  mind  free  of  it  for  the 
remaining  part  of  the  examination,  whereas  now  one  has  to 
keep  reading  all  the  subjects  right  through  to  the  end.  The 
effect  of  this  I  found  to  be  most  confusing.  Now  for  the 
method  of  putting  questions — and  this  refers  chiefly  to  the 
chemistry  paper.  To  set  a  question  as  well  as  to  give  an 
answer  is,  I  think,  an  art.  A  question,  I  take  it,  is  put  for 
the  purpose  of  finding  out  exactly  the  knowledge  a  candi- 
date has  of  the  subject.  Take  the  question :  What  is  the 
action  of  heat  on  calcium  oxalate  and  chlorine  on  alcohol  1 
Did  the  examiner  mean  the  continued  or  ultimate  action,  or 
did  he  merely  mean  the  first  product  ?  It  would  be  a  very 
great  advantage  if  examiners  could  so  put  the  questions  as 
to  leave  no  doubt  on  the  candidate's  mind  as  to  the  answer 
required,  and  let  him  abide  by  the  result. 

Faithfully  yours, 

August  15.  Medium.  (46/54.) 

The  Minor  Syllabus. 

Sir, — In  your  issue  for  August  9,  you  print  an  account  of 
a  lady  student's  successful  Minor  examination.  In  the 
practical  chemistry  part  it  is  stated  the  powder  for  analysis 
contained  cadmium,  and  apparently  in  this  statement  the 
lady  is  corroborated  by  her  examiner.  Now,  is  this  fair  ? 
Cadmium  is  not  in  the  syllabus,  and  I  am  afraid,  from  a  long 
experience  in  the  cause  of  pharmacy  and  its  teaching  and 
taught,  that  this  is  not  an  isolated  case  of  the  long-bow  being 
drawn  in  order  to  aim  at  something  beyond  the  syllabus. 
Possibly  it  will  be  said  that  it  is  only  to  test  the  extent  of 
the  candidate's  knowledge,  but  such  a  mode,  even  if  it  does 
not  determine  the  success  or  otherwise  of  the  examinee, 
would  be  manifestly  unfair,  for  the  syllabus  is  or  ought  to 
be  the  extent  of  the  requirements  as  far  as  the  particular- 
work  in  hand — viz.,  the  legal  standard— is  concerned. 

Yours  faithfully, 
Fcemina  Pharmaceutica  Fiat.    (201  69.) 
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The  Herbarium  Prize. 

Sir, — Again  there  are  only  two  competitors  for  this  prize  I 
Surely  there  are  more  than  two  energetic  students  in  the 
whole  of  the  United  Kingdom,  the  Channel  Islands,  and  the 
Isle  of  Man  !  There  should  never  be  less  than  fifty  collec- 
tions. How  few  apprentices  take  the  trouble  to  distinguish 
belladonna  from  stramonium,  or  the  leaf  of  the  aconite  from 
hemlock !  This  lack  of  interest  is  deplorable.  Need  we 
wonder  that  Minor  candidates  are  alarmed  at  the  percentage 
of  failures  1  Yours  faithfully, 

Penrith,  August  13.  Thos.  Edmoxdson. 


Legal  Queries. 


48/14.  A  Guardian. — Illness  occurring  during  apprentice- 
ship does  not  shorten  the  period  of  apprenticeship,  and  if 
that  period  commenced  on,  say,  August  30,  1899,  and  was  to 
last  for  three  years,  it  would  terminate  on  August  29, 1902. 

52/8.  Biempid. — (1)  Your  handbill  comes  on  the  border- 
line of  the  Dentists  Act,  Section  3,  as  it  tells  people  you  are 
perfection  in  artificial  teeth.  You  can  do  your  business  no 
harm  by  omitting  the  words  "for  perfection  in  artificial 
teeth."  (2)  For  the  address  of  the  Association  see  The 
Chemists'  and  Druggists'  Diary,  page  219. 

48/62.  B.egulus  asks  : — Does  the  Pharmacy  Act  allow  of  a 
qualified  man  taking  in  another  (such  as  his  son)  as  a  partner, 
the  latter  being  unqualified,  but  having  served  his  time  and 
fulfilled  all  other  conditions  prior  to  his  sitting  his  Minor,  or 
has  there  been  any  case  tried  that  would  form  a  precedent  1 
[A  partnership  does  not  cover  an  unqualified  man  who,  as  a 
member  of  a  firm  using  Pharmacy  Act  titles  and  selling 
poisons,  is  as  liable  to  the  penalties  as  if  he  were  trading  by 
himself,  supposing  the  partnership  is  known.] 

42/51.  Dentist. — Legally  qualified  medical  practitioners 
are  exempt  from  the  provisions  of  the  Dentists  Act  so  far  as 
the  use  of  titles  is  concerned,  and  may  use  the  titles 
"dentist"  and  "dental  practitioner." 

11/8.  Bottles. — If  you  ordered  50  gross  you  need  not  keep 
more  than  that.  Advise  the  manufacturers  of  your  objection, 
but  first  assure  yourself  of  the  e?act  conditions  of  your  order 
and  its  acceptance,  as  the  contract  may  contain  some  pro- 
vision as  to  deficiency  or  excess. 


Miscellaneous  Inquiries. 

We  endeavour  to  reply  promptly  and  practically  to  trade  ques- 
tions of  general  interest,  but  cannot  guarantee  insertion  of 
replies  on  a  particular  date,  nor  can  w;  repeat  information 
given  during  the  past  twelve  months. 


38/20. 
fluid. 


Harlesden.  —  We  cannot  identify  the  nebuliser- 


40/20.  Salol.  —  (1)  Ung.  staphisagrise  (Squire)  is 
effectual  for  destroying  nits  in  the  hair.  (2)  You  can  use  a 
fancy  name  for  the  nit-ointment  without  registering  it,  as 
long  as  you  are  not  infringing  anyone  else's  trade-mark.  (3) 
Nits  in  the  hair  are  not  a  disease,  and  a  nit-ointment  does  not 
require  stamping.  (4)  There  are  no  degrees  in  killing,  so 
that  it  is  unnecessary  to  say  the  ointment  "  absolutely  kills." 

30/63.  B.  H.  K. — (1)  The  liquid  is  oil  of  cassia,  but  we 
cannot  undertake  to  value  it.  (2)  The  following  formula  is 
as  near  as  we  can  get  to  the  composition  of  the  Dog  Dis- 
temper-pills : — 

Pulv.  antim.  co  \  ...  gr.  xxxvj. 

Pulv.  ipecac,  co.      ...       ...  ...  gr.  xxxvj. 

Ext.  gentian....       ...       ...  ...  gr.  xl. 

Pulv.  glycyrrh.  q.s.  ad       ...  ...  5iv. 

Ft.  pil.  xij. 

One  to  be  given  every  other  day. 

245/7.  J.  M.  —  (1)  Liquid  Depilatory.  —  Liq.  calcis 
sulphuratse,  made  by  boiling  in  an  earthenware  vessel  16.|  oz. 
slaked  lime  and  25  oz.  sulphur  in  1  gal.  of  water  for  half  an 


hour.  The  filtered  liquid  is  used,  but  the  smell  is  vile. 
(2)  Hair-dyes,  one-solution  : — ■ 


Pyrogallol 
Liq.  potassas 
Aqua  ad 


Brorvn. 


Blacl: 


3ij. 
5ij. 
Biij. 


Argent,  nit.    ...       ...       ...       ...  3iv. 

Cupri  sulph   5j- 

Liq.  ammon.  ...       ...       ...       ...  q.s. 

Aq.  dest.       ...       ...       ...       ...  Jviij. 

Dissolve  the  salts  in  the  water,  and  add  liq.  amnion,  until  the 
precipitate  formed  is  redissolved. 

41/33.  T.  A.  C. — Poultry  -  spice  representing  your 
sample : — 

P.  curcumae   3ij. 

P.  gentian  

P.  lini  3xij- 

Mix  one  or  two  tablespoonfuls  with  the  food  of  ten  fowls. 

40/22.  Ajax. — Ply-gum. — The  sample  you  send  is  the 
real  Japanese  birdlime,  and  not  a  factitious  article.  It  is 
prepared  from  Ilex  integra,  and  contains  about  6  per  cent, 
of  caoutchouc.  A  paper  by  Dr.  Divers  and  Mr.  Kawakita, 
given  before  the  Chemical  Society  in  1888  (C.  $  B.,  Febru- 
ary 25,  1888,  page  241),  explains  the  chemical  composition, 
but  that  will  not  help  you  in  fly-paper  making.  A  cheaper 
article  is  made  by  melting  real  and  factitious  birdlime 
together,  and  that  may  be  what  was  used  in  the  sticky  fly- 
tape  you  sent  recently. 

25/36.  Hemorth. — Ac.  acetic  fort,  is  the  33-per-cent.  acid! 
of  the  Pharmacopoeia.  "Fortior"  is  used  to  distinguish  the 
acid  from  ac.  acetic,  dilutum. 


31/72.  Glucose.- 
for  these  is  : — 


-Saceharin-tablets. — Dieterichs  formula 


Saccharin 

Sodium  bicarbonate... 
Powdered  mannite  ... 


3  parts 
2  parts 
50  parts 


Mix,  and  use  dilute  alcohol  as  the  moistening-agent. 
This  formula  can  be  used  as  the  model  upon  which  you  can 
work  so  as  to  obtain  small  tablets,  each  containing  §  or  J  gr. 
of  saccharin.  Here  saccharin-tablets  are  preferred"  plain — 
i.e.,  soluble  saccharin  granulated  and  compressed.  They 
are  better. 

29/47.  Chemicus.  —  (1)  Alewort  is  probably  alehoof 
(Nepeta  Glcuhoma,  or  ground-ivy),  which  was  formerly  used! 
in  place  of  hops  in  beer-making.  Its  medicinal  uses  are 
various,  the  decoction  being  used  as  a  blood-purifier  and  for 
pectoral  and  nervous  complaints.  Externally,  the  juice  was 
used  to  heal  wounds.  (2)  Train  Oil  is  a  fish  oil,  the 
term  including  oil  from  the  whale,  seal,  shark,  or  cod- 
(3)  Animal  Glycerin  is  a  euphuism  for  neatsfoot  oil. 

37/19.  F.  B.  (Budapest).— (1)  Do  you  require  the  knife- 
cement  for  fixing  knife-handles  !   (2)  Milk  of  Cucumber  :  — 

Pulv.  gum.  acacise    9  v. 

01.  sesami      5yj . 

Aquae  •     •••  3iv. 

Mix  the  oil  and  the  gum  intimately  in  a  mortar,  then  aid  the 
water,  and  stir  diligently  until  the  whole  is  incorporated.  Next, 
add — 

Aq.  rosse    Sviij. 

Transfer  to  a  bottle,  shake,  and  add— 

Aq.  coloniensis    5j- 

Spt.  camphorre    5j- 

Succ.  cucumis    3iv. 

Tr.  benz.  simp   3ss, 

Mix  well. 
(3)  Shampooing-powder  : — 

Pulv.  boracis   5XV1- 

Sodii  carb.  exsicc   Sviij- 

Pulv.  saponis...    %Y}^' 

01.  rosmarini  ...       ...       •••       •••  3ij- 

Misce  bene. 

Put  up  in  i-oz.  packets,  and  for  use  direct  one  to  be  dissolved 
in  a  quart  of  hot  water. 
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27/37.     Vet.—  (1)  Veterinary  Solution  of  Aloes  :— 

Barbados  aloes    1  lb. 

Glycerin    i  lb. 

Potassium  carbonate         ...       ...  2  oz. 

Chloroform   2  drs. 

"Water  to    6  pints 

Melt  the  aloes,  glycerin,  and  carbonate  of  potash  together  in  a 
water-bath,  and  add  part  of  the  water.  Transfer  to  a  jar,  add  the 
rest  of  the  water  and  the  chloroform.  Shake  occasionally  for  a 
few  days,  then  decant,  and  filter  if  needed. 

(2)  Iodide  of  Starch  is  made  by  rubbing  24  grs.  of  iodine 
with  a  little  water,  gradually  adding  1  oz.  of  starch,  and 
drying  by  a  gentle  heat. 

21/5.  Babilon  (Barcelona). — (1)  Pipeclay  is  a  soft  clay 
differing  very  little  from  china-clay  in  chemical  composition. 

(2)  We    do  not  know   "  Tuberine,"  but  are  inquiring. 

(3)  Allen's  test  for  the  Difference  between  Seal  and  Cod- 
liver  Oil  is  to  add  1  or  2  drops  of  strong  sulphuric  acid  to 
20  drops  of  oil.  With  seal  oil  an  orange  spot  with  purple 
streaks  results  and  on  stirring  becomes  bright  red,  turning 
to  mottled  brown.  Cod-liver  oil  under  the  same  tests  yields 
a  dark-red  spot  with  purple  streaks,  and  becomes  purple, 
changing  to  dark  brown  on  stirring.  To  tell  whether  cod- 
liver  oil  is  adulterated  with  seal  oil  is  a  more  difficult 
matter,  bub  is  managed  by  a  study  of  the  constants,  the 
following  being  those  of  pure  cod-liver  oil,  according  to 
Parry  and  Sage  :  Sp.  gr.  0  9227  to  0  9291  ;  saponification 
figure,  1790  to  19  34  per  cent,  of  potassium  hydroxide. 
Iodine-absorption  figure,  153  5  to  1684  per  cent.  Other 
factors  are  :  Free  acids,  41  to  60  per  cent. ;  melting-point  of 
the  fatty  acids,  21-5°  to  25  3  C. ;  iodine-absorption  of  the  fatty 
acids,  164  9  to  170T  per  cent. :  mean  molecular  weight  of  fatty 
acids,  between  287  6  and  292  5. 

48/74.  W.  J.  B. — Particulars  of  naval  dispenserships  can 
be  obtained  from  the  Medical  Department  of  the  Navy, 
Northumberland  Avenue,  W.C. 

47/49.  Bumbie. — Iodoform  Emulsion  is  best  made  by 
tritui-ating  finely  powdered  iodoform  (10)  and  compound 
powder  of  tragacanth  (1)  with  glycerin  (2)  and  distilled 
water  (800  to  1,000).  Lord  Lister  used  a  mixture  of 
iodoform  and  glycerin,  but,  as  you  say,  when  the  iodoform 
settles  to  the  bottom  of  the  bottle  it  is  very  difficult  to 
diffuse. 

47/27.  G.  TP.  B. — There  is  no  carbonate  of  morphine  or 
cocaine.  The  analogy  of  the  alkaloids  to  ammonia  does  not 
hold  in  the  case  of  the  carbonate. 

46/48.  Patent. — You  will  find  in  The  Chemists'  and 
Druggists'  Diary  particulars  of  how  to  take  out  a  patent. 
If  you  employ  a  patent  agent,  such  as  Mr.  Reginald  Barker, 
who  advertises  in  the  C.  $JD.,  it  will  save  you  a  considerable 
amount  of  trouble. 

37/39.  Bespumatis  asks,  "  What  is  1  Spirit  of  St.  John  ?  " 
It  is  probably  intended  for  oil  of  St.  John  (oil  of  St.  John's 
wort  or  oleum  hyperici),  which  is  made  by  infusing  flowers 
of  St.  John's  wort  in  olive  oil,  but  is  generally  represented  by 
ol.  sambuci  vir.  Green  oil  of  chamomile  is  represented  by 
©1.  sambuci  vir.,  flavoured  with  ol.  anthem,  essent.  if  required 
for  a  veterinary  recipe. 

32/41.  J.  T.  B. — We  have  tried  by  adding  more  water  to 
the  cold-cream  to  match  your  sample,  but  without  success. 
Perhaps  if  lanoline  is  used  in  place  of  part  of  the  heavy 
petroleum  oil,  a  product  more  like  your  sample  will  result. 

47/44.  Agricola. — (1)  Sheep-dip. — As  you  do  not  mention 
the  composition  of  the  arsenical  dip  we  can  only  suggest 
that  the  harsh  effect  on  the  skin  is  caused  by  an  excess  of 
alkali.  The  dip  may  contain  too  much  soda  ash,  or,  if  a 
paste,  an  excess  of  soft  soap.  (2)  Lead  salts  are  of  no  use 
as  parasiticides.  (3)  A  small  proportion  of  aniline-dye  would 
tint  the  fleece,  but  would  lessen  the  value  of  the  wool. 

37/6.  J.  H.  F. — Books  on  Milk  and  Water  Analysis  — 
Wanklyn,  J.  A.,  "Milk-analysis,"  5s.  (Triibner) ;  Wanklyn, 
J.  A.,  and  Chapman,  E.  T.,  "  Water-analysis,"  5*.  (Triibner). 
For  the  analysis  of  waxes  reference  should  be  made  to 
Thorpe's  "  Dictionary  of  Applied  Chemistry." 


17/15.  1).  <$•  C. — Fruit-preserving.  —  There  are  a  few 
chapters  on  the  preservation  of  fruit  by  canning  and 
evaporating  in  Brannt's  "  Treatise  on  the  Manufacture  of 
Vinegar"  (Sampson  Low),  25s.,  but  we  are  not  sure  from 
your  postcard  what  it  is  you  require. 

69/53.  M.  E.  Co. — We  must  refer  you  to  "  Pharma- 
ceutical Formulas  "  for  recipes  of  various  kinds  of  sauces, 
some  thirty  formulas  being  given  there. 

36/72.  A.  O. — The  best  book  on  Medical  Electricity  we 
know  of  is  Jones's  "  Medical  Electricity,"  10s.  6d.  (Lewis). 

46/58.  J.  G.  B. — Quain's  Dictionary  (now  published  at  a 
guinea)  is  the  only  book  we  can  recommend  of  moderate 
size  covering  the  same  ground  as  "  Diseases  and  Remedies." 

51/20.  Hibernia. — Liniment  that  can  also  be  taken 
internally,  for  rheumatism,  diarrhoea,  and  chilblains  : — 

Tr.  capsici    Jiiss. 

Spt.  camphor.    ,^ss. 

Liq.  ammon.  ...       ...       ...       ...  §j. 

Lin.  saponis  ...       ...       ...       ...  §j, 

Spt.  vini  rect   ...  §j. 

Dose  internally,  five  to  twenty  drops  in  water. 

42/52.  Parozone. —  Parozone  is  a  hypochlorite  solution 
made  by  the  Parozone  Company,  Glasgow. 

51/9.  W.  J. — Books  on  Venereal  Diseases. — Hayclen's 
"Venereal  Diseases,"  Is.  6i.  (Hirschfield),  Jacobson's 
"  Diseases  of  the  Male  Generative  Organs,"  22/.  (Churchill), 
are  two  modern  books. 

49/11.  -4.  H.  O. — Assay  of  Formalin-solution. — Three 
methods  of  doing  this  were  indicated  in  the  C.  Jy  B.,  January 
28,  1899,  page  176,  but  are  too  long  to  repeat  here. 

51/18.  G.  C— Distinguishable  by  Touch  is  difficult  to 
define.  The  simplest  method  yet  proposed  for  making  an 
ordinary  bottle  distinguishable  by  touch  seems  to  be  to 
stick  or  tie  a  strip  of  glass-paper  on  the  bottle.  In  regard 
to  the  method  you  propose,  we  do  not  understand  how  you 
put  the  twine  on  the  bottle,  but  you  can  judge  whether  the 
bottle  is  distinguishable  by  touch. 

51/16.  W.  G. — Intensifying  Bromide  Prints. — There 
are  several  methods  of  doing  this,  the  two  best  being  the 
mercury  and  the  uranium  processes.  In  the  mercury-process 
the  print  is  bleached  in  solution  of  mercuric  chloride  (one  of 
the  mercury  salt  with  an  equal  quantity  of  ammonium 
chloride  in  a  pint  of  water),  and  then  re-developed  with 
partly  exhausted  ferrous-oxalate  developer.  The  uranium- 
process  involves  the  use  of  the  following  solution  : — 


Potassium  ferricyanide      ...       ...  48  grs. 

Uranium  nitrate      ...       ...       ...  48  grs. 

Acetic  acid     ...       ...       ...       ...  2  oz. 

Distilled  water    20  oz. 


The  hypo-free  print  is  placed  in  this  solution  till  sufficiently 
dense,  and  then  washed  in  water  for  half  an  hour.  The 
wash-water  should  be  slightly  acidulated  with  acetic  acid. 

52/12.  G.  W.  .K— Copying  Architects'  Plans.  —  The 
paper  you  send  is  a  ferro-gallic  paper,  the  following  being 
the  formula  used  by  Colas  : — 

Gelatin   10  grams 

Ferric  chloride  (syrupy)    20  grams 

Ferric  sulphate    10  grams 

Tartaric  acid  10  grams 

Water   300  c.c. 

Development  takes  place  with  solution  of  gallic  acid  (1  in 
320),  and  the  paper  is  afterwards  well  washed. 


Information  Wanted. 

26/11.    Makers  of  hematine,  used  for  ink-manufacture. 

21/5.  What  is  "  tuberine,"  a  starch  product,  or  where  can 
it  be  obtained  ? 

29/47.  What  is  Oliver's  snuff,  or,  if  a  proprietary  article, 
where  can  it  be  had  ? 

32/5.  Where  can  information  be  obtained  about  the  . 
Chilian  plant  Gomortcga  nitida,  or  Quahl '] 
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NOTICE  TO  BUYERS.  The  prices  given  in  this  section  are 
those  obtained  by  importers  or  manufacturers  for  bulk 
quantities  or  original  packages.  To  these  prices  various 
charges  have  to  be  added,  whereby  values  are  in  many 
instances  greatly  augmented  before  wholesale  dealers  stock 
the  goods.  Qualities  of  drugs  and  oils  vary  greatly,  and 
higher  prices  are  commanded  by  selected  qualities  even  in 
bulk  quantities.  It  would  be  unreasonable  for  retail  buyerB 
to  expect  to  get  small  quantities  at  anything  like  the  prices 
here  quoted. 


42  Cannon  Street,  London,  EX.:  August  28. 

AVERY  quiet  tone  prevails  on  the  markets,  and  in  crude 
drugs  there  is  little  doing.  Areca  is  scarce  and  held 
for  higher  prices,  and  for  cascara  sagrada  there  is  more  in- 
quiry, the  outlook  being  also  for  higher  prices.  Serpentary  and 
golden  seal  are  very  firm,  and  senega  is  quiet,  but  none  the 
less  firmly  held.  Chamomiles  are  lower,  but  quality  does 
not  improve.  Menthol  has  had  a  fall,  and  the  market  is 
weak.  New  Spanish  ergot  is  offered  at  higher  prices,  but 
they  are  not  entertained.  Saffron  has  advanced  Zi.,  as  a 
result  of  the  recent  strong  tendency.  In  essential  oils  there 
is  a  slight  easing  off  in  Japanese  and  American  peppermint. 
Star-anise,  on  the  other  hand,  has  advanced,  and  cassia  oil 
maintains  its  firmer  tendency.  Prices  at  the  quarterly 
cinnamon  sales  were  irregular,  fine  being  dearer.  Isinglass 
was  in  large  supply  at  auction,  values  for  the  most  part 
being  easier.  Vanilla  sold  well  at  auction  at  steady  rates. 
The  quinine-market  has  been  unsettled,  owing  to  the  heavy 
quantity  of  bark  to  be  offered  at  Amsterdam  to-day.  A 
reduction  in  makers'  price  is  looked  for.  In  heavy  chemicals 
bleaching-powder  is  likely  to  be  cheaper  for  forward  delivery, 
as  the  agreement  between  manufacturers  is  now  at  an  end. 
Sulphate  of  ammonia  is  firmer,  and  tending  higher.  The 
following  are  the  principal  fluctuations  of  the  week : — 


Higher 

Firmer 

Easier 

Lower 

Areca 

Ammonia 

Isinglass 

Chamomiles 

Canary-seed 

sulphate 

Oil,  pepper- 

Cinchona 

Cinnamon 

Serpentary 

mint  (Jap.) 

Cinnamon 

(fine) 

and  HGH 

(firsts  and 

Oil,  anise,  star 

Quinine 

seconds) 

Pepper,  white 

(second- 

Menthol 

and  black 

hands) 

Saffron 

Wax,  Japanese] 

Arrivals. 

The  following  drugs,  chemicals,  &c.,have  arrived  at  the  principal 
ports  of  the  United  Kingdom  from  August  20  to  27,  inclusive  : — 
Acetate  of  lime  (@  New  York)  2,422,  (@  Gothenburg)  600  ;  acetate 
of  soda  (@  Antwerp),  40 ;  acetone  (@  Kotterdam)  50,  (@  Hamburg) 
10;  acid,  acetic,  42  cbys.  8  cks.,  (@  Kotterdam)  34  bins.,  (@ 
Antwerp)  15  cks.  30  cbys. ;  acid,  carbolic  (@  Cologne)  50  cs.,  (@ 
Hamburg)  22 ;  acid,  oxalic  (@  Rotterdam),  80 ;  acid,  pyrogallic 
(@  Hamburg),  20 ;  acid,  tartaric  (@  Rotterdam)  46,  (@  Hamburg) 
20,  (@  Antwerp)  8 ;  aloes  (@  Hamburg),  68  cs. ;  alum  (@  Amster- 
dam), 10  cks. ;  alumina  sulphate  100,  (@  Terneuzen)  86,  (@ 
Ghent)  50 ;  ammonia  sulphate  (@  Antwerp),  300 ;  argol  (@ 
Oporto),  26  cks. ;  arsenic  (@  Antwerp),  56 ;  "  balsams  "  (@  Para), 
7  brls. ;  benzoin  (@  Singapore),  90 ;  bleaching-powder  (@  Ham- 
burg), 40;  borax  (@  W.C.S.A.),  1,056;  bromine  (@  Hamburg), 
167;  canary-seed  (@  Morocco),  253;  carbide  of  calcium  (@ 
Gothenburg),  10;  cardamoms,  95;  caraway-seed  (@  Amsterdam) 
100  bgs.,  (@  Rotterdam)  160 ;  castor  oil  (@  Calcutta)  60  in  tr., 
(@  Antwerp)  128 ;  chillies  (@  Bombay),  40 ;  chloride  of  lime  (@ 
Treport),  16;  cinchona  (@  W.C.S.  Amer.)  339  pkgs.,  (@  Madras) 
58;  citronella  oil  (@  Colombo),  25;  cochineal  (@  Teneriffe),  21; 
cocoa-butter  (@  Hamburg),  12 ;  cod-liver  oil  (@  Norway)  20,  (@ 
Rotterdam)  51,  (@  Aalesund)  143;  coriander-seed  ('S>  Morocco), 
460;  cream  of  tartar  (@  Spain)  104,  (@  Rotterdam)  8,  (@  Bor- 
deaux) 100;  cumin-seed  (@  Lisbon),  15;  drugs  (@  New  York) 


33  pkgs.  12  lbs.,  (@  Antwerp)  27,  (@  Ghent)  10  bis.,  (@  Trieste) 
194  pkgs.,  (@  Fiume)  84,  (@  Hamburg)  13  bis.,  (@  Rotterdam) 
15  bgs.  6  pkgs.,  (@  Leghorn)  200  bis.,  (@  St.  Nazairo)  5,  ((© 
Boulogne)  5  bis.;  essential  oils  (@  New  York)  118  cs.,  (@  Mar- 
seilles) 28,  (@  Ostend)  9,  (@  Messina)  26;  farina  (@  Ghentl  240, 
(@  Hamburg)  227,  (@  Harlingen)  50,  (@  Stettin)  377,  (@  Rotter- 
dam) 893;  formaldehyde  (@  Amsterdam1,  150;  gamboge  (@ 
Singapore),  10;  ginger  (@  Calcutta),  400;  glycerin,  crude  (@  New 
Zealand)  178  drms.,  (@  Havre)  14 ;  gentian  (@  Bordeaux),  17; 
glycerin  (@  Hamburg),  5;  guinea- grains  (@  W.C.  Africa1,  15; 
gum,  unenumerated  (@  W.C.  Africa)  115  brls.  53  pkgs.,  ((S> 
Amsterdam)  137,  (@  Bushire)  4  bgs.  54  cs.,  (@  Suez)  140,  (@ 
Antwerp)  24  cs.,  (@  Manila)  245,  (@  Alexandria)  94,  (@  LisboD) 
55 ;  gum  tragacanth  (@  Bushire),  74  cs.  ;  Haarlem  oil  (@ 
Amsterdam),  12;  honey  (@  Talcahuano)  708  brls.,  (@  Dieppe) 
199  pkgs.,  (@  New  Zealand)  17,  (©Jamaica)  47;  insect-powder 
(@  Ostend),  100;  ipecacuanha  (@  Monte  Video),  42;  kola  (@ 
W.C.  Africa)  18,  (@  W.I.)  4 ;  lime-juice  (W.I.),  34  pns. ;  liquorice- 
root  (@  Persia),  430  in  tr. ;  musk  (@  Colombo),  2  bxs. ;  naphthalin 
(@  Hamburg)  56,  (@  Antwerp)  12;  olive  oil  (@  Boulogne)  3,  (@ 
Malaga)  12,  (@  Marseilles)  38  pkgs.,  (@  Trieste)  50  brls.,  (@  Ban) 
145  cs.,  (@  Catania)  70  brls.,  (@  Palermo)  30  cks. ;  opium  (@ 
Bushire)  68,  (@  Smyrna)  11 ;  peppermint  oil  (@  Hamburg),  20  cs.  ; 
peroxide  of  sodium  (@  Dieppe),  50 ;  phosphorus  (@  Montreal), 
207  cs.;  poppy-heads  (@  Antwerp),  4;  pot.  bicarb.  ((©Rotterdam), 
10;  pot.  carb.  (@  Hamburg),  12;  pot.  caustic  (@  Rotterdam) 
44  drms.,  25  cks.  (@  Amsterdam)  20  drms.,  (@  Calais)  8, 
(@  Gothenburg)  17,  (@  Antwerp)  7 ;  pot.  chlor.  (@  Gothen- 
burg1, 42;  pot.  ehromate  (@  Amsterdam),  14;  pot.  muriate 
(@  Hamburg),  200;  pot.  pruss.  (@  Hamburg),  28;  rape- 
seed  (@  Harlingen),  488;  rennet  (@  Rotterdam1,  30;  "roots" 
((©Rotterdam),  179;  saffron,  2  cs. ;  sal  ammoniac  (@  Antwerp), 
24;  seedlac  (@  Madras),  100;  senna  (Tinn.)  237,  (@  Suez)  8, 
((©Alexandria)  30;  shellac  40,  button  lac  745;  soda  bicarbonate 
(@  New  York),  550  ;  soda  crystals  (@  Antwerp),  11 ;  soda  chlorate 
(@  Gothenburg),  12 ;  soda  sulphate  (@  Hamburg),  40;  spermaceti 
(@  Chili),  26;  sugar  of  lead  (@  Stettin)  14,  (-©  Rotterdam)  6; 
sulphuric  ether  (@  Hamburg),  5;  tamarinds  (E.I.),  4;  tartar  (@ 
Rotterdam)  60,  (@  Naples)  3,  (@  Amsterdam)  61 ;  tartar  emetic 
(@  Hamburg),  10 ;  tonka-beans  (®  Para),  11  cs. ;  turmeric  (@ 
Bombay),  596;  turpentine  (@  Riga),  64  ;  vanilla  (@  Colombo),  1 ; 
wax,  bees'  (@  Spain)  21,  (@  Talcahuano)  55  bgs.,  (@  Natal)  4,  (@ 
Leghorn)  18,  (@  Hamburg)  21,  (@  W.C.  Africa)  34;  wax,  ceresin 
(@  Hamburg),  100 ;  wax,  Japanese  (@  Kobe),  100  cs. ;  wood  oil 
(@  China),  278 ;  wood  spirit  (@  Philadelphia)  68,  (@  New  York) 
120;  zinc  oxide  (@  Rotterdam)  8,  (®  Amsterdam)  40,  (@  New 
York)  200;  zinc  sulphate  (®  Hamburg),  40. 

Heavy  Chemicals. 

Generally  speaking  there  is  little  change  as  regards  business  in 
the  heavy- chemical  market.  There  is  a  fair  amount  being 
transacted  both  on  home  and  export  account,  although  the  latter 
is  still  somewhat  disappointing.  Some  business  has  already  been 
done  on  next  year's  account,  and  inquiries  in  this  department  are 
more  numerous.  The  principal  feature  of  interest  at  the  moment 
is,  of  course,  the  forward  position  of  bleaching-powder.  The 
arrangement  which  has  been  in  force  for  some  years  now  between 
manufacturers  has  come  to  an  end,  or,  more  strictly  speaking,  will 
do  so  at  the  end  of  the  year,  and  although  there  is  no  change  in 
quotations  for  delivery  up  to  the  end  of  this  year,  prices  afterwards 
are  likely  to  be  lower,  seeing  that  the  make  in  the  future  will  not 
be  restricted,  but  free  competition  will  exist.  Another  feature  of 
note  is  a  further  firmer  tendency  on  the  part  of  sulphate  of  ammonia, 
and  prices  seem  likely  to  be  higher  again. 

Alkali-produce. — Caustic  soda  is  moving  off  well  at  unchanged 
rates ;  76  to  77  per  cent.,  10?.  10s.  to  10?.  15s.  per  ton ;  70  per  cent., 
9?.  15s.  to  10?.  per  ton ;  60  per  cent.,  8?.  15s.  to  9?.  per  ton. 
Bleaching-powder,  delivery  this  year,  softwood  casks,  free  on  rails, 
6?.  7s.  6r7.  to  6?.  12s.  6(7.  per  ton.,  and  hardwoods,  f.o.b.  Tyne  or 
Liverpool  for  export,  6?.  10s.  to  7?.  per  ton.  Ammonia  alkali  firm 
and  in  good  demand  at  4?.  10s.  to  4?.  15s.  per  ton,  free  on  rails  in 
bags.  Bicarbonate  of  soda  steady,  6?.  7s.  6(7.  to  6?.  15s.  per  ton,, 
f.o.b.  Liverpool,  in  large  casks,  and  6?.  15s.  to  7?.  2s.  6r7.  per  ton  in 
1-cwt.  kegs.  Soda  crystals  somewhat  quieter,  but  steady,  at 
62s.  6(7.  per  ton,  f.o.b.  Tyne,  and  67s.  6<7.  per  ton  f.o.b.  Liverpool. 
Saltcake  very  quiet,  at  21s.  to  22s.  per  ton  in  bulk  free  on  rails. 
Chlorates  of  potash  and  soda  quiet ;  potash,  2Jrf.  to  3;?.  per  lb.,  and 
soda  3(7.  to  3g(7.  per  lb.  Yellow  prussiate  of  potash  dull  and  with- 
out any  improvement,  at  5\d.  to  5f  (7.  per  lb.  for  best  Lancashire 
makes.  Sulphate  of  soda  (Glauber's  salts)  continues  to  move  well 
at  unchanged  figures  of  27s.  6(7.  to  32s.  6(7.  per  ton,  free  on  rails,  in 
bags.  Hyposulphite  of  soda  in  steady  request,  and  prices  are 
firmer  than  they  have  been  for  some  time  ;  6  to  8  cwt.  casks,  5?.  5s. 
to  5?.  15s.  per  ton,  free  on  board  or  free  on  rails ;  1-cwt.  kegs,  6?.  to 
7s.  10s.  per  ton,  according  to  quality  and  quantity.  Silicates  of 
soda  in  brisk  request  and  without  change ;  140°  Tw.,  4?.  2s.  6(?.  to 
4?.  12s.  6(7.  per  ton  ;  100°  Tw.,  3?.  12s.  6(7.  to  47.  2s.  6(7.  per  ton;  and 
75°  Tw.,  37.  5s.  to  37.  15s.  per  ton,  free  on  board  Tyne  or  Liverpool, 
in  ordinary  casks,  and  in  accordance  with  quantity  and  market. 
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Liverpool  Drug=  market. 

Liverpool,  August  27. 

Castor  Oil. — Dulness  characterises  the  market  for  the  time 
being.  2§d.  per  lb.  is  quoted  for  good  seconds  Calcutta,  and  the 
same  price  for  first-pressure  French,  though  in  quantity  these 
figures  might  be  shaded  slightly  ;  2§d.  to  2ji(7.  per  lb.  is  quoted 
for  second-pressure  French. 

African  Ginger. — Slightly  easier,  and  holders  are  prepared  to 
shade  the  quotation  of  45s.  per  cwt.  ruling  last  week. 

Irish  Moss. — The  new  crop  continues  to  arrive  and  the  value 
is  maintained  at  from  77.  to  77.  10s.  per  ton,  according  to  quality. 

Arsenic  continues  to  remain  in  an  easy  position,  at  127.  to 
12?.  5s.  per  ton,  according  to  quality. 

Acacia  Sorts. — Sales  are  reported  of  fair-sized  parcels  at  31s. 
to  32s.  per  cwt.    The  article  may  be  considered  very  firmly  held. 

Quillaia-bark  is  improving  in  position,  and  137.  10s.  per  ton  is 
now  asked  for  the  best  quality  offering. 

Beeswax. — Notwithstanding  arrivals,  Peruvian  and  Chilian 
holders  are  still  asking  full  prices  for  their  stocks,  and  values 
range  from  77.  10s.  to  87.  2s.  6f7.  per  cwt. 

Canary-seed. — Sales  of  fine  clean  bright  Morocco  are  reported 
at  45s.  per  qr.,  and  now  47s.  6r7.  is  asked. 

Honey.— Further  sales  of  Pile  2  Chilian  are  recorded  at 
15s.  9(7.  to  16s.  per  cwt.,  and  from  the  quay  a  large  parcel  of  about 
700  kegs  has  been  sold  at  prices  ranging  from  15s.  9(7.  to  16s. 

Grains  of  Paradise. — Thirty-one  bags  were  offered  at  auction. 
A  bid  of  45s.  per  cwt.  was  made  for  part,  but  no  business  resulted. 
Holder's  idea  is  50s.  per  cwt. 

Sulphate  of  Copper. — Steady,  at  187.  per  ton. 

German  Drug- market. 

Hamburg,  August  26. 
Our  drug-market  shows  only  a  few  changes  since  last  week. 
Agar-agar. — For  prime  stripes  300m.  per  100  kilos,  has  been  paid. 
Balsam  Peru  is  quiet  at  lO.jm.  per  kilo. 

Camphor  (Refined)  is  quiet  and  shows  very  little  business  ; 
second-hand  offers  at  410m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cantharides  is  firm  at  525m.  per  100  kilos. 

Coriander-seed  is  tending  firmer,  as  the  cheap  parcels  have 
been  disposed  of;  to-day's  quotation  is  16m.  to  17m.  per  100  kilos. 

Cumin-seed  is  a  shade  steadier,  46m.  to  48m.  per  100  kilos,  is 
asked  for  Maltese,  and  36m.  to  38m.  for  Mogador  seed. 

Caraway-seed  is  firm  ;  new  crop  is  quoted  44m.  per  100  kilos. 

Ergot  is  flat ;  Spanish  on  the  spot  is  quoted  300m.,  and 
Russian  for  forward  delivery  280m.,  per  100  kilos. 

Myrrh. — A  new  lot  of  1  to  1A  tons  is  expected,  for  which  145m. 
per  100  kilos,  is  wanted. 

Spirit  of  Turpentine. — Spot  delivery  is  firm  and  scarce  at 
68£m.  per  100  kilos. 

Japanese  Wax  is  unchanged  at  105m.  per  100  kilos. 

Senega  is  very  firm  ;  590m.  has  been  paid  for  short  delivery. 

Oils  (Fixed). — Castor  is  quiet,  with  first-pressing  in  barrels 
quoted  50m.  per  100  kilos,  on  the  spot.  Linseed  is  advancing. 
Cod-liver  is  firm,  but  not  much  doing,  non-congealing  oil  being 
quoted  115m.  per  barrel. 

Oils  (Essential). — Peppermint  (HGH)  is  firm  at  10m.  per  lb. 
Japanese  at  10m.  per  kilo.    Star-anise  is  firm  at  9.70m.  per  kilo. 

Japanese  Drug  and  Chemical  Market 

Yokohama,  July  29. 

The  drug-trade  is  now  in  a  more  satisfactory  condition,  both  the 
import  and  export  business  being  fairly  well  sustained.  The  bulk 
of  the  transactions  are  for  actual  consumption,  speculative  busi- 
ness being  absent.  Prices  all  round  are  steady  to  firm,  with  a  few 
exceptions. 

In  export  articles,  the  menthol-market  is  bare  of  stock,  holders 
quoting  8.60  yen  per  catty.  Peppermint  oil  has  advanced  con- 
siderably, 2.65  yen  to  2.70  yen  per  catty  being  quoted,  but  without 
important  business.  Crude  camphor  is  firmer  at  70  yen  per  picul, 
and  refined  has  also  advanced;  the  present  prices  are  for  1-oz. 
tablets,  90  sen ;  J-oz.,  92  sen ;  5-oz.,  93  sen  per  lb.  in  wholesale 
quantities.  Birdlime  is  firmer  than  it  was,  some  200  piculs 
changing  hands  at  29  yen  per  picul,  and  the  present  available 
stock  is  said  to  be  only  150  piculs.  Dry  ginger  is  very  firmly 
held ;  the  present  quotations  are  for  firsts  16  yen,  and  seconds 
14  yen  per  picul.  Nearly  20,000  piculs  has  been  exported  since 
the  new  crop  appeared  last  fall ;  India,  U.K.,  and  U.S.A.  have 
taken  the  lion's  share.  It  is  now  said  that  the  next  crop  may 
reach  40,000  piculs,  as  farmers  realised  better  prices  than  antici- 
pated. This  is  due  to  the  greatly  increased  demand  abroad. 
The  present  stock  in  Yokohama  is  said  to  be  some  500  piculs,  and 
1,500  piculs  in  the  interior.  Galls  are  firm  at  25  yen  per  picul. 
Bleaching-powder  is  now  being  exported  on  a  large  scale  to 
Chinese  ports,  as  well  as  to  the  Philippines,  and  price  quoted  is 
5.50  yen  per  100-lb.  case.  Aniseed  is  quoted  at  13  yen  per  picul, 
with  less  demand.  Iodine  is  lower,  owing  to  plenty  of  stock  and  a 
good  crop  this  year,  crude  being  quoted  at  3.20  yen  to  3.25  yen 


per  lb.  It  is  said  that  the  whole  production  this  year  may  touch 
100,000  lbs.,  and  the  tendency  is  towards  an  increased  production 
yearly.  Some  10,000  lbs.  of  crude  iodine  has  been  exported  since 
January  last.  The  export  of  iodide  of  potassium  and  iodoform  is 
also  increasing ;  the  present  prices  are  for  the  former  3.20  yen 
per  lb.,  and  for  the  latter  5.45  yen  per  lb.  in  round  lots. 

In  import  goods  carbolic  acid  is  selling  well ;  the  stock  is  esti- 
mated at  about  1,000  cwt.  Prices  range  from  33  sen  to  35  sen 
per  lb.  for  snow-white  crystals  in  drums.  Tartaric  acid  is  weak 
at  53  sen  per  lb.,  owing  to  lack  of  demand.  Condurango  is  held  at 
28  sen  per  lb.  without  important  business.  Ergot  is  weak  at 
93  sen  per  lb.,  owing  to  absence  of  demand  ;  this  is  chiefly  due  to 
heavy  purchases  made  by  wholesale  druggists  some  time  ago. 
Cocaine  is  cheap,  owing  to  lower  advices  from  Europe  and  to 
larger  arrivals.  Holders  are  anxious  to  sell.  Market  price  ranges 
from  7.90  yen  to  8  yen  per  oz.,  at  which  figure  some  lots  have 
changed  hands.  Bismuth  subnitrate  is  selling  well  now,  it  being 
the  height  of  the  consuming  season ;  2.63  yen  to  2.65  yen  per  lb.  is 
wanted  for  round  lots.  Ipecacuanha  is  lower  ;  best  Rio  root  can 
be  had  at  5.90  yen  per  lb.  Sulphonal  is  held  at  2.55  yen  per  lb., 
without  important  business.  Santonin  is  firm  at  9.30  yen  per  lb. 
Sugar  of  milk  is  weak  at  23  yen  per  cwt.  Saffron  (P.J.  quality) 
can  be  bought  at  16.80  yen  per  catty.  Thymol  is  quoted  4  yen 
per  lb.  Quinine  is  weak,  business  having  been  done  at  50  sen 
per  oz.  for  Java  sulphate  and  80  sen  for  muriate.  There  is  a 
fairly  good  stock  now,  and  demand  is  not  brisk,  so  that  holders 
are  anxious  to  sell.  Quicksilver  is  weak  at  160  yen  per  picul.  Oil 
of  cloves  from  the  bud  is  quoted  at  1.69  yen  per  lb.  and  from 
"stems  "  1.40  yen  per  lb. 


Aconite. — For  German  Napellus  35  s.  per  cwt.  is  quoted, 
and  business  is  reported  at  this  price. 

Areca. — Is  very  scarce,  the  principal  holder  asking  22  s.  61. 
per  cwt. 

Arrowroot. — At  auction  on  Wednesday  good  to  fine  St. 
Vincents  was  bought  in  at  2\d.  to  2\d.  per  lb.,  and  Bermuda 
at  Is.  61.  per  lb. 

Balsam  Peru. — Holders  on  the  spot  continue  to  ask  6  ?. 
to  6.;.  6cl.  per  lb.,  but  on  the  Continent  it  is  possible  to  buy 
good  thick  at  5s.  6i. 

Balsam  Tolu. — Sales  of  good  quality  in  large  tins  have 
been  made  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb. 

Camphor.— Crude  remains  firm,  but  quiet,  the  monopoly 
quotations  being  unchanged  at  147s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.,  for 
Ihrmosan,  and  165.5.,  c.i.f.,  for  pressed.  There  are  sellers  of 
Japanese  crude  at  152s.  6d.,  c.i.f.,  but  no  buyers  at  this  figure 

Canary-seed. — Owing  to  the  continued  absence  of  offers 
from  Turkey  at  anything  near  the  prices  ruling  here,  the 
market  has  advanced  2s.  to  3s.  a  quarter,  the  value  of  Turkish 
on  the  spot  being  now  42s.  to  43s.  per  quarter. 

Cantharides. — Russian  flies  of  the  new  crop  are  quoted 
at  2s.  4^.  to  2s.  5d.  per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Cascara  Sagrada. — There  is  a  fair  inquiry  here  and  most 
holders  are  firm  at  25s.  to  26s.  per  cwt.,  net,  for  two-year-old 
bark.  The  cheap  parcels  recently  offering  have  now  been 
cleared.  Reports  from  New  York  continue  to  indicate  a  scarcity 
on  the  West  Coast  and  the  opinion  is  that  higher  prices  are 
probable. 

Chamomiles  are  lower  and  more  plentiful  owing  to 
arrivals.  Quality,  however,  seems  to  have  depreciated  and 
fine  white  flowers  are  practically  unobtainable.  Fair  Belgian 
flowers  with  a  few  brownish  are  quoted  50s.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Cinnamon. — The  usual  quarterly  sales  were  held  last 
Monday,  when  870  bales  were  offered.  About  two-thirds  of 
this  quantity  sold ;  fine  qualities  at  steady  prices,  occa- 
sionally Id.  per  lb.  dearer;  good,  at  21.  per  lb.  lower  for 
firsts  and  seconds,  but  steady  for  thirds  and  fourths ;  and 
ordinary  at  about  previous  rates.  The  prices  realised  were 
as  follows : — 

I.  II.  III.  IV. 

Per  Lb.       Per  Lb.       Per  Lb.       Per  Lb. 
Superior  ...  1/4  to  1/8  1/2  to  1/7    1/1  to  1/5   -/9  to  -/11J 

Good  unworked...  -/II  to  1/-  -/9J  to  -/10  -/9  to  -/9£  -/8 
Ordinary  ditto  ...       -/10  -/9        -/8  to  -/8J  -/7£ 

Of  600  bags  chips  only  about  100  sold  at  lower  prices, 
ordinary  at  2\d.  and  good  at  2\d.  per  lb.  At  auction  on 
Wednesday  some  Tellicherry  broken  cinnamon  was  bought 
in  at  Id.  per  lb. 

Copper  Sulphate. — The  imports  of  sulphate  of  copper 
into  the  port  of  Bone,  Algeria,  amounted  to  190  tons,  of 
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which  133  tons  wera  shipped  from  the  United  Kingdom. 
Messrs.  Billard  and  Cuzin,  of  Bone,  are  largely  interested 
in  this  product. 

Ergot. — We  are  informed  that  the  sale  of  the  10  bags  of 
Russian  ergot  in  auction  last  week  at  Is.  Id.  per  lb.  "  subject,-' 
was  not  afterwards  confirmed,  the  lowest  price  being  Is.  3d. 
for  this  parcel,  which  was  of  inferior  quality.  The  drug  is 
very  quiet,  buyers  hoping  for  lower  prices  as  the  crop  comes 
in. 

Fennel-seed  is  quoted  at  17s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  spot. 

Galls. — Japanese  are  quoted  52s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f.  New 
crop  Chinese  are  offered  at  58s.  9d.  for  plum  shaped,  and 
54s.,  c.i.f.,  for  ordinary. 

Gentian. — Keeps  firm  at  from  17s.  6:1.  to  18s.  per  cwt.' 
c.i.f. ;  on  the  spot  19s.  to  20s.  is  quoted,  according  to  quantity. 

Golden  Seal. — Very  firm  at  from  2s.  3\cl.  to  2s.  i\d.  per  lb., 
net. 

Gum  Arabic. — Ordinary  reddish  olibanum-scented  Bombay 
gum  has  been  sold  in  a  small  way  at  25s.  6d.  per  cwt.,  and 
fair  sifted  brown  Amrad  at  20s.  Pale  selected  so-called 
insoluble  Persian  is  quoted  20s.,  reddish  and  pale  16s.  to 
16s.  6d.,  fair  to  fine  sorts  12s.  6:1.  to  15s.,  and  blocky  8s.  61. 
to  10s.  6d. 

Gum  Tragacanth. — Very  quiet.  Druggists'  firsts  are 
obtainable  at  from  151.  to  16/.,  and  seconds  14Z.  to  14Z.  15s. 
per  cwt. 

Honey. — English  of  good  quality  is  offered  from  different 
parts  of  the  country  at  from  h\d.  to  6d.  per  lb.  Several 
consignments  of  French  honey  from  Dieppe,  amounting  to 
about  200  packages,  have  been  received  this  week. 

The  exports  from  Chili  during  1901  amounted  to  2,614  tons, 
against  2,530  tons  in  1900. 

Iodine. — The  exports  of  iodine  from  Chili  during  1931 
amounted  to  284  tons,  valued  at  3  559,075/.,  against  318  tons, 
valued  at  4,043,172/.,  in  1900. 

Isinglass. — Larger  supplies  than  usual  were  offered  at 
auction — viz.,  970  packages,  of  which  about  two-thirds  sold 
at  easier  rates,  except  for  purse,  which  was  dearer. 

Juniper  Berries. — New  crop  is  quoted  lis.  per  cwt.,  c.i.f. 

Menthol  is  about  2s.  lower  on  the  spot,  and  it  would  now 
be  possible  to  buy  Kobayashi  crystals  at  15s.  to  15s.  6d.  per 
lb.,  but  there  is  no  demand,  and  prices  are  expected  to 
recede  still  further.    Nippon  brand  is  quoted  14s.  6d. 

Morphine  is  firm  at  3s.  8d.  to  3s.  9d.  per  oz.,  according  to 
make. 

Nux  Vomica. — A  report  from  Calcutta,  dated  August  7, 
states  there  is  little  doing,  quotations  being  unchanged  at 
Rs.  28  per  B.  maund ;  stock  is  about  50  tons. 

Oil,  Anise,  Star. — For  best  brands  4s.  5d.  per  lb.,  spot, 
is  now  asked,  but  4s.  4d.  will  readily  buy.  For  arrival, 
4s.  3d.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 

Oil,  Cassia,  maintains  its  recent  improvement.  For  80- 
per-cent.  to  85-per-cent.  c.a.  2s.  3d.  per  lb.  is  now  asked  on 
the  spot;  75-per-cent.  to  80-per-cent.  is  quoted  2s.  Hd.,  and 
70-per-cent.  to  75-per-cent.  2s.  2d. 

Oil,  Castor— Calcutta  seconds  quiet  at  2\d.  to  2\d.  per 
lb.,  spot.  An  advice  from  Calcutta,  dated  August  7,  states 
that  the  export  demand  during  the  preceding  fortnight  has 
continued  dull,  and  although  production  has  been  curtailed 
by  rainy  weather,  prices  have  been  declining. 

Oil,  Cod-liver.— Under  date  of  August  23  our  Bergen 
correspondent  reports  that  a  slight  demand  has  sprung  up 
for  unrefined  cod-liver  oil.  The  quotation  for  best  non- 
congealing  oil  is  unaltered  at  135s.  per  barrel,  f.o.b.  Bergen. 
The  exports  from  Bergen  to  date  amount  to  5,666  £  barrels, 
against  7,116  barrels  at  the  same  time  last  year.  There  is 
more  inquiry  on  the  London  market  this  week,  but  present 
high  prices  restrict  business  to  a  hand-to-mouth-character. 
Prices  may  be  shaded  in  some  directions,  135s.  per  barrel, 
c.i.f.,  being  quoted  for  a  good  brand,  while  others  continue 
to  ask  140s.  to  145s.,  c.i.f. 

Oil,  Peppermint.— There  is  an  easier  feeling  in  Japanese 
dementholised  oil,  with  ready  sellers  at  4s.  3d.,  spot,  and 
possibly  a  shade  under.  American  HGH  is  quiet,  and  a 
shade  easier  in  some  quarters,  it  being  offered  at  from 


10s.  4|(Z.  to  10s.  6d.  ex-wharf,  the  lower  figure  being  for 
5-case  lots.  Good  Wayne  County  oil  is  quoted  9s.  to  9s.  3d., 
and  business  is  reported  at  9s.  \\d. 

Oils,  Fixed. — Linseed,  steady  at  30s.  per  cwt.,  spot,  in 
barrels.  Rape,  firm  at  26s.  9d.  for  refined.  Cotton,  steady 
at  from  26s.  9d.  to  27s.  9d.  for  refined.  Lagos  palm  is  un- 
changed at  27s.  Cochin  cocoanut  is  37s.,  and  Ceylon  ditto 
32s.  per  cwt.,  spot.  Petroleum,  steady  at  from  6§<Z.  to  6\d. 
per  gal.  for  water-white  American,  and  5fed.  to  5%d.  for 
Russian.    Turpentine  closes  at  33s.  Qkd.,  spot,  for  American. 

Opium. — There  is  practically  no  business  to  report  this 
week,  and  prices  are  unchanged. 

Smybna,  August  16. — It  is  with  difficulty  that  sales  have  been 
effected  this  week,  owing  to  holders  being  unwilling  to  sell  at  last 
week's  prices.  Consequently  only  39  cases  have  changed  hands, 
as  follows  : — Eighteen  cases  new  current  talequale,  at  the  equiva- 
lent of  6s.  10d.,  11  cases  new  Karahissar  at  7s.  Id.  to  7s.  3<7., 
4  cases  new  Bogaditz  at  8s.,  and  6  cases  new  Yerli  at  7s.  6«7.  per  lb., 
c.i.f.  The  market  closes  firm  with  buyers.  The  arrivals  in 
Smyrna  amount  to  2,843  cases,  against  1,639  cases  at  the  same 
time  last  year. 

Constantinople,  August  23. — The  excitement  of  the  past  fort- 
night is  over,  and  values  are  gradually  settling  down  again  to  a 
more  reasonable  level.  All  large  buyers  have  completely  with- 
drawn, and  we  do  not  anticipate  their  recommencing  purchases 
until  prices  approach  somewhat  closer  to  the  level  of  fifteen  to 
twenty  days  ago.  Salonica  is  likewise  receding,  and  whereas 
over  8s.  was  asked  a  few  days  back  there  are  sellers  to-day  at 
7s.  8<7.  to  7s.  Wd.  The  week's  sales  amount  to  34  cases  druggists', 
at  from  6s.  4<r7.  to  7s.  per  lb.,  f.o.b. 

Otto  op  Rose. — It  is  said  that  the  price  for  the  leading 
brands  of  the  new  crop  has  been  fixed  at  21s.  per  T.  oz.,  with 
the  probability  that  prices  will  go  higher.  Growers  are  still 
holding  their  otto  back,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  better  prices 
for  it  as  the  season  advances. 

Poppyheads. — Belgian  of  the  new  crop  are  being  offered 
at  22s.  -per  1,000,  c.i.f.,  for  extra  fine  large  heads,  but  small 
ditto  are  obtainable  at  from  15s.  (weighing  22  lbs.)  to  16s.  6:1. 
(weighing  26  lbs.). 

Quillaia-bark.— The  exports  from  Chili  during  1901 
amounted  to  1,533  tons  (184,020/.),  against  1,470  tons 
(176,302'.)  in  1900. 

Quinine. — The  bark  sale  at  Amsterdam  (which  contains 
the  equivalent  of  about  40  tons  of  quinine)  has  overshadowed 
the  quinine  market  this  week,  and  there  has  been  an 
unsettled  feeling,  the  desire  being  to  wait  events.  Should 
there  be  a  reduction  in  the  unit,  as  is  confidently  anticipated, 
a  decline  of  probably  2d.  per  oz.  in  makers'  price  is  looked 
for  immediately.  The  second-hand  market  closed  steady  last 
week  at  10^.  per  oz.,  but  small  sales  have  been  made  this 
week  at  9%d.,  which  figure  has  also  been  paid  for  December 
delivery. 

Rhatany. — There  is  a  little  inquiry,  but  nothing  is  obtain- 
able.   The  nominal  quotation  is  3\d.  to  3%d.  per  lb. 

Saffron. — An  advance  of  2s.  per  lb.  is  reported  from 
Spain,  26s.  6:1.  per  lb.,  net,  being  now  quoted  for  Valencia  of 
B.P.  quality-.— 

The  exports  from  Barcelona  last  year  fell  to  448  lbs.,  valued  at 
736/.,  against  22,400  lbs.,  valued  at  41,436/.,  in  1900. 

Senega. — Although  there  is  no  actual  business,  there  is 
some  inquiry,  but  nothing  is  obtainable  below  last  week's 
prices — viz.,  2s.  9d.  to  2s.  lOrZ.  per  lb.,  net,  spot,  for  a  bale  or 
two.    Forward  delivery  is  quoted  2s.  9d.,  c.i.f. 

Serpentary  is  very  firm  at  from  Is.  l\d.  to  Is.  3d. 
per  lb.,  c.i.f. 

Shellac. — The  week  closed  with  higher  prices  from 
Calcutta,  TN  Orange  being  quoted  52r.,  since  when  it  has 
remained  unchanged.  There  has  been  a  steady  spot-trade, 
fair  TN  selling  on  a  basis  of  103s.  to  104s.  per  cwt.  Futures 
have  been  quiet  and  steady  for  the  most  part,  the  business 
since  our  last  report  including,  September  delivery  at 
103s.  6d.  to  105  s.,  October  104s.  6i.,  and  November  103s.  6:1. 
to  104s.  6d.  per  cwt.  At  auction  on  Tuesday,  the  small 
supply  of  350  cases  were  offered,  of  which  only  65  cases  were 
sold  at  steady  rates.  Of  210  cases  Second  Orange,  50  cases 
sold  at  106s.  for  bright  red,  part  blocky. 

A  report  from  Calcutta,  dated  August  7,  states  that  the  scarcity 
of  the  sticklac-crop  is  beginning  to  be  felt,  and  manufacturers,  in 
order  to  obtain  it,  must  pay  more  than  they  can  realise  by  sales 
of  shellac,  while  those  who  have  sold  for  forward  delivery  will 
probably  have  some  difficulty  in  carrying  out  their  contracts. 


August  30,  1902 


THE  CHEMIST  AND  DRUGGIST 


405 


Spices. — The  feature  this  week  has  been  the  rise  in  Pepper, 
an  advance  of  fully  §cZ.  per  lb.  having  taken  place  in  Singa- 
pore black.  The  price  paid  on  Wednesday  was  6 \d.  on  the 
spot  and  6f(7.  for  August-October  shipment.  Some  fine  bold 
Mangalore  sold  at  9i.  per  lb.  White  is  also  dearer ;  at 
auction  fine  bold  sold  at  llfr7.,  and  good  at  10i<7.  to  10\d. 
per  lb. ;  and  sales  of  fair  have  been  made  privately  at  9?d. 
to  lOd.  per  lb.  Good  slightly  limed  Penang  was  bought  in, 
a  bid  of  &}d.  being  refused.  Zanzibar  Cloves  are  steady,  but 
slow  of  sale  at  3f  r7.  per  lb.  on  the  spot.  Penang  were  bought 
in  at  Id.  per  lb.  Cochin  Ginr/er  is  firm,  washed  rough  being 
bought  in  at  44;.  per  cwt.,  bold-cut  sold  at  85s.  per  cwt. 
Japan  was  held  for  34s.,  but  a  small  lot  sold  at  33s.  6i. 
per  cwt.  Jamaica  sold  at  37s.  for  ordinary  dull,  and  at  40s. 
per  cwt.  for  middling  dull- washed.  Bombay  Capsieums  were 
bought  in  at  23s.  to  2%s.  per  cwt.  for  cherries.  Japan  Chillies 
were  bought  in  at  30s.  per  cwt.  for  long  red  picked. 

Turmeric. — In  Madras  description  a  good  quantity  has 
recently  changed  hands  at  17s.  67.  to  18s.  per  cwt.  for  good 
bright  Rajapore  finger,  and  middling  bulby  to  fair  at 
12s.  67.  to  13j.  Middling  split  Cochin  bulbs  have  been  sold 
at  9s.  3:7. 

Vanilla. — At  auction  of  Wednesday  practically  700  tins 
were  offered,  of  which  the  bulk  was  disposed  of  at  unchanged 
prices  for  good  quality,  while  common  and  foxy  were  dearer. 
Fair  to  good  Seychelles  sold  at  19s.  to  20s.  for  8  to  8h  in.  ; 
15s-.  6,-7.  to  18s.  61  for  6}  to  lh  in.  ;  10;.  67.  to  17s.  for  6.V 
to  7|  in  ;  8s.  to  15;.  for  6  to  7  in.  ;  6;.  3  7.  to  8.;.  6  7.  for  5\ 
to  6"  in. ;  and  4.;.  9  7.  to  7s.  9  7.  for  3V  to  5  in.  Mcbur.fm 
lh  to  8k  in.,  20s.  67.  to  22.;.  6.7.,  and  9:;.  9:1.  to  15;.  for  Qh 
to  7|  in. 

Wax,  Bees'. — The  exports  from  Chili  durina;  1901  amounted 
to  337  tons  (532,0 151),  against  237  tons  (503,413,'.)  in  1900. 

Wax,  Japanese.- -Spot  sales  have  bean  made  at  57s.  6i 
per  cwt.,  and  for  arrival  52.;.  6.7.,  c.i.f.,  is  quoted. 


Cablegrams. 

Amsterdam,  August  28 :— At  the  auctions  of  bark  held 
here  to-day,  8,950  packages  were  offered,  of  which  7.935 
were  sold  at  an  average  unit  of  4'90c.  per  J-kilo.,  as  against 
6'10c.  paid  at  the  auctions  on  July  24.  The  following  were 
the  approximate  quantities  of  quinine  sulphate  purchased  by 
the  principal  buyers  :  The  English  and  American  factories, 
13,769  kilos.  ;  the  Brunswick  factory,  4,592  kilos.  ;  the 
Mannheim  and  Amsterdam  factories,  3,107  kilos. ;  the 
Frankfort-on-Main  and  Stuttgart  factories,  3,159  kilos. ; 
and  various  buyers,  8,614  kilos.  The  prices  paid  for  the 
manufacturing-bark  ranged  from  4c.  to  54|c,  and  druggsts' 
bark  from  2|c.  to  70c.  per  J-kilo. 

Hamburg,  August  28: — Senega,  menthol,  and  American 
HGH  oil  of  peppermint  are  all  firmer.  Kenned  camphor  is 
quiet. 

New  York,  August  28  : — Business  here  is  slow.  Opium  is 
easy  at  $2.70  per  lb.,  as  is  also  quinine  at  21c.  per  oz.,  and 
Java  ditto  at  19c.  Ergot  is  tending  easier  at  35c.  per  lb., 
and  the  same  applies  to  cinchonidine,  for  which  20c.  is 
asked.  On  the  other  hand,  senega  is  advancing,  65c.  per  lb. 
now  being  quoted.  Golden-seal  (hydrastis)  is  also  strong 
and  dearer  at  53c.  per  lb.  Serpentary  is  now  offered  at  37c, 
being  higher.  Ipecacuanha  is  easier  and  dull  of  sale  at 
$2.30  for  Rio,  and  $1  for  Cartagena.  Prices  of  oil  of  pepper- 
mint can  now  be  shaded,  $1.95  per  lb.  being  quoted  for  bulk 
oil. 

Russian  Linseed. 

Only  151,082  cwt.  of  linseed  were  exported  from  St.  Petersburg 
in  1901,  as  compared  with  663,051  cwt.  in  1900 ;  this  diminution  is 
mainly  attributable  to  the  failure  of  the  crop,  as  also  partly  to  a 
larger  home  demand,  consequent  on  the  increase  of  oil  works  in 
Eussia.  The  quantity  of  linseed  shipped  to  the  United  Kingdom 
from  St.  Petersburg  amounted  in  1901  to  145,074  cwt.,  and  the 
whole  quantity  exported  was  the  smallest  on  record  during  the 
last  decennial  period.  Very  little  remained  of  it  at  St.  Petersburg 
at  the  end  of  the  year — only  3,354  cwt.  Oil-cake  was  exported  to 
the  extent  of  51,629  tons,  or  4,532  tons  less  than  in  1900.  It  con- 
sisted of  16,097  tons  sunflower-seed  cake,  28,661  tons  linseed,  and 
6,871  tons  hemp  and  other  seed.    Russian  oil  cake  is  chiefly 


exported  to  the  United  Kingdom,  France,  and  Denmark,  smaller 
quantities  also  going  to  Sweden,  Germany,  and  Belgium. 

Imports  into  Colombia  via  Venezusla. 

The  following  has  been  received  at  the  United  States  Bureau  of 
Foreign  Commerce  from  Mr.  A.  M.  Beaupre,  Secretary  of  Legation 
at  Bogota:  The  disturbed  condition  of  affairs  between  Colombia 
and  Venezuela  is  haying  a  most  disastrous  effect  upon  commerce 
in  sections  near  the  border-line.  Venezuela  has  closed  the  port  of 
Maracaibo  to  Colombian  articles  of  export,  and  will  not  pass 
imports  for  Colombia  without  the  payment  of  Venezuelan  import- 
duties.  Until  recently,  while  the  payment  of  such  duties  was 
required,  it  was  refunded  upon  the  return  of  a  consular  certificate 
from  Cucuta,  the  distributing-point  for  that  part  of  Colombia, 
showing  the  receipt  of  the  goods.  This  has  now  been  done  away 
with,  and  goods  brought  in  must  pay  duties  at  the  Custom-houses 
oE  both  Republics,  which  is  prohibitive  for  most  articles. 

Guatemala  Sarsaparilla. 

Some  interesting  information  with  regard  to  the  collection  of 
sarsaparilla  is  given  by  the  British  Consul  of  Guatemala  in  his 
annual  report.  It  appears  that  the  industry  is  free  to  every  inha- 
bitant of  the  Republic  who  obeys  the  necessary  rules.  A  written 
request  for  a  licence,  drawn  up  on  stamped  paper,  must  be  pre- 
sented to  the  political  chief  of  the  district,  stating  the  locality 
where  he  proposes  to  work,  the  number  of  workmen  employed,  the 
length  of  time  for  which  the  licence  is  desired,  &c.  The  duties 
imposed  must  be  duly  paid.  The  licence  must  then  be  properly 
registered,  all  the  details  being  noted,  and  no  licence  shall  be  good 
for  more  than  one  year  without  being  renewed.  A  copy  of  the 
regulations  is  to  be  given  to  each  person  obtaining  a  licence,  and 
the  infraction  of  these  or  of  anyone  of  them  will,  ipso  facto,  cause 
such  licence  to  expire.  One  indispensable  condition  is  that  at 
least  two  roots  be  left  on  each  plant,  so  that  it  may  grow  again, 
and,  of  course,  persons  holding  licences  for  the  collection  of  sarsa- 
parilla are  expressly  forbidden  to  engage  in  any  other  product 
than  that  named  in  the  said  licence.  A  minimum  duty  of  §1 
(currency)  shall  be  paid  on  every  100  lbs.  of  sarsaparilla  obtained. 
The  political  chiefs  of  the  departments  shall  have  discretionary 
powers  as  to  the  number  of  licences  which  shall  be  granted  for  the 
same  region,  and  are  to  take  care  that  these  are  not  too  numerous. 
The  licence  will  expire  (1)  at  the  end  of  the  period  for  which  it  has 
been  granted ;  (2)  if  it  is  proved  that  the  person  holding  it  has 
destroyed  all  the  roots  of  one  or  more  plants,  or  has  broken  any 
other  of  the  rules  laid  down.  Besides  the  forfeiture  of  the  licence, 
various  fines  and  penalties  are  enumerated  for  cases  of  fraud  or 
infraction  of  the  laws  and  iegulations.  Anyone  desiring  to  enter 
upon  this  business  on  a  large  scale — i.e.,  when  desiring  to 
produce  more  than  10,000  lbs. — or  when  licence  for  more  than 
a  year  is  desired,  must  apply  directly  to  the  Minister  of  Public 
Works. 

Seychelles  Vanilla. 

An  interesting  memorandum  in  regard  to  the  cultivation  of 
vanilla  in  the  Seychelles,  giving  information  useful  to  an  intend- 
ing planter,  has  been  received  at  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  may  be 
seen  on  application  at  the  Commercial  Intelligence  Branch, 
50  Parliament  Street,  S. W.  The  following  are  a  few  points  from 
the  memorandum  : — No  vanilla  plantation  should  be  started  in 
Seychelles  with  a  capital  of  less  than  1,000?.,  seeing  that  it  takes 
three  years  to  bring  in  a  crop.  Land  suitable  for  vanilla,  cacao, 
coffee,  and  other  tropical  products,  cannot  be  secured  for  much 
under  300r.  per  acre,  and,  even  at  this  price,  it  is  not  easily  obtain- 
able. The  ordinary  rate  of  interest  in  Seychelles  is  12  per  cent, 
per  annum.  The  local  currency  is  the  rupee,  the  value  of  which  may 
betaken  as  Is.  4(7.  Under  the  old  system  (planting  on  bars,  wires,  &c.) 
from  1,200  to  1,300  vines  were  planted  per  acre.  Vanilla  is  now 
planted  on  live  trees,  and  the  number  of  vines  planted  depends 
upon  the  number  of  trees  existing  on  the  land  brought  under  cul- 
tivation. Cuttings  of  quick-growing  shrubs  are  now  often  planted 
in  vacant  spots,  and  vines  are  grown  thereon  in  the  absence  of 
trees,  and  within  three  months  of  the  planting  of  the  cuttings. 
Vines  are  worth,  per  100,  from  3r.  to  5r.,  according  to  district. 
As  regards  wages :  men  earn  14r.  to  16r.,  and  women,  8r.  to  12r.  a 
month,  without  rations.  On  hill  estates  labourers  are  not  easy  to 
get,  and  most  of  the  Africans  prefer  working  on  the  share-system. 
A  man  can  plant  350  cuttings  or  vines  per  day,  and  ean  keep  in 
good  order  throughout  the  year  2,500  plants.  Each  vine  can  pro- 
duce from  25  to  30  pods  of  different  size  from  4  inches  to  8  inches 
long.  On  an  average  130  green  pods  go  to  1  lb.  of  dry  (prepared) 
vanilla.  Pods  shrink  considerably  in  preparation,  losing  a  quarter 
of  their  weight.  Last  year  (1901)  fine  pods  prepared  fetched  6r. 
to  lOr.  per  lb.  Green  pods  are  now  being  sold  at  3r.  to  5r.  per 
100  pods.  The  regular  flowering  season  is  from  August  to  Decem- 
ber. The  cost  of  preparation  varies  from  lr.  to  1.25r.  per  lb.  The 
pods  are  gathered  about  nine  months  after  the  flowers  have  been 
married,  and  curing  the  pods  takes  from  three  to  four  months. 
In  Seychelles,  as  elsewhere,  there  are  bad  seasons  (too  much  rain), 
in  which  case  the  yield  is  poor.  The  climate  of  Seychelles  is  very 
healthy. 
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Cotton=seed  Oil. 

In  a  circular  which  has  just  been  issued  to  the  shareholders  of 
the  Cotton-seed  Company  (Limited),  the  directors  state  that  a  mill 
of  commercial  capacity  has  been  erected  on  the  company's  river- 
side premises  in  London,  and  that  in  a  trial  run  all  that  is  claimed 
for  the  company's  process  in  the  treatment  of  cotton-seed  was 
fully  established.  A  larger  building  is  now  being  adapted  to 
receive  another  mill  of  greater  capacity,  which,  together  with 
further  mills  of  varying  sizes,  is  now  well  under  construction. 

The  Camphor=monopoly. 

On  the  authority  of  the  Japanese  Foreign  Office  it  is  now  stated 
that  the  Chinese  Government  has  decided  to  establish  a  camphor- 
monopoly  office  in  Fohkein,  placing  the  monopoly  and  sale  of 
camphor  under  the  control  of  the  Japanese.  It  is  not  correct, 
however,  to  say  that  the  monopoly  right  of  the  camphor-trade  is 
to  be  conceded  to  the  Japanese  Government.  In  future,  Japan 
may  be  a  party  to  the  camphor-business  by  contributing  a  part  of 
the  expenses  of  the  monopoly,  but  no  definite  arrangements  have 
yet  been  made. 

French  Bauxite. 

H.M.  Consul-General  at  Marseilles  reports  that  there  has  been 
a  considerable  development  in  the  export  of  bauxite  during  1901, 
and  a  large  business  is  expected  to  be  done  this  year.  It  seems 
probable,  in  view  of  a  trial  shipment  of  1,700  tons  from  Toulon, 
last  December,  to  Boston,  U.S.A.,  that  spotted  bauxite  is  likely  to 
be  attracted  to  American  industrial  enterprises.  It  is  estimated 
that  as  a  result  of  the  visit  to  Marseilles  of  American  agents  and 
experts  in  that  business,  some  300,000  tons  will  cross  the  Atlantic 
during  the  year. 

A  New  Variety  of  Pepper. 

Pepper,  being  a  comparatively  high-priced  commodity  owing  to 
the  fact  that  it  grows  only  in  a  few  countries,  is  subject  to  much 
adulteration.  For  this  reason  a  report  recently  made  by  Professor 
Moissan,  of  Paris,  is  of  importance.  This  report  states  that  a 
new  variety  of  pepper  has  lately  been  imported  from  Kissi,  in 
French  We3t  Africa,  on  the  borders  of  Liberia,  which  has  been 
called  Piper  Fameclioni,  Heckel,  after  two  investigators,  one  an 
army  surgeon,  the  other  a  botanist.  Dr.  Barille,  principal  chemist 
to  one  of  the  Paris  hospitals,  has  examined  the  seeds  and  found 
that  they  yield  a  highly  aromatic  reddish-brown  powder,  rich  in 
essential  oil,  and  with  very  peculiar  characteristics.  He  considers 
this  variety  of  pepper  an  acquisition  among  the  useful  plants. 

The  Importation  of  Saccharin. 

A  further  General  Order,  dated  August  12  (No.  60  of  1902),  has 
been  issued  by  the  Commissioners  of  H.M.  Customs  relative  to 
the  treatment,  for  Customs  purposes,  of  saccharin  and  mixtures 
containing  saccharin  or  similar  substances.  The  following  is  the 
text  of  the  Order  :  "  Notice  is  hereby  given  that  the  Lords  of  the 
Treasury  have  directed  that,  on  and  after  the  1st  prox.,  the  full 
rate  of  duty  of  Is.  3r7.  per  oz.  be  charged  on  all  importations  of 
saccharin,  and  mixtures  containing  saccharin,  or  other  substances 
of  like  nature  or  use,  in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  Section  7 
of  the  Finance  Act,  1901,  and  the  Customs  Tariff  Act,  1876. 
Under  this  Order  no  questions  will  arise  in  respect  of  importa- 
tions already  assessed  for  duty  which  may  be  remaining  in  bond 
on  and  after  the  1st  prox.  In  all  such  cases  the  original  assess- 
ment is  to  stand. 

West  Indian  Essential  Oils  and  Aloes. 

At  the  Agricultural  Conference  held  recently  at  Bridgetown, 
Barbados,  under  the  presidency  of  Dr.  D.  Morris,  C.M.G.,  Imperial 
Commissioner  of  Agriculture  for  the  West  Indies,  Mr.  J.  H.  Hart 
(Trinidad)  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Preparation  of  Essential  Oils  in 
the  West  Indies,"  an  industry  which  in  the  past  has  mainly  been 
connected  with  Dominica.  Mr.  Hart  exhibited  specimens  of 
fifteen  kinds  of  essential  oils,  which  he  had  prepared  from  plants 
grown  on  the  lands  of  the  Botanic  Department,  Trinidad.  He 
discussed  the  various  oils,  described  their  mode  of  manufacture, 
and  suggested  steps  which  might  be  taken  to  encourage  the 
industry.  Dr.  H.  A.  Nicholls  (Dominica)  and  Mr.  W.  Fawcett 
(Jamaica)  discussed  the  paper,  the  latter  exhibiting  a  specimen  of 
the  oil  of  Cananga  odorata,  which  he  had  prepared. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Freeman,  technical  assistant,  Imperial  Department 
of  Agriculture,  also  read  a  paper  on  "  The  Aloe-industry  of 
Bardados,"  which  had  now  almost  dwindled  away.  Mr.  Freeman 
pointed  out  the  former  magnitude  of  the  industry,  the  exports 
being  sometimes  of  more  than  7,000£.  per  annum,  described  the 
soil,  cultivation  and  manufacture,  indicated  the  defective  methods 
which  led  to  the  decay  of  the  industry,  and  made  some  suggestions 
for  the  future.  Living  specimens  of  Curacao  and  Barbados  aloe- 
plants  were  exhibited.  The  paper  was  followed  by  a  discussion, 
to  which  Professor  Harrison  (British  Guiana),  Mr.  Francis  Watts 
(Leeward  Islands),  Mr.  W.  D.  Shepherd  (Barbados),  and  the 
President  contributed. 


IRo^al  3n0tttute  of  public  Ibealtb. 


ABOUT  700  delegates,  representing  300  bodies,  were 
appointed  to  attend  the  Congress  of  the  Royal  Insti- 
tute of  Public  Health,  which  completed  its  sittings  in  the 
Victoria  Hall,  Exeter,  on  Wednesday,  August  27.  The  pro- 
ceedings were  opened  on  Thursday,  August  21,  by  the  Earl 
of  Iddesleigh,  the  President  of  the  Congress.  The  work  was 
divided  into  the  following  sections  : — 

(1)  Preventive  Medicine  and  Vital  Statistics — President, 
Sir  Charles  Cameron,  C.B.,  M.D.,  Dublin. 

(2)  Chemistry,  Climatology,  and  Bacteriology — -President, 
Professor  Sims  Woodhead,  M.D. 

(3)  Engineering  and  Architecture— Mr.  E.  G.  Mawbey, 
borough  engineer  of  Leicester. 

(4)  Municipal  and  Parliamentary  Hygiene — President, 
Mr.  J.  A.  Bellamy,  Mayor  of  Plymouth. 

(5)  Veterinary  and  Farm  Hygiene — President,  Mr.  W.  N. 
Bloye,  F.R.C.V.S. 

The  work  of  some  of  the  Sections  overlapped ;  for  instance, 
on  Tuesday  there  was  quite  a  field-day  on  the  questions  of 
vaccination  and  smallpox,  which  necessitated  a  large  com- 
bined meeting  of  Sections  1  and  4.  There  was  evident  lack 
of  a  central  controlling  authority  dealing  with  the  times  and 
places  of  the  meetings.  Delegates  wandered  hither  and 
thither  in  search  of  the  meetings  in  which  they  were  inte- 
rested, and  the  original  programme  was  largely  departed 
from.  Much  loss  of  time  and  annoyance  would  have  been 
spared  if  there  had  been  a  joint  meeting  each  evening  of  the 
officers  of  the  various  Sections  for  settling  the  arrangement 
of  the  next  day's  proceedings  and  preparing  a  daily  pro- 
gramme for  publication. 

In  addition  to  the  delegates  appointed  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  (Messrs.  Glyn-Jones  and  Tickle),  amongst 
others  who  attended  the  Congress  were  several  local 
chemists,  as  well  as  Alderman  Dunn,  of  Shipley,  appointed 
by  the  West  Riding  C.C.,  and  Dr.  Mc Walter,  of  Dublin. 

The  Various  Presidential  Addresses 

were  delivered  to  large  audiences.  Dr.  Cameron  deal  with 
"preventive  medicine."  He  held  that  the  chief  cause  of 
pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  the  inhalation  of  the  dried  expecto- 
rated matter  of  the  affected  persons,  and  urged  the  com- 
pulsory notification  of  the  disease.  He  did  not  think  it 
established  that  human  and  bovine  tuberculosis  are  distinct 
diseases.  It  is  not,  he  said,  sufficient  to  prove  that  human 
tuberculosis  cannot  be  transferred  to  cattle.  The  phagocytes 
of  so  strong  an  animal  as  the  ox  may  be  able  to  offer  a 
greater  resistance  to  the  human  bacilli  than  the  phagocytes 
of  man  can  to  the  infective  bacilli  of  the  ox. 

Professor  Sims  Woodhead  urged  the  claims  of  research- 
work  upon  the  nation  for  financial  support.  As  a  practical 
people,  he  said,  we  are  sadly  wanting  in  proper  appreciation 
of  the  possibilities  of  what  may  be  effected  by  an  investment 
of  a  few  million  pounds  in  the  improvement,  equipment,  and 
endowment  of  our  medical  schools.  .  We  need  scholars  or 
advanced  students  who  can  devote  their  whole  time  and 
energy  to  the  investigation  of  problems  in  pathology,  pre- 
ventive medicine,  and  hygiene.  Teachers  should  also  have 
time  either  to  carry  on  original  investigation  themselves  or 
supervise  others  whom  they  may  set  to  work  on  definite 
lines  of  research,  and  commodious  and  well-equipped  labo- 
ratories in  which  may  be  carried  on  what  he  called  diagnostic 
and  observatory  work.  Dr.  Mc  Walter  addressed  this  Section 
on  the  prevalence  of 

Poisoning  by  Carbonic  Oxide. 

He  moved  that  the  Congress  considei  that  the  composition 
of  gases  supplied  for  illuminating-purposes  should  be  subject 
to  the  control  of  the  local  sanitary  authorities.  Carbon 
monoxide  was  intensely  poisonous,  and  there  was  danger 
that  in  its  use  it  was  not  being  thoroughly  consumed.  There 
was  considerable  difference  of  opinion  on  the  subject  ex- 
pressed at  the  meeting,  and  Dr.  McWalter  withdrew  his 
resolution.    It  was  to  this  Section  that  Mr.  Gadd's  paper  on 

Standards  for  Drugs 

was  read  (see  C.  Sf  D.,  August  23,  page  336).  It  gave  rise 
to  a  fair  discussion,  which  was  led  off  by  the  President  (Pro- 
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fessor  Sims  Woodhead),  who  said  he  thought  Mr.  Gadd  was 
quite  right  when  he  said  that  what  they  had  to  deal  with  as 
a  Congress  occupied  with  questions  of  public  health  was 
really  the  adulteration  of  drugs  from  the  point  of  view  of 
the  patient.  It  was  a  very  important  question.  There  was 
no  doubt  that  they  did  not  want  to  return  to  those  days 
when  anything  was  thought  good  enough  to  be  put  into  a 
prescription.  They  now  knew  what  the  action  of  certain 
drugs  was.  They  knew  from  actual  experiments  that  if  they 
got  certain  drugs  in  certain  forms  they  got  certain  definite 
results,  and  it  should  be  the  aim  of  scientists  to  find  out 
what  action  a  drug  was  required  to  have,  and  then  that  they 
should  have  that  drug  in  its  proper  form  and  in  its  full 
strength.  Unless  they  did  that  they  would  return  to 
the  old  days.  In  his  desk  he  had  an  old 
prescription  in  which  a  doctor  gave  forty-two  different 
substances,  evidently  on  the  principle  that  if  one  missed 
another  might  hit.  (Laughter.)  They  did  not  want  to  go 
on  that  principle  in  connection  with  their  drugs.  They 
wanted  to  have  something  definite,  of  which  they  knew  the 
physiological  action,  and  they  would  never  know  the  physio- 
logical action  unless  they  knew  a  drug's  exact  composition  and 
its  strength.  Therefore,  if  anything  could  be  done  to  bring 
together  those  engaged  in  the  preparation  of  pharmaceutical 
subjects  to  decide  on  a  standard,  it  would  be  of  the  greatest 
possible  value.  He  knew  how  difficult  standardisation  was, 
because  he  had  had  some  little  experience  in  the  standardisa- 
tion of  antitoxins.  It  might  require  a  great  deal  of  trouble, 
but  if  it  could  be  done,  it  ought  to  be  done. 

Dr.  •  Lord  (London)  congratulated  Mr.  Gadd  on  the 
excellence  of  his  paper.  (Hear,  hear.)  There  was  one 
sentiment  in  it  with  which  he  did  not  wholly  agree — namely, 
that  in  which  Mr.  Gadd  seemed  to  insinuate  that  medical 
men,  or  a  portion  of  them,  had  lost  faith  in  drugs.  When  he 
was  in  general  practice  and  had  to  resort  to  such  drugs  as 
ergot  and  digitalis,  many  of  the  preparations  obtainable  thirty 
years  ago  were  not  such  as  he  could  rely  on,  and  to  that 
extent  medical  men  had  lost  faith  in  drugs.  They  were  not 
reliable  or  standardised.  He  had  known  cases  where  the 
price  of  cascara  sagrada  ranged  from  Is.  to  10it.  or  lis.  per  lb., 
and  yet  those  cheaper-price  goods  were  said  to  have  been 
prepared  according  to  the  B.P.  The  explanation  was 
that  one  maker  used  the  best  bark  he  could  possibly  get, 
tested  it,  and  after  he  got  the  preparation  tested  it  as  well, 
while  the  other  might  begin  with  bark  which  was  worthless. 
Dr.  Lord  also  mentioned  belladonna,  strophanthus,  and  digi- 
talis preparations  as  being  variable  owing  to  poor  quality  of 
many  commercial  drugs  sold  under  these  names,  and  the 
lack  of  efficient  testing  and  standardisation,  either  chemical 
or  physiological  as  the  case  required,  the  latter  being  the  more 
reliable.  Dr.  Lord  concluded,  therefore,  that  doctors  are  not 
losing  faith  in  medicines,  but  that  when  they  get  good  and 
reliable  preparations  they  prescribe  them  as  freely  as  ever. 

Mr.  W.  S.  Glyn-Jones  said  the  subject  presented  itself  in 
two  aspects.  When  they  spoke  of  the  standardisation  of 
drugs,  did  they  mean  the  standardisation  of  drugs  which 
were  used  in  the  prescriptions  of  medical  men,  or  did  they 
go  further  and  suggest  the  standardisation  of  those  domestic 
remedies  which  were  very  largely  used  by  the  community  '.' 
The  position  of  the  matter  at  present  was,  he  thought,  this  : 
They  had  a  statute,  the  Pharmacy  Act,  which  made  it  com- 
pulsory upon  everyone  who  dispensed  a  physician's  prescrip- 
tion to  dispense  it  according  to  the  B.P.  With  domestic 
medicine  it  was  different,  and  it  seemed  to  him  that  it  should 
be  somebody's  duty  to  decide  what  was  the  proper  standard 
of  any  known  medicine,  and  that  it  should  not  be  legal  to 
supply  to  anybody,  whether  it  was  a  medical  man  or  any- 
body else  who  asked  for  it,  anything  but  a  standard  article. 
It 1  was  not  fair  to  the  man  who  conscientiously  selected 
his  drugs  and  took  a  great  deal  of  pains  in  standard- 
ising them  that  under  the  very  same  name  others  might 
sell  things  which  cost  them  less  in  money,  time,  and  trouble. 
He  thought  it  was  a  very  serious  fact  that  the  Pharma- 
copoeia was  not  prepared  after  that  amount  of  research  that 
should  have  taken  place.  It  was  the  business  of  the  General 
Medical  Council  to  produce  the  B.P.,  and  there  was  at 
present  a  considerable  difficulty  in  providing  the  necessary 
funds  to  carry  out  research-work.  At  present  the  Medical 
Council  was  very  largely  dependent  upon  voluntary  work 
done  by  private  pharmaceutical  researchers.  It  seemed  to 
him  the  community  to-day  was  utterly  careless  as  to 


research,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  left  to  voluntary  workers  to 
do  such  work  in  their  odd  time.  Dr.  Attfield,  at  a  Pharma- 
ceutical Conference  in  Plymouth  three  years,  when  it  was 
pointed  out  to  him  there  were  serious  flaws  in  the  Pharma- 
copoeia, said  it  would  cost  20.000Z.  to  have  the  B.P.  made  as 
perfect  as  it  should  be.  That  money  should  be  forthcoming. 
The  B.P.  at  present  was  absolutely  an  incomplete  volume 
It  did  not  contain  efficient  standards  for  the  purpose 
of  being  a  guide  between  the  medical  man  and  the  pre- 
scriber,  and  far  less  was  it  a  standard  for  supplying  domestic 
medicines.  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  then  referred  to  the  incidence  of 
the  Sale  of  Pood  and  Drugs  Acts,  and  gave  examples  of 
ridiculous  deductions  made  in  respect  to  B.P.  standards,  his 
purpose  being  to  show  that  whereas  the  Government,  in 
regard  to  milk,  butter,  and  cheese,  had  gone  to  the  trouble 
and  expense  of  getting  efficient  standards,  in  regard  to 
drags  they  had  simply  turned  to  a  book  which  the  compilers 
said  they  had  not  prepared  in  any  way  as  a  standard  for  the 
Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  What  was  wanted  was  a  set 
of  standards  compiled,  after  sufficient  research  had  been 
carried  out,  by  those  who  had  shown  their  fitness  for  the 
work.  There  must  be  laboratories  provided  at  the  expense 
of  the  community  for  carrying  on  that  work.  At  present  the 
analysts  who  had  very  largely  to  administer  the  Act  in 
regard  to  the  sale  of  food  and  drugs  had  no  part  in  the  pre- 
paration of  the  B.P.  Those  who  prepared  the  drugs  and  the 
wholesale  and  retail  chemists  who  sold  them  had  no  voice 
in  the  preparation  of  the  standards.  The  Government 
should  provide  a  body  representing  the  General  Medical 
Council,  the  Pharmaceutical  Society,  and  the  Society  of 
Public  Analysts,  who  should,  after  due  investigation,  put 
before  the  country  a  set  of  standards  which  could  be  made 
legal  standards. 

Dr.  Kansom  Pickard  (Exeter)  said  it  was  the  object  of  the 
practitioner,  when  he  gave  medicine  to  the  patient,  to  make 
an  exact  experiment,  but  in  many  cases  he  was  quite  unable 
to  do  so  because  of  the  want  of  the  standardisation  of  drugs. 
There  were  some  definite  drugs,  the  results  of  which  doctors 
were  satisfied  with,  but  towards  others  they  had  maintained 
an  attitude  of  indecision  and  neutrality  through  having  a 
doubt  as  to  what  the  result  would  be  when  they  were 
administered.  There,  of  course,  came  in  the  judgment  of 
the  individual  doctor,  and  his  ability  to  estimate  the  effect 
of  the  drug  he  was  using ;  but  they  must  look  to  the  chemists 
for  help  on  this  point.  The  B.P.,  he  must  confess,  puzzled 
him.  Some  of  the  standards  were  absolutely  incompre- 
hensible. The  standard  they  should  aim  at  should  be  a 
chemical  test  for  a  chemical  substance.  With  regard  to  the 
antitoxins,  however,  they  must  at  present  use  animal  tests. 

The  President  said  he  could  not  help  thinking,  from  the 
remarks  of  some  speakers,  that  they  appeared  to  rely  on  the 
action  of  certain  drugs  from  the  impurities  they  contained. 
It  was  rather  a  startling  statement,  but  in  some  instances  it 
might  almost  be  the  case.  He  thanked  Mr.  Gadd  for  his 
paper. 

From  the  pharmaceutical  point  of  view  the  most  im- 
portant paper  of  the  meeting  was  that  read  by  Mr.  W.  S. 
Glyn-Jones  on 

The  Law  Kelating  to  the  Sale  of  Poisons. 

For  this  a  special  meeting  in  connection  with  the  Congress 
was  held  at  the  Royal  Albert  Memorial  College  on  Tuesday, 
August  26,  when  local  chemists  and  others  interested  in  the 
subject  were  invited  to  attend.  Professor  W.  R.  Smith  presided 
at  the  meeting,  and  introduced  Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  who  said  : — 

It  has  been  said  that  the  only  true  functions  of  Govern- 
ment were  the  maintenance  of  order  at  home  and  security 
abroad.  The  growth  of  the  power  of  the  State  shows  that 
a  very  liberal  interpretation  is  given  to  the  term  "  order  at 
home."  It  is  not  many  hundreds  of  years  since  the  State 
was  powerless  to  do  anything  at  home  beyond  the  most 
crude  attempts  at  the  maintenance  of  the  King's  peace. 
The  Government  of  an  undeveloped  community  was  not 
strong  enough  to  interfere  in  the  private  quarrels,  let  alone 
the  private  commercial  relationships,  of  individuals.  As 
civilisation  advanced  it  became  the  business  of  the  State  to 
protect  the  lives  and  property  of  its  subjects,  and  with  that 
advance  came  the  power  to  effectively  enforce  rules  governing 
the  conduct  of  individuals. 

During  last  century  the  growth  of  the  power  of  the  State 
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in  this  direction  was  exceedingly  rapid,  and  this  is  seen  not 
only  in  the  amount  of  domestic  legislation,  but  in 

THE  INCREASE  OP  ADMINISTRATIVE  INTERFERENCE. 

We  have  learnt  that  the  State  must  assist  the  higher  motives 
which  make  men  careful  as  to  health,  morals,  and  mental 
improvement.  We  now  act  upon  the  principle  that  the 
physical  and  moral  well-being  of  the  individual  are  matters 
within  the  province  of  the  State.  The  Government  interferes 
not  only  to  protect  those  who  are  unable  to  protect  them- 
selves, such  as  children  against  employers  or  even  parents, 
but  has  also  protected  those  presumably  who  could  take 
care  of  themselves.  There  is  scarcely  a  commercial  trans- 
action or  even  a  private  act  of  the  individual  to  which  some 
rule  enforced  by  Government  does  not  apply.  The  Sale  of 
Goods  Act,  Merchandise  Marks  Act,  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 
Acts,  Weights  and  Measures  Acts,  are  important  examples  of 
the  interference  of  the  State  in  matters  apparently  only 
affecting  the  actual  parties  to  a  contract.  I  may  so  trust 
my  baker  that  I  consider  he  is  wasting  my  time  and  his  by 
weighing  my  half-quartern  loaf,  but  the  State  does  not  leave 
that  matter  to  the  joint  discretion  of  myself  and  the  baker. 
It  orders  him  to  weigh  it.  If  I  want  to  build  a  house  for 
my  own  residence  on  my  own  land,  you  say  I  must  build  it 
so  as  to  satisfy  the  local  State-created  authority  that  it  is  a 
safe  house  for  me  to  inhabit.  If  I  go  into  most  of  the  many 
towns  represented  at  this  Congress  I  cannot  bargain  with 
the  first  man  I  meet  for  the  hire  of  a  cab.  However  much 
I  may  be  impressed  with  the  appearance  of  the  man  as  a 
safe  driver,  or  of  his  vehicle  as  a  suitable  conveyance,  even 
if  I  am  a  coachbuilder,  I  must  not  trust  to  my  unaided 
judgment.  The  State  considers  my  life  of  too  much  value 
to  it  to  allow  of  my  engaging  with  anybody  but  a  licensed 
driver,  or  for  anything  but  a  vehicle  which  has  been 
examined  by  a  public  servant  and  stamped  with  the  mark  of 
his  approval. 

It  is  not  surprising,  then,  to  find  that  a  State  which  so 
nurses  its  subjects  has  had  something  to  say  about 

THE  SALE  OF  POISONS. 

The  Legislature  first  dealt  with  the  sale  of  arsenic  by  a  short 
Act  passed  in  1851.  The  Poisoned  Grain  Prohibition  Act, 
1863,  prohibited  the  sale  of  grain,  seed,  or  meal  dipped  in 
or  mixed  with  poison.  It  also  imposed  a  penalty  for  wilfully 
sowing  or  placing  such  grain  on  any  ground  or  exposed  place. 
The  Poisoned  Flesh  Prohibition  Act,  passed  a  year  later, 
prohibited  the  use  of  poisoned  flesh. 

Before  1868  there  were  numerous  attempts  at  legislation 
regulating  the  sale  of  poisons,  instigated  largely  as  the  result 
of  notorious  poisoning  cases.  The  Pharmaceutical  Society, 
founded  in  1841,  and  incorporated  by  Royal  Charter  in  1843, 
produced  a  draft  Bill  in  1847,  which  would  have  prohibited 
anyone  exercising  the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist,  or 
dispensing  for  sale  or  gain  any  prescription  of  a  medical  man, 
or  using  any  title  implying  registration  under  the  Act  unless 
he  was  a  registered  chemist.  At  the  same  time  Mr.  Wakley, 
founder  of  the  Lancet,  brought  forward  a  Bill  (referred  to  a 
Committee)  which  contained  a  clause  prohibiting  the  sale  by 
retail  of  certain  poisons  except  by  licensed  chemists  and 
druggists.  Nothing  came  of  either  of  these  Bills.  Then  Mr. 
Jacob  Bell  in  1851  introduced  a  Pharmacy  Bill  which  was 
referred  to  a  Select  Committee,  and  was  passed  after  such 
alterations  as  left  the  business  and  title  of  chemist  and 
druggist,  and  the  sale  of  poisons,  open  to  anyone  without 
restrictions.  It,  however,  secured  the  protection  of  the  title 
pharmaceutical  chemist. 

In  1857  the  Government  introduced  a  Bill.  Its  effect 
would  have  been  to  have  repealed  the  Arsenic  Act,  and  to 
apply  its  provisions  to  a  large  number  of  dangerous  sub- 
stances. It  was  referred  to  a  select  committee  of  the  House 
of  Lords,  who,  recognising  the  all-important  principle  that 
the  training  and  qualification  of  the  keeper  and  seller  of 
poisons  are  essential  to  the  safety  of  the  public,  recommended 
clauses  restricting  the  sale  of  poisons  to  medical  practitioners 
or  vendors  licensed  after  examination.  The  Government 
reintroduced  the  Bill  in  the  following  Session,  but  Lord 
Palmerston  was  defeated  and  resigned  before  the  Bill  was 
discussed.  Lord  Derby,  the  succeeding  Premier,  produced  a 
Bill  on  very  similar  lines.  It  passed  the  House  of  Lords,  but 
met  with  such  strong  opposition  from  chemists,  headed  by  the 


Pharmaceutical  Society,  that  it  was  withdrawn  when,  in  1858, 
it  reached  the  Commons.  A  new  Bill  followed  in  1859, 
introduced  into  the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Spencer 
Walpole,  Home  Secretary.  The  Bill  had  in  it  provisions,  for 
labelling  vessels  or  packets  containing  poisons  in  stock  and 
when  sold,  and  there  was  to  be  an  entry  of  sales.  The 
Committee  of  the  Commons  passed  the  Bill,  but  the  Govern- 
ment was  defeated  before  the  third  reading  was  reached.  In 
1863  Lord  Raynham  launched  a  short  Bill,  called  "  A  Bill  for 
the  Prevention  of  Accidental  Poisoning,"  which  was  thrown 
out  on  the  second  reading.  In  1860  the  United  Society  of 
Chemists  and  Druggists  and  the  Pharmaceutical  Society 
each  submitted  a  Bill  to  the  House  of  Commons.  The  essence 
of  the  Pharmaceutical  Society's  Bill  was  the  restriction  of 
the  business  of  a  chemist  and  druggist  "  in  the  keeping  of 
open  shop  for  the  compounding  of  prescriptions  to  registered 
chemists  and  the  protection  of  their  titles."  It  did  not  deal 
with  poisons  as  such.  The  United  Society's  Bill  did,  as 
well  as  with  retailing  or  dispensing  drugs  or  medicines. 

The  General  Medical  Council  supported  the  Pharmaceu- 
tical Society's  Bill,  but  the  Select  Committee  appointed  in 
1865  to  consider  both  Bills  recommended  the  principle  of 
restricting  the  sale  of  scheduled  dangerous  drugs  to  exa- 
mined and  registered  men.  The  proposal  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  to  restrict  the  dispensing  of  prescriptions  to 
qualified  chemists  was  rejected  by  the  Committee.  Both 
Bills  were  for  the  time  being  abandoned.  In  1867  the  two 
Societies  came  to  a  substantial  agreement,  and  ascertained 
that  Mr.  Hardy,  the  Home  Secretary,  was  not  unwilling  to 
support  a  Bill  which  would  restrict  the  title  of  "  chemist 
and  druggist"  to  those  then  in  business,  and  those  who 
afterwards  passed  a  satisfactory  examination,  and  prevent  the 
sale  of  certain  scheduled  drugs  except  by  chemists  and  drug- 
gists so  qualified.  The  Bill  was  introduced  into  the  House 
of  Lords  in  1868  by  Lord  Granville.  It  was  not  a  Govern- 
ment measure.  After  considerable  discussion  in  both 
Houses,  and  some  alterations,  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1868, 
officially  described  as  "an  Act  to  regulate  the  sale  of 
poisons,  and  alter  and  amend  the  Pharmacy  Act,  1852," 
became  law. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  here  gave  a  summary  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Act,  and  quoted  the  schedule  of  poisons  as  it  now 
stands,  incidentally  pointing  out  that  a  registered  chemist, 
if  he  keeps  open  shop  and  neglects  to  conform  to  the  regula- 
tions for  keeping,  dispensing,  and  selling  poisons,  forfeits, 
for  the  time  being,  his  right  to  the  title  ;  also  that  there  are 
many  medical  men  who  do  their  own  dispensing  who  are 
unaware  that  if  the  medicine  they  supply  contains  poison, 
they  are  liable  to  prosecution  by  the  police,  or,  indeed,  any 
informer,  unless  the  Act's  conditions  as  to  dispensing  are  com- 
plied with.  The  use  of  poisons  in  the  arts  and  manufactures 
is  not  interfered  with  except  to  the  extent  of  insisting  that 
the  article  is  properly  labelled.  Tons  of  cyanide  are  used  in 
the  Midlands  yearly  without  any  inconvenient  restrictions 
imposed  by  the  Pharmacy  Act.  In  Mr.  Glyn- Jones's  opinion 
there  is  urgent  need  for  adding  to  the  schedule  the  mineral 
acids,  and  sugar  of  lead,  which  are  frequent  sources  of 
accident.  Medical  men  know  the  danger  from  the  indis- 
criminate use  by  the  public  of  potent  drugs  such  as  acetanilide 
and  antipyrin.  Surely  these  substances  should  be  classed  as 
poisons  ? 

The  Pharmacy  Acts  applicable  to  Ireland  divide  the 
qualified  men  into  two  classes :  pharmaceutical  chemists, 
who  may  sell  and  dispense  poisons,  and  registered  druggists, 
who  may  sell  but  not  dispense  poisons. 

'  JUDICIAL  DECISIONS. 

There  have  been  many  important  judicial  decisions  in  refer 
ence  to  cases  arising  out  of  the  Pharmacy  Act.  It  was  not  until 
1890  that  the  Courts  laid  down  that  when  the  Act  says  no 
unqualified  person  shall  "  sell,"  it  means  the  person  who  does 
the  physical  act  of  selling,  not,  as  in  the  17th  section,  the 
person  on  whose  behalf  the  sale  is  made.  In  1893  it  was 
held  that  the  exemption  in  favour  of  patent  medicines  did 
not  apply  to  medicines  liable  to  medicine-stamp  duty  as 
such,  but  was  confined  to  medicines  which  were  the  subject 
of  letters  patent. 

The  leading  case,  however,  is  that  of  the  Pharmaceutical 
Society  v.  London  and  Provincial  Supply  Association,  1880. 
In  this  case  the  House  of  Lords  ruled  that  whereas  Sections 
1  and  15  of  the  Act  said  no  person  unless  registered  shall 
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use  the  title  of  chemist  and  druggist,  &c,  or  keep  open  shop 
for  the  sale  of  poisons,  it  did  not  say  that  no  company  should 
do  these  things.  They  decided  that  the  word  "  person  "  did 
not  include  a  corporate  body. 

There  have  been  many  attempts  made  by  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  to  secure  an  amending  Act,  so  as  to  render 
the  1868  Act  efficient ;  and  during  the  last  few  years  some 
little  agitation  for  revision  has  arisen  from  outside  the 
Society— an  agitation  he  believed  to  be  actuated  by  a  desire  to 
render  easier,  in  the  interests  of  makers  and  dealers,  the 
distribution  of  certain  useful  but  dangerous  preparations. 
Considering  the  difficulties  which  are  bound  to  arise  when 
the  Legislature  attempts  to  deal  with  intricate  subjects,  such 
as  the  sale  and  dispensing  of  poisons,  the  administration  of 
the  Act,  which,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  police  prosecu- 
tions under  the  labelling  (17th)  section,  has  been  carried  on 
for  over  thirty  years  by  and  at  the  expense  of  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society,  has  been  a  marked  success.  It  is  an  Act 
which,  with  a  little  amendment,  can  be  made  to  completely 
fulfil  its  object— that  is,  the  protection  of  the  public  from 
injury  by  accidental  poisoning — and  to  make  hard  the  way 
of  the  intentional  poisoner. 

THE  PRESENT  AGITATION 

by  makers  and  sellers  of  such  poisonous  substances  as 
insecticides  containing  deadly  poisonous  alkaloids  for  an 
alteration  in  the  law  which  would  allow  of  anyone  selling 
their  toxic  preparations  put  up  in  a  very  attractive  form,  has 
been  largely  instrumental  in  the  formation  of  a  Committee 
of  the  Privy  Council  to  consider  the  question.  Yet  it  was 
only  in  January  of  this  year  that  a  gardener  died  as  the 
result  of  drinking  by  mistake  a  preparation  of  nicotine  from 
an  old  brandy-bottle,  in  which  it  had  been  supplied  to  him 
by  the  shopkeeper.  It  was  proved  that  if  two  tablespoon- 
fuls  were  swallowed  death  would  result.  It  is  said  by  the 
agitators  that  the  Pharmacy  Act  is  a  piece  of  class  legisla- 
tion— that  it  provides  a  monopoly  for  chemists,  who  are 
extortionate  people  who  will  only  sell  these  useful  prepara- 
tions at  exorbitant  profits — that  the  -public  have  a  greater 
difficulty  in  obtaining  these  things  than  would  be  the  case 
if  they  could  be  obtained  of  any  shopkeeper  who  chooses  to 
stock  them.  Of  course  it  would  be  easier  to  obtain  postage- 
stamps  if  every  shopkeeper  sold  them,  but  for  the  conveni- 
ence of  the  Department,  and  therefore  of  the  community, 
stamps  can  only  be  obtained  at  post-offices  or  of  licensed 
dealers.  Protection  from  poisoning  is  not  consistent  with  a 
system  of  automatic  machines  at  every  street-corner  for  the 
supply  of  poisons,  and  all  legislation  carries  with  it  some 
occasional  inconvenience,  even  to  the  honest  citizen.  There 
are  over  nine  thousand  chemists  in  business  in  Great  Britain, 
many  of  whom  have  branch  shops,  and  there  cannot  be  a 
widespread  difficulty  in  the  way  of  obtaining  these  articles. 
Here  and  there  there  might  be  a  delay  of  twenty-four  hours, 
and  a  slightly  increased  cost,  but  is  that  sufficient  reason  for 
tampering  with  the  existing  safeguards  relating  to  the  sale 
of  poisons  ? 

THE  MONOPOLY  THEORY  WILL  NOT  HOLD  WATER. 

I  speak  from  personal  experience  when  I  say  that  but  fo  r 
the  distinction  it  gives  the  shop  of  the  qualified  chemist 
from  the  unqualified  vendor  of  drugs,  chemists  would  prefer 
to  be  without  the  business  of  selling  poisons  (not  dispensing). 
It  is  a  source  of  great  worry  and  little  profit.  If  the  ordinary 
member  of  the  public  considers  how  much  he  spends  on 
poisons  during  the  year,  and  compares  the  amount,  say,  with 
what  his  blacklead  pencils  cost  him,  he  will  see  that  poison- 
selling  cannot  be  a  lucrative  business  for  his  chemist.  I 
know  of  no  business  where  competition  is  keener  than  in  the 
drug-trade,  and  there  need  be  no  fear  of  extortionate  profits. 
Our  poison  law  has  worked  well,  with  a  minimum  of  incon- 
venience to  the  public.  It  has  been  the  model  for  legisla- 
tion in  Ireland  and  all  the  colonies,  and  the  Legislature  will 
do  well  to  consider  before  weakening  in  any  particular  the 
excellent  restrictions  at  present  placed  on  the  sale  of  poisons. 
So  far  from  weakening  it,  the  Act  wants  strengthening.  At 
present 

A  COMPANY  CONSISTING  OF  SEVEN 

or  more  unqualified  men  may  do  as  a  corporate  body  what 
the  State  would  trust  none  of  them  as  individuals  to  do. 
They  can  call  themselves  chemists,  they  can  keep  chemists' 


j  shops,  where  deadly  poisons  are  stocked  and  sold.  They  do 
not  break  the  law  if  they  have  a  hundred  such  shops  where 
:  poisons  are  sold  every  day,  and  employ  not  a  single  qualified 
]  man.  True,  the  unqualified  assistant,  often  a  boy,  who  sells 
a  poison  is  liable  for  a  debt  of  5/.,  recoverable  in  the  county 
court,  if  he  happens  to  have  anything  that  can  be  distrained 
upon.  They  need  not  conform  with  the  poison  regulations 
as  to  keeping  poisons,  which  are  binding  on  individuals.  The 
Legislature  has  said  that  the  keeper  of  the  open  shop,  the 
person  responsible  for  the  control  of  businesses  where  deadly 
poisons  are  sold  must  be  qualified,  and  this  principle  is  being 
violated  by  companies  daily.  I  feel  sure  that  gentlemen 
attending  the  Congress  will  appreciate  the  importance  of 
maintaining  the  principle  which  is  the  very  basis  of  the 
Pharmacy  Act.  However  important  regulations  and  me- 
chanical contrivances  may  be  as  auxiliary  aids  to  the  pre- 
vention of  accidental  poisoning,  the  chief  safeguard  always 
must  be  that  the  man  who  stands  between  the  public  and 
dangerous  poisons  should  be  one  who  has  the  hall-mark  of 
competence — that  is,  duly  qualified  by  examination.  Quali- 
fied chemists  may  keep  branches  in  charge  of  unqualified 
men  provided  the  manager  is  prepared  to  run  the  risk.  The 
master  breaks  no  law.    There  is 

NO  NECESSITY  FOR  REGISTRATION  OF  SHOPS 

where  poisons  are  sold,  and  to  which  the  regulations  apply. 
The  law  at  present  allows  anyone  to  dispense  poisons  ;  the 
chemist,  doctor,  or  company  may  employ  the  errand-boy 
to  dispense  strychnine  provided  the  actual  sale  of  the  medi- 
cine when  dispensed  is  conducted  under  the  supervision  of 
a  qualified  man.  All  these  defects  are  met  in  a  draft  Bill 
prepared  by  the  Pharmaceutical  Society.  It  will  make  the 
masters,  whether  companies  or  not,  responsible  for  the  acts 
of  their  servants.  They  will  be  responsible  for  registering 
their  shops,  and  for  providing  a  qualified  manager  in  each. 
The  company  must  be  controlled  by  directors  who  have 
shown  by  qualification  their  competence  to  keep  open 
chemists'  shops.  The  title  of  chemist  and  druggist  must 
only  be  used  by  those  who  have  earned  the  right  to  use  it. 
The  public,  when  they  see  the  word  "  chemist "  over  a  shop, 
will  be  able  to  feel  secure  that  that  shop  is  controlled  by  a 
man  or  men  who  have  satisfied  the  State  of  their  fitness  to 
conduct  such  shops.  At  present  the  public  need  warning 
that 

THE  WORD  "CHEMIST"  OVER  A  SHOP 

run  by  a  limited  company  does  not  necessarily  mean  that 
there  is  a  chemist  anywhere  about  the  place.  Whereas 
they  have  the  security  that  if  the  shop  is  not  owned  by  a 
limited  company  the  owner  who  puts  up  the  word  "  chemist ' 
must  either  be  properly  qualified  or  be  running  a  risk  of  51. 
penalties.  They  should  be  warned  that  the  law  requires 
the  precautions  against  accidental  poisoning  from  careless 
storage  to  be  carried  out  by  Mr.  Smith,  chemist  and  drug- 
gist, whilst  there  is  no  such  legal  obligation  on  Smith 
(Limited),  chemists.  I  do  not  intend  to  do  more  than 
mention  another  aspect  of  the  defects  in  the  present  poison 
laws.  I  think  you  will  agree  that  if  the  State,  in  the 
public  interest,  calls  into  being  a  body  of  trained  and 
examined  persons,  it  is  its  duty  to  protect  its  legitimate 
interests.  The  continued  existence  of  such  a  body  depends 
upon  its  being  afforded  proper  protection.  Apart  from  the 
question  of  public  safety,  the  use  by  companies  of  unqualified 
persons  of  the  title  of  chemist  and  druggist — a  title  which 
individuals  can  only  obtain  the  right  to  use  by  proving  their 
fitness  by  examination — is  a  great  injustice  to  a  class  of 
men  who  deserve  better  at  the  hands  of  the  community. 
The  draft  Pharmacy  Bill  is  hung  up  pending  the  report  of 
the  Departmental  Committee,  but  I  hope  to  see  it  introduced 
into  Parliament  next  Session.  May  I  ask  that  it  should 
receive  the  valuable  support  which  members  of  this  Congress 
can  give  it  1 

Discussion. 

Mr.  P.  F.  Rowsell  said  it  seemed  to  him  that  the  seller  of 
poisons  should  have  every  protection  possible  from  the 
Government,  and  enlarged  upon  several  of  the  points  dealt 
with  by  Mr.  Glyn- Jones. 

The  Chairman  moved — 

That  the  Council  of  the  Institute  of  Public  Health  be  asked  to 
consider  the  report  of  the  Departmental  Committee  in  conjunction 
with  the  Pharmacy  Bill  to  be  introduced  into  Parliament  with  the 
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view  of  giving  such  support  to  the  Bill  as  they  consider  desirable 
in  view  of  the  recommendations  of  that  Committee. 

Alderman  Farr,  Chairman  of  the  Health  Committee, 
seconded. 

Mr.  H.  Gadd,  J.P.  (Exeter),  said  one  of  the  very  great 
weaknesses  always  attached  to  the  Pharmacy  Act  from  the 
time  it  was  passed  was  the  utter  ignorance  of  the  public, 
and  also  of  the  chemists  and  druggists,  with  regard  to  its 
provisions.  The  Act  was  read  carelessly  by  the  craft,  and 
the  powers  it  contained  did  not  appear  to  have  been  re- 
cognised either  at  Bloomsbury  Square  or  by  individual 
chemists  and  druggists.  About  twenty-five  years  after  it 
was  enacted  it  was  discovered  that  the  Act  applied  to  pro- 
prietary medicines  containing  poisons,  but  the  Pharma- 
ceutical Society  let  twenty-five  years  pass  without  taking 
any  action  in  that  matter.  In  regard  to  company  trading, 
he  could  not  see  why  a  company  should  be  allowed  to  be 
formed  and  trade  as  chemists  in  the  way  some  did,  any 
more  than  a  company  should  be  allowed  to  trade  as 
surgeons  or  lawyers,  and,  as  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  clearly 
pointed  out,  it  was  absolutely  necessary  to  have  the  protec- 
tion of  the  title  of  chemists  and  druggists.  He  agreed  with 
him  in  regard  to  the  proposed  additions  to  the  schedule. 
Mineral  acids  should  be  added,  and  also  sugar  of  lead.  The 
draft  Pharmacy  Bill  was  a  great  improvement  in  many 
respects  on  the  law  they  already  possessed,  and  it  would 
obviate  all  those  injustices  which  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  had  called 
attention  to.  It  was  simply  monstrous  that  a  man  should 
be  allowed  to  open  branch  shops  and  have  no  qualified  man 
there  to  protect  the  public  against  accidents  and  clangers. 
They  were  very  much  indebted  to  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  for  the 
trouble  he  had  taken  in  the  subject.  (Applause.)  He  only 
wished  Mr.  Glyn-Jones  occupied  twenty-five  years  ago  the 
position  he  held  to-day.  (Applause.)  He  seemed  to  have 
risen  as  a  sort  of  prophet  in  the  trade,  and  was  now  a  power 
and  influence  throughout  the  whole  of  the  trade.  (Applause.) 
In  Bloomsbury  Square  he  was  someone  to  be  reckoned  with. 
(Applause.) 

Mr.  E.  Lemmon  (Exeter)  said  they  must  make  up  their 
minds  that  in  applying  for  fresh  powers  in  regard  to  the 
sale  of  poisons,  the  only  thing  that  Parliament  would  take 
into  account  in  the  present  day  was  the  question  of  the 
protection  of  the  public.  It  was  absolutely  useless  for  any 
body  of  men  in  the  beginning  of  the  twentieth  century  to  go 
to  Parliament  with  the  idea  that  they  would  get  some  sort 
of  protection  for  anyone  else,  unless  the  safety  or  convenience 
of  the  public  required  it.  He  believed  if  the  general  public 
could  be  made  to  see  what  care  in  the  sale  of  poisons  meant, 
there  would  be  little  difficulty  in  getting  efficient  regulations 
with  regard  to  the  sale  of  poisons. 

The  Deputy-Mayor  of  Exeter  (Alderman  Wreford)  having 
succeeded  Professor  Smith  in  the  chair,  Alderman  Dunn 
(Shipley)  questioned  whether  the  resolution  covered  the 
suggestion  contained  in  the  paper  that  such  preparations  as 
acetanilide,  antipyrin,  and  sulphonal  should  be  added  to  the 
schedule.  Those  were  articles  of  great  importance  indeed, 
and  it  did  not  matter  whether  they  were  called  by  those 
names  or  fifty  other  names,  if  they  got  into  the  schedule  of 
poisons  the  proprietors  would  be  bound  to  indicate  what  the 
preparations  contained. 

Mr.  H.  Gadd  said  no  dangerous  preparation  should  be 
sold  without  it  being  declared  on  the  label  what  it  con- 
tained. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  in  reply  to  Mr.  D.  Reid  (Exeter),  pointed 
out  that  the  draft  Pharmacy  Bill  dealt  with  the  whole  ques- 
tion. It  certainly  was  a  very  serious  thing  that  the  public 
were  quite  unwittingly  taking  day  by  day  substances  which 
were  really  dangerous  substances. 

The  resolution  was  carried  unanimously,  and  Alderman 
Dunn  moved — 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  Congress,  it  is  exceedingly  desirable 
for  the  safety  and  protection  of  the  public  that  the  schedule  of 
poisons  should  be  extended,  and  this  Congress  requests  the 
Council  of  the  Royal  Institute  of  Public  Health  to  co-operate  with 
the  Pharmaceutical  Society  in  obtaining  that  extension  under  the 
Pharmacy  Act. 

Mr.  E.  Lemmon  seconded. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones  said  what  the  public  had  to  face  was 
either  the  distribution  of  those  articles  by  any  huckster,  or 
else  that  their  sale  should  be  restricted  to  a  certain  body  of 


men  who  had  satisfied  the  State  as  to  their  fitness  to  handle 
them.  He  had  had  personal  experience  over  and  over  again 
in  his  own  business  where  mothers  had  asked  for  prepara- 
tions which  chemists  knew  to  be  exceedingly  harmful,  but 
which  the  mothers  considered  harmless.  It  was  the  common 
practice  of  those  who  handled  those  goods — the  registered 
chemists — either  to  refuse  to  sell  those  preparations  or  to 
open  the  eyes  of  the  purchasers  to  their  danger,  and  he  was 
convinced  that  in  that  way  very  often  a  very  great  deal  of 
mischief  was  prevented.  People  would  come  in  the  shop 
and  ask  for  laudanum.  He  would  say,  "  Yes,  what  is  it 
for?  "  '.'  It  is  for  baby."  "  How  much  do  you  intend  to  give 
it  ?  "  "  Mrs.  So-and-so  said  I  was  to  give  it  a  teaspoonful." 
(Laughter.) 

On  the  motion  of  Mr.  H.  Wippell  Gadd,  Mr.  Glyn-Jones 
was  thanked  for  his  paper. 

Mr.  Glyn-Jones,  in  reply,  proposed  a  vote  of  thanks  to 
Professor  Smith  and  the  Deputy-Mayor  of  Exeter,  the  Joint 
Chairmen. 


Dr.  McWalter  contributed  a  paper  to  the  Preventive 
Medicine  Section  on  the  "  Pawnshop  Propaganda  of  Disease." 
Amongst  certain  classes  (Dr.  McWalter  said)  when  any 
member  of  the  family  is  stricken  with  illness  nothing  seems 
more  natural  than  to  deposit  his  pawnable  clothes  for  safe 
keeping.  The  results  can  be  imagined.  Several  pawnbrokers 
attacked  the  paper,  and  though  some  doctors  urged  that 
there  was  a  danger  the  meeting  did  not  feel  strong  enough 
upon  the  matter  to  pass  a  resolution.  The  question  was 
referred  for  consideration  to  the  Council  of  the  Institute. 
The  Section  dealing  with  Municipal  and  Parliamentary 
Hygiene  passed  a  resolution  recommending  the  appointment 
of  a  Minister  of  Public  Health. 

The  festivities  and  outings,  including  a  garden-party 
given  by  General  Sir  Redvers  Buller,  were  well  attended,  and 
in  other  respects  the  Congress  was  to  the  chemists  who 
were  present  a  second  edition  of  the  B.P.C. 


A    CONFERENCE  SNAPSHOT. 


This  engraving  is  reproduced  from  a  snapshot  taken  in  the 
grounds  of  the  University  College,  Dundee,  by  Mrs.  J.  C.  Umney. 
In  the  foreground  Mr.  Idris  (now  President  of  the  Confer- 
ence) and  Mr.  Martin  (a  Past-President)  are  talking  together. 


One  can  catch  Mr.  Druce's  face  at  the  back  of  Mr.  Idris,  and 
Mr.  Peter  Boa  (Chairman  of  the  Executive  of  the  North  British 
Branch)  is  at  the  other  side,  holding  a  teacup,  and  to  the 
right  of  him,  Mr.  Naylor  and  Mr.  A.  B.  Anderson  (President 
of  the  Forfarshire  Chemists'  Association).  The  snapshots 
which  we  printed  last  week  were  by  Mr.  J.  D.  Petrie,  chemist, 
Blairgowrie. 


